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To go back to the Foase of Benton.hether or no direct actions in the field,
prior to or in conjunction with,the formulation of the Bentonian expamsionist philesenky
are more or less important tham that philosephy in the opbning of the West is mot n e
mural question.The mural question is=which is the more meaningful im terms of imagery.
The answer is obvious.

But there is yet another dillema in this matter of personnges.If Bentom and
Jefferson were put up in the mural as the chief figures in the opening of the Weat,how
could Harry S.Truman,the chief figure in the history of Independence ,be left out?He
couldn 't.Every Demoerat in the United States would be barking st the wuralists door if he
he was.But if included,how relate him to the historieal theme?As a spectator,stand ing
around looking em? Utterly inappropriate to his character.No good,

48 a matter of historieal fact it would

be equally inappropriate to put Penton
or Jefferson in such a role.

The upshot of all this-in the piace of historical Personnges it was decided that
& selection of representative types which could be actively engaged in the warals form
and meanigg,and which would symbolize,in an ensily comprehehsible wny the moat
signifieant operations at Indenendence and on the western sceme,provided the only
vorkable"out? Thea for particulsr individuals as &3k particular event,

How this nelac\-inl;ﬂl I‘lft‘!l'p l."-}“/ :!‘u\z_{lu'u_ Ew LINE HERE. NEw Pa. felru

(1)Aren above door- imarily important, <% & Pioneer Group. Oxen drawing
"prairie Schooner"showing up over hrow of hill. Slow action,as if coming to rest.
Another wagom in rear,¥oman with childrea preparing meal over open fire.To left part
of aren man in fromt of oxen,with rifle dentatively ruua.sehind him another man in
Tight part of area vithalailarly rnised/ ete.lioth men in protective attitudes before
women and ehildren.The action here is not belligerent but precautionary.The hill above
the door on vhich it takes plece extends forward om each side of door to lower edge
of design which(note analysis of t echnienl problems)is located about four feet
above floor. {

(2)area to left of door. |

An Indion(probably Fawnee—sr' Osage if we tihink of the Piomser group as

moving to the seitlement of Indenendencelrises from behind bushes to present a pipe

pioneer group.These nt.!.hu’ new tothe \hlt!conln easily be unaware that the
Indian offer of the pipe menns peace of knowing that,they
the uncertainty of Indian conduct,still be suspicious,Reano
attitude is sugrested by the presence of an Indian in war
Arrows,who eccupies the first and most forward
the bushes,from which the Indian with pipe rise
The action of thia Indian im
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could,because of nccounts of
nability of sudh an
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paint,nemed with bow and nmse
plane of the area.He would,befause of
aybe out of sight of pioneer group.

one of readiness.He does not pull hig Bow string but conld
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