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The above scheme should permit the active engarement of all personages and

facilitate the integratiom of these in the form of the mural,as well as in !tll over-
all historical meaning.This is a matter of first importance for the unity of the work.

(A)It was sugrested in early discussions of the mural theme that cortnin hist—
orically promenent individuals whose performances nnd idens were related to it should be
represented.] agreed to this because it was appropriste wnd wopearsd nerfectly plaus—
able.However as the relations of these imdividuanls to the nctione of the theme were in-
direct it proved imppssible to engage them excent a= static spectators,Were they so
engaged other historic individunls it appeared,more directly involved in the theme 's
actions,should slso be included.But difhcu]liqlnin’;éo'l;“ in the matter of selection.
Unless the murnl was to be made up of rows of people standing M their portraits,some
selection wnz essentinl.Here agnin as with events no individunle stosd out as pre=
eminently significant in the totel of the theme's meaning,

Daniel Boome nlone con perhops svmbolize the opening of Kentucky.fe haz no esumter
count erpart in the opening of the West.IL 4 ok hundreds of Poonea lor thot spreading
job.Were a few of these finally and arbitrorily selected they could be actively engsged

in the mural only by representing some of the recorded netions which helped distinguish

them,This would turn the mural into n series of seperate episodes the relations of whyew
which could only be nscertnined by scme kind of nccompanying text,n cortingency shwéewsd:

obviously te be avoided.

Returning to those grenter individuals whose r« lations to the theme were mors in
terms of thought and vision than direct participation-the men of idens,of business and
eapecinlly of politicnl enternrisefehief among the lntter,of course,is Thomns Jefferson.
The lousiana Purchase,without whiéh there micht never have heen a Wesi to open for the
people of the United States,wans w«holly the outcome of Jefferson's insight—and foresight
Thomas Jefferson could sost nroperly stand as the theme 's major figure,maybe ns n agbel
aymbol of its whole menning.But henind Jefrerson,creating the situntions whieh forced
his political mection in the Lousiana cnse,were those pressures of interesis and eventa
vhich follow ed the tranafer of mweh Lousiana from Spain te France.How much was Jeff-
—erson impelled to mct by what he ealls "the fever in which the western mind is thrown
by the affair at New Orlesnsa"wvhich"threatens to overbsar our peace”,(Letter to Monroe)?
¥ sides these pressures on our own frontier stemming from the warlike determination
of the wes# theg western settlers to keep the pert of New Orleans open to their trade,
vhich opernted on Jefferson,there were also those,stemming from British sen power which
opernted on Napoleon,and made him not only smenable to Jefferson's eriginal offer,
(purchase of New Orlesns/and Florida/)but made him release,to Jefferson's emmisaries dm
in Paria the whole of Louisana.all of Bhese foctors,plus wany others precedant to them
are neccessary to explain the louisana lurchase.To depict these factors in the limits ’;.

of the maral space would be impossible.Tt is doubtful whether they could be devnicted at
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