Source 1
Source Information: Telegram from Ambassador Nelson T. Johnson to Secretary of State

Cordell Hull, April 17,1941 (2 pages)
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This telegrem must be
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“Secretary of Stete,
P o™ Washington, <6 W
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I 140, wpril 17, 11 a.m. (SECTION O
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Generelissimo csked me and KsHughVto visit him =
(s}
last evening eand during long conversation asked me -
~
to communicate to you and to the President the following
#s his comments on developments in reletion to .merican
e£id to Chine. He began by remarking that ¢ month and
& half hed pessed since Mr, Curric's ue.‘.-c-h-wimmt}, -

concrete results end thet while China wes grateful for

the friendly attitude cond sympathy of the United Stotes -

] 4 he hed suffered no 1ittle embarrassment due to constant
‘ inquirtes from Chinese press for details eid to be g
gronted, He remarked th: t Russicn .mbessador frequently ;:_“'
. i inquire ¢s to whet materials were belng mode aveiloble w
end seid thet his officers reported sarcrstic remorks mede
by Russian edvisers to the effect thet when the wer wes
over supplies would be availeble from the United Str tes, ‘1:
He stoted thet he hed been reluctend to discuss theae :f
metters with me except thet the understending the t signing }:
 f -

éor James M. McHugh, Naval Attachd and Faval
'“:ta.rh for Air in China,


https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/trumanpapers/psf/foreign/index.php?documentid=hst-psf_750243-19
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/trumanpapers/psf/foreign/index.php?documentid=hst-psf_750243-19

Using Source 1

Sourcing Questions When was this written?
What was its purpose?
Who saw /used this source? Why might it have been important?

Contextualization Questions | What is going on in China in 1941?
Why would Russia be interested in American aid to China?

Corroboration Tasks

Close Reading Questions According to the source, what did Russian advisors say about American
aid to China?

What conclusions could be made about international influence in China
during WWII based on this source?




Source 2
Source Information: "Personal Comments and Observations of Roger D. Lapham On “The
China Problem;”, July 13, 1949; China (Taiwan) Asia File; Economic Cooperation Files; Papers
of John D Sumner.

Note: Roger D. Lapham was a Chief administrator for the Economic Cooperation
Administration which was created by Congress to provide aid to Europe after World War II.
Although not officially included in program, China received economic aid from the United
States through this agency.

9. When Secretary Marshall submitted his recommendation for economle ald to China --
$550,000,000 == in February 1948, my guess is that he did so mainly for political
expediency. He knew that many in the Congress wanted to ald China. Perhaps he
felt it wise to advocate something for Chinas, if only to grease the ways for Con-
gressional approval of the European Recovery Plan. Maybe T am wrong -- but it i1s
hard not to believe that the policy "Let the fires burn out and the dust settle"
has been our real policy toward China since General Marshall left there (Jan.&,1547).

10, Marshall did everythling possible to effect a Nationalist-Communist Comlition
Govermment in Chipna during the year he spent there - 1G4A. In the 1ight of these
efforts, the action of the Congress two years later, in appropriating $k00,000,000
military and economic aid to help the Nationalists attempt to defeat the Commumists

was an about-face.

11. I have nc wish to take sides in a Democratic-Republlican peolitical fight about ocur
forelgn policy toward China. I hope that thils country can develop a real bi-
partisan policy toward China, as well as toward every other country we have relations
with, On the other hand, any Administration is responsible under the Constitution
for the direction of forelgn policy -- and can be end should be called upon by
interested citizens to explain its motives and actions.

12, One thing stands cut today -- American influence in China 1s far, far less than 1t
was on VJ Day. Who is responsible for that loss of influence, and what might have
been done which wasn't done can be debtated indefinitely. The fact 1s that the
United States has taken sides in a Chinese Civil War, and the side we backed has

lost every round to date, both on the military and the econmomis fronts.



13.

1k,

15. The long and short of it is that the Nationalist

.I.t aeems.. .ﬁlmoa‘t: incredible that the Nationalist Govermnment could have suffered

such complete detericration during my year in China. Nationalist armies well
equipped and backed by alr forces lost out to armies which had mo air force what-
goever. Those who hold that defense is the best offense might well study this
Civil War. While the Natlonalists did take the offensive following VI Day, thelr
offensive front was so widely extended that eventually 1t broke down. It was then
that they chose to defend themselves within confined or walled aress. As a result,
they were defeated In every instance. After 1losing Manchuria, North China, and

the lands North of the Yamgtze, they chose to repel the Communist advances from the
South bank of the Yangtze. Notwithstanding that they had a navy capable of oper-
ating along the River, and an airforce based Scuth of the River, they withdrew vol-
untarily to make & weak defense of Shanghai and the other areas South of the
Yangtze, instead of taking advantage of the Yangtze itself, a great patural water

defenae barrier.

Ungues tionably history will place the blame of the Natlionalist downfaell on the
Generaliesimo, who not only as President but as Commanding General directed over-
all strategy and tactics -- a stubborn, obstinate man, who refused to delegate
authority, who relied on incompetent favorites for many of his subordinates, and
who put on the shelf competent military men who could have helped him. DNot only
1s he responsible for the defeat on the Natiomalist military front but he can be
largely blamed for the failure behind the lines on the economic front. Iacking
First-hand knowledge in this field, he did 1little or nothing to establish civil
reforms or to take effective steps to offset the well-planned operations and
propagands of the Communiste. He made 1ittle effort to find the right people
who could have helped in this field; and those he did use were largely yes-men,

unwilling to assert themselves or do anything but take orders.

collapse can be attributed

mal
oly to the utter incempetency of their government, The Communist successe
5

can be at
attributed malnly to the weakness of the govermment which opposed them

No gove
government can last without the coufidence of 1ts people; and ne stepas were

OVErloﬂked. by thE G’Eﬂe‘mli ggimo’ 8 ga Ermmen 'tD ngure thE break"m of -
a] v t i con
i i dEDCE -



Using Source 2

Sourcing Questions

What does the title of this source reveal about its purpose?
What clues in this source might lend credibility to the perspective
of the author?

Contextualization Questions

What historical events are mentioned in this source?
At the time of the creation of this source, what was the situation in
China?

Corroboration Tasks

Close Reading Questions

What is meant by the author’s reference to : “let the fires burn and
the dust settle.”

Where does the author place blame for the fall of China to
communism?

What kind of aid to China is mentioned by this source? How does
the author characterize this aid?

What does the author say about the United States “picking sides™?




Source #3

Source: Cables between Mao Zedong and Stalin, 1949. Links from Article: How Stalin
Elevated the Communist Party to Power in Xinjiang in 1949.

Note: Cables were held by the Russian archives, translated by the Wilson Center.

[handwritten: to Cde. Stalin]
SECOND DIRECTORATE OF THE USSR ARMED FORCES GENERAL STAFF

CABLE N° 58458 TOP SECRET

Copy N° 1 to Cde. Stalin
Copy N° 2 to Cde. Stalin
Copy N° 3 to Cde. Molotov
Copy N° 4 to Cde. Malenkov
from BEIJING received at 07:45 27 September 1949 Copy N° 2
MOLNIYA EH
to FILIPPOV
| am sending you a telegram of Cde. MAO ZEDONG about the Lanzhou-Xi’an air route.
“To Cde. FILIPPOV

We agree to create air routes of a Soviet-Chinese civil aviation company, which have already been
arranged, from CHITA to MUKDEN and through ULAN BATOR-KALGAN to BEIJING.

But besides these air routes today the most important and necessary one for us is a route from
URUMCHI-LANZHOU to XI'AN which we hope you will help us create.

Our 500,000 troops intend to enter the province of XINJIANG via LANZHOU or GANGZHOQOU [SIC] in the
first days or the middle of November. But the railroads in this region are poor, the conditions difficult, there
are few people, and there is no food — therefore we acutely need and hope that you will help us with
30-50 transport aircraft to ship food, clothing, key personnel, and

some of the troops. It is necessary for all the preparation work of the __

air route in this sector to be completed during October for this e e

purpose, and Cde. PENG DEHUAI, our Commanding General of the T;B,;T;W

First PLA Front, could already use this route in November. _ g
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"Tonapuny SUIANNORY!

Mi COTESCHH OOBAATH POIAYWANS TPAGCH OOBETONO-
muraiickoll rpasgancuofl asmammosmoll kounamum, o KoTO-
X yme xorosopemo, or YHTH go MYUENA u wepes YIAR-
EATOP-EAICAR zo Bolnmma.

Ho Kpoue aviX XByX Tpace ma ceropmammll jems
000XOXUMAS JNS HAC - §TO TpAGCA O
) CHAHb, NOTODYD MM maXeescd Bd 4

Hamx 304CKS WHCAOENOCTMO 500 THOAY YeAOBSK =aue-
pemi B DePRHX WX CPEXMMX WHOXAX NOHODE cero —
weped JAHLIEOY ¥ CARUEOY mollte B OpOBMEIMD CHb. (i
Ho nyTn cooOmemsa B oToM pallome nxoxWe, ycuiomus Ta-
Xemie, FROSTONRA MATO, OTCYTCTBYET NPOXOBONLCTBME -
HOSTOMY MH OCTDO EYKISCMCH M HANGCMOA, WTO B HOMO-


https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/how-stalin-elevated-the-chinese-communist-party-to-power-xinjiang-1949
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/how-stalin-elevated-the-chinese-communist-party-to-power-xinjiang-1949
https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/
https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/176341

USSR MFA

10t Department

from PEKING

Outgoing N° 21039

Received at 0105 16 November 1949

Sent at 0230 16 November 1949

Top Secret
Spets. N° 234

Cable

to Cde. KOVALEV Copy N° 1

PRIORITY

In connection with the appeal of the Chinese Government to deliver 10,000 tons of grain from the Soviet
Union to supply Chinese soldiers of the PLA in Xinjiang inform the Chinese Government that the Soviet
Government agrees to grant its request, delivering 10,000 tons of wheat, handing it over at the
Soviet-Xinjiang border by 1 April 1950 with payment against the value of Chinese millet seed due for

delivery to the USSR from China.

Five copies printed. Yan

16 November 1949
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Using Source 3

Sourcing Questions What is the purpose of a cable between two countries?

Contextualization Questions | What was happening in China as these cables were being sent?
What is the geographic connection between the Soviet Union and

China?
Corroboration Tasks How does this information connect or conflict with Source #4°?
Close Reading Questions What does Mao request from the Soviet Union in these cables?

What was the purpose of those requests?




Source #4

Source: Memorandum to President Harry S. Truman from Secretary of State George
Marshall: March 4, 1947. President's Secretary's Files - Subject File.

Note: The text below was attached to Marshall's memo and is an excerpt of a report by Secretary of
War Robert Patterson to Secretaty of State Marshall.
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Communist Party and any non-Communlst government. Cer-
tainly during the period of Soviet cccupetion of Manchuria
there waes & close relationshlp between the Chinese Comumunlat
forees and the 3Joviets. There le cbviocusly e continulng
communlty of lnterest and ldentlity of elms bLetween Lhe
Chiness Communists and Soviet-insplred lntercationel Com-
munism, For that resason I em doubtiul If sn &rrangesent
which uniiies China; and still does not glve the Chinese
Communletes the power to control or destroy the government
can ever be evolved between the Chlnese Communlats and a
non=Communist government.



Using Source 4

Sourcing Questions

Contextualization Questions

Corroboration Tasks How does this document connect with or conflict with the
information in source #3?

Close Reading Questions What does this source say about connections between China and
the USSR during the Communist Revolution?

What does the source mean by, “there is obviously a continuing
community of interest and identify of aims between the Chinese
communist forces and the Soviets.”?




