Opposing Viewpoints: The Introduction

Imagine the end of World War Il where refugees of the world were seeking safety and security,
a new start in life. For many that would include immigrating to a new country. The United
States played a pivotal role in the relocation of war refugees, but by 1951 the question
switched from helping refugees to providing for the national security of the nation. In October
1951, Senator Pat McCarran and Congressman Francis Walter proposed a controversial bill to
revise the immigration regulations for the United States.

Using the documents provided, analyze the characteristics of the various groups. What do they
have in common? What reasons would they oppose or support the McCarran-Walter Bill? Try to
recall historical context to help justify why a group would support or oppose the bill.

Organizations in support of passing the
McCarran-Walter Bill

What circumstances might have led to group
supporting the passage of the McCarran-Walter
Bill?

Organizations against the passage of the
McCarran-Walter Bill

What circumstances might have led to groups
opposing the passage of the McCarran-Walter Bill?

Questions to consider:

Why would Americans be in favor of more restrictive immigration regulations?
Why would Americans be opposed to the proposed changes to the immigration regulations?
How much will their beliefs play a part in the debate over the new immigration proposals?




Hook Source #1: Organizations against McCarran-Walter Act
Source Information: Excerpt letter from Herman Edelsberg to President Harry S.

Truman with attachment, with a Reply from Matthew J. Connelly, June 17, 1952.
Truman Papers, Official File. OF 133: Immigration. pg.3
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Hook Source #2: Organizations in favor of McCarran-Walter Act

Source Information: Excerpt document from Maurice Thatcher & Welburn Mayock letter
in support with Statement in regard to the McCarran-Walter Omnibus Immigration and

Naturalization Bill to President Harry S. Truman, June 12, 1952. Truman Papers, Official
File: Immigration. Pg.5

Mrs. Joho Hall Axford, Patriotic Women of America

Charles E. Babcock, Junior Order United American Mochanics
Nagene Campbell Bothuno, National Socisty for Constitutiopal Security

Brig. Gen. M. B. Curtis, National Sojourners
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