Politicians Opposed to the Marshall Plan
Henry A. Wallace (D) – it threatened the USSR and polarized the world into hostile camps. Called it a “martial” plan.

Robert Taft – Ohio (RWR) – disliked nationalized industries and centralized planning in many European countries

· funded by taxpayers

· expansion of presidential power

· foreign entanglements

· would create scarcity and high prices and economic unrest at home

James Kem (R) – Missouri

Wakter George (D) – Georgia

· feared govt. involvement

· laissez-faire 

Sam Rayburn (D) 

Charles Halleck (R)

· middle of the political spectrum

· Americans were tired of the billions of dollars in never-ending relief

· Questioned strengthening European industries to compete with our own

January 12, 1948 – opening statement

· House of Foreign Affairs Committee

Politicians in Favor

Vandenberg (R)

· helped to tighten the proposal, reducing amount of aid request
· helped write the preamble calling for more inter-European cooperation leading to the European Common Market

· set up a separate Agency – Economic Cooperation Agency headed by Paul Hoffman (CEO of Studebaker)

Other factors in the debate

Secretary George Marshall – administration’s point person in hearings and debates

· made follow-up speeches:

· Pittsburgh Chamber of Commerce

· National Cotton Council in Atlanta

· National Farm Institute in Des Moines

· Federal Council of Churches in Washington, DC

· General Federation of Women’s Clubs in Portland, Oregon

Soviet actions in Eastern Europe
· Feb. 1948 – Jan Masaryk (democratic leader of Czechoslovakia) assassinated

· Czechoslovakia absorbed into the Soviet orbit

· Establishment of the Cominform

· Division of Korea

· Likelihood that there would be a communist military victory in Manchuria

Administration built public support

· created the Committee on Foreign Aid (chaired by Averell Harriman) to study the plan’s impact on business

· Attorney General Clark and FBI director J. Edgar led a campaign for patriotic sentiment

· Propaganda that the plan would protect America’s “vital humanitarian,, economic, strategic and political interests.”

· Agreed to include China in the plan
