President Harry S. Truman Signing
National Security Act Amendment of
1949

” ‘ | ! { “\ It | “ R i Description

I | | \ ; | W AL | Il President Harry S. Truman is seated at his desk in the

L _ Il o i Oval Office, signing H.R. 5632, the National Security
‘""‘j ’ ‘5 Vol ®.a'™ |, | A Al 1y, Act Amendments of 1949, which converted the

W S o % ' ; National Military Establishment into a new

Department of Defense and made other changes in
the national security system. From left to right:
Senator Virgil Chapman, unidentified (behind
Chapman), Senator Richard Russell, Admiral Louis
Denfelt, Senator Leverett Saltonstall (behind
Denfeld), Secretary of Defense Louis Johnson (leaning
over the desk), General Omar Bradley, General Hoyt
Vandenberg, Congressman Dewey Short,
Congressman Carl Vinson, Secretary of the Army
Gordon Gray, Senator Millard Tydings, Secretary of
the Air Force Stuart Symington, Under Secretary of
Defense Stephen Early, and Secretary of the Navy
Francis Matthews.
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People Pictured Truman, Harry S., 1884-1972 Bradley, Omar Nelson, 1893-1981 Chapman, Virgil Munday,
1895-1951 Early, Stephen T. (Stephen Tyree), 1889-1951 Gray, Gordon, 1909-1982 Johnson, Louis Arthur,
1891-1966 Matthews, Francis Patrick, 1887-1952 Russell, Richard B. (Richard Brevard), 1897-1971 Short,
Dewey Jackson, 1898-1979 Symington, Stuart, 1901-1988 Vinson, Carl, 1883-1981 Denfeld, Louis E. (Louis
Emil), 1891-1972 Saltonstall, Leverett, 1892-1979 Tydings, Millard E. (Millard Evelyn), 1890-1961
Vandenberg, Hoyt Sanford, 1899-1954

Rights Public Domain - This item is in the public domain and can be used freely without further permission.

Note: If you use this image, rights assessment and attribution are your responsibility.

Credit: Abbie Rowe National Park Service Harry S. Truman Library & Museum.

Attention media: Please make note of this item's accession number. Print out this page and retain it for your
permissions records before downloading this image file for possible publication. Library staff cannot sign permissions
forms or provide additional paperwork. The Library charges no usage fees for downloaded images.



