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at all without g textual a te i, desirable,as I have said.
low dhen,if the Parchase is not represented,or at least -ug--uhdjcanant Jofferaon

with the theme?-8r,nnd this is the crux of the problem,affa vwith the movements of form
which exprems it?
But inm the case of the Tewism and Clerk explorative expedition,Jeffersen snters

directly into the context of the theme—he makes the first -tep to nctunlly open the West,

Iavn]'ln‘ direct physical nctionyThis is,of course,easily representable.A series of
ascenes could be effected begimning with one at Weshington and ending with ome om the
Columbia with which Jeffersen's eonnection would be perfectly clear,Again such a series
would occupy all of the wurnl aspace.It would alse lenve out Independence because there
was mo such place at the time,Put ne one of the main purposes of the mural is to indic=
ate the part had by Independence in the opening of the West this sewméhomknbles i
unthinkable. he same difiiculty arises with celebrated individuals of enrly business
enterprise-Mannuel Lisa,John Jacob Astor,William Henry Ashley,etc.-important as they s
are to the general theme they cannot be tied to Independence.

In our preliminary discussions thesams the name of Senator Benton came second
only to Jefferson's.Fathering the survey of the Santa Fe ®ronil and later of Fremont's
expeditions,pressing always townrd western expansion,his cohsequential plnece in the
theme is unquestionnble.lle cnn also be tied to an existing Indepmmdence.but,still
agnin,problems of space and of engrsement in the form of the wurml come up.dlso,another
one of historical priority.As with the Lousiana Purchaseyin the case of Je ffermonythere
are precedent eventa,"faits accompli® thib time on the themstic scens praper,shich
operated on Benton nnd which provided political leversce B his views,Mem wore
active on the Sante Fe Trail long 'efore it was surveyed,the pathwnys ways of the W
West were exploited bedopesid-wna-survewed long before Fremont beeame the Pathfinder,
trenswiitssbppizennanaions trans-Mississinpi expansion wns oceuring bafore Benton
left Tennessee.

This is no place to discuas Lhz'elasaic\.c'hlc!mn and ege" problems of history.

But they do have bearing in the cases of dud, . Jefferson

and—BguBenton and others above named on the present mural problem.’hese men were
effective cheifly because of the idens they entertained ,prosulgated,snd made
decisions upon.lut ideas cannot be imaged-only’ shastdaan Jhares tai mifiest idens —
but only when the associations are habitunl and familiar.An image of Jesus Christ
immedintely sugrests n troin of ideas and mennings.Such an image is thus meaningful

in itself.This is what an image sh-uld be if it la Lo be effective.Images in a public
mural,designed to enpnge mublic responseyshould show,without need of ex-lanation, their
mesning in the mural context or should,at lenst,permit the spectator to se% up re-
levant memnings.Would imagés of the personages above disemsed,images -hich it

appears sould not very well be "activated",fullfill such conditions?
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