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‘A Tempest
in a Teapot’

The Racial Polities of First Lady Lou
Hoover’s Invitation of Jessie DePriest
to a White House Tea

First Lady Lou Hoover’s invitation to Jessie L.
DePriest to a White House tea party in 1929
created a storm of protest and indignation.
This traditional act of hospitality toward the
wife of the first black elected to Congress in the
twentieth century created a political erisis for
the president and first lady.

This presentation examines the “tempest” from
the perspectives of the first lady, the DePriests,
and DePriest family descendants.

The story of Osear and Jessie DePriest
highlights the courage and contributions of
Osear Stanton DePriest, the sole black voice in
Congress at that time, to the history of the
American civil rights struggle and the grace
and poise of his wife who ably represented a
generation of black women.

Jessie DePriest, 1939, Conrtesy of Barbara DePriest.
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‘Mrs. DePriest Guest Of
First Lady Of The Land

Mrs. Hoover Invites Congressman’s Wife to Tea,
At the Wlnte House

By SARA PELHAM SPEAKS

WASHINGTON, D. C., June 13.
—(By C. N, 8.)—Mrs. Oszcar De-
Priest was a guest at the White
House on the afternoon of June 12,

. when Mrs. Hoover entertained at
one of a series of teas in honor of
the wives and relatives of the con-
gressional group.

Mrs., DePriest wore a charming
afternoon ensemble of the loveliest
pale blue georgette. The simplicity
of the costume was relieved only
by a beautiful rhinestone buckle, on

e left side of the finely pleated
skirt. A coat, the shortest of jack-
ets, completed the costume.

She wore a large hat of Tosy-
gray hair braid, trimmed with a

| eluster of hand-cut dove-ray wvelvet
leaves, and a wvelvet Tose placed
mn-d:sl?lly on the underbrim, framed

. her face becomingly. She carried
a lovely bag which matched her hat,
rosy-gray watersnake slippers, and '
a large pointed fox scarf.. |

Mrs. 1ePriest was graciously re-
ceived both by Mrs. Hoover and
the ladies of the cabinet, who, as
usual, assisted in Enterta.mmg

The invitation to tea was deliv-
ered to Mrs. DePriest by messen-
ger last Wednesday. It was en-
graved on a heavy wvellum ecard,
carrying the White House insignia,
and read:

Mrs. Hoover
requests the pleasure of the com-
pany of
Mrz. DePriest

on Wedﬁiia{z:]ibernuun, Mem I;l: I‘UQS
F i

at 4 o’clock. |

http://www.whitehousehistorv.org/presentatlons/deprlest tea |nC|dent/f|rst lady-lou-hoover.html
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e Newspaper clipping, 1929. Barbara DePriest clipping collection
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SPRINGFIELD, OHIO, MONDAY, JUNE 17, 1929,

' Recognition OF Representative DePriest |
:" E}rﬂmm Is Causing Stir In Washington
: ' .

“I deplore it very much; it waz a .
mistake,” Senator Heflin sald. |the throughout h
wlmﬂ -r-tthhl circles are|over the trlumph of Mrs. “De

aver e prominence | 17

glven Mrs. De Priest by the :
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e Newspaper clipping, 1929. Barbara DePriest clipping collection
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3023 FILLMORE STREET HENWOOD 1400

C. L. NETHAWAY

20 YEARS LOCAL ACENT

REAL ESTATE

FLORENCE ACREAGE AND CITY PROPERTY A SPECIALTY
TRADES COMSIDERED

| HEVES SELL O ALNT FLOBIWEL FROPENTY 10 HISSLAE JARS O Sl
ONE BLOCK WEST END OF CAR LINE
[FLORENCE] OMAHA, NEBRASKA
June 19, 1929.

Dear ¥rs, Noover,

Uy WITE and I are dumb-founded tonight to read in the papers
that you have entertained a nigger lady, the WIFE of Congressman elect

DePriest of Chicago, Ill.

This makes & preat out in our apprecistion of you as &n AMERICAN
citizen. It knocks the bottom of WNITE SUPREMACY in & cocked-hat. In fact,
its too degrading for an ergument. It places them on an equality witk the
CAUCASIAN MACE, and assists for the amalgamation of the races,

I fear you do not understand the smount of demage you have done to
this Country. The writer would feel very unpatriotic to kis Country if he
would allow kimeelf to sit by & nigger in any dining room, including the
ROWE. I know and you ocught to know that the nigger cannot be handled in this
manner and be oonsidered successful for these United Etates. I'1]1l admit how-
ever its & nigger vote getter for your distinguished Busband, whom we all
supported because of the fact we wanted an AMFRICAN on guard at Washington,

b. C.

Tou wust remember we already have 3,000,000 mulattoes in this
@ountry, and now you encourage them as being your equal, making the younger
set of nigger girls and boys feel as 1f they were good enough to intermarry
with your Son, and the Scns and Deughters of other AMERICAN families.

I wonder if the Northern people will ever wake up toc the fact that
the nigger cannot be handled that way, and be a safe factor to contend with.
The nigger is here and I want him to be a nigger (stey black). I want him
1o alwo have @ nigger's job. WHITE SUPREMACY must preveil in AMERECA. If
it does not, in another 100 years at the rate we are going, we will be 50
per cent. malattoss. Do you think that is good for this Country?

The correct solution of the nigger question is their complete dis-
franchisement by Conetitutionsl Amendment and to treat him more like a hound
dbg, than & guest at your table at tem, Then you wWill not bave him dictating

to you and on &n equality with the CAUCASIAN RACE.

, oG
2 54
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e C.L.and Eunice E. Nethaway to Lou Henry Hoover, 19 June 1929
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e Standing portrait of Jessie DePriest taken by renowned black photographer Addison Scurlock on
the day of the “Tea Incident,” June 12, 1929
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e A photo of Congressman Oscar DePriest
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e A campaign button for Congressman Oscar DePriest
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S IBouse of Repregentatives Noisu/dbil

Motion to Discharge a Committee from the Consideration of

To the Clerk of the House of Representatives:
Pursuant to clause ) of Rule XXVII (see Rule on last page), I,

... Hon. Oscar De Priest —eoeeneey ROV to discharge the

(Name of member)

P
Committee on

(Committes)

from the consideration of the ... ..  Reagodublon . .. . . . .. ' ...
(Bill, joint resolution, or resolution)

T o 236

e s o YT v -~ fT. Res.

5
(Number, if a billp (Number, if a joint resolution) (Number, if a resolution)

entitled, ¢ . Resolution to preWent discrimination
Bi

(Bill, joint resolution, or resolution) (Title)

4 "
which was referred to said commitice

in support of which motion the undersigned Members of the House of Repre-

sentatives affix their signatures, to wit:

Discharge Petition #14 Filed by Oscar De Priest Regarding H. Res. 236, a Resolution to
Prevent Discrimination, 01/24/1934 - 03/05/1934

This resolution and discharge petition from Representative Oscar De Priest, a Republican from
Illinois, attempted to end racial discrimination in the House of Representatives’ Restaurant. De
Priest introduced H. Res. 236 to the House, which called for the creation of a special committee
to investigate the House Restaurant’s refusal to serve two African Americans, one of whom was
a member of his staff. When the resolution stalled in the Rules Committee, De Priest
successfully used a discharge petition to move the bill out and onto the House floor.

http://usnatarchivesexhibits.tumblr.com/post/78650703246/discharge-petition-14-filed-by-oscar-
de-priest
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