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With the Japanese-initiated attack on Pearl Harbor, the United States
was plunged into the midst of World War II. Nearly two months after the
attack, President Franklin D. Roosevelt issued Executive Order 9066.
In an effort to curb potential Japanese espionage, Executive Order 9066 approved the relocation of
Japanese-Americans into internment camps. At first, the relocations were completed on a voluntary
basis. Volunteers to relocate were minimal, so the executive order paved the way for forced
relocation of Japanese-Americans living on the west coast. During the six months following the issue
of EO 9066, over 100,000 Japanese-Americans found themselves placed into concentration camps
within the United States. These concentration camps were called “relocation camps”.
Japanese-Americans were referred to by their generation within the United States. The first
generation of Japanese immigrants were called Issei. The second generation of American born
Japanese-Americans were called Nisei. This executive order affected over 117,000 JapaneseAmericans from both generations. Thousands of people lost their homes and businesses due to
“failure to pay taxes”.
EO 9066 was widely controversial. This order stayed in place until President Harry S. Truman signed
Executive Order 9742 on June 25, 1946. EO 9742 ordered the liquidation of the War Relocation
Authority and allowed Japanese-Americans to return to their homes. Many of the newly released
Japanese-Americans returned home to find their belongings stolen or their property sold.
Japanese-Americans who were returning home faced discrimination and prejudice from the civilian
population. President Harry S. Truman, who was ashamed of these acts, paid tribute to the
Japanese-American soldiers of the 442nd Regimental Combat Team.
In 1988, President Reagan signed the Civil Liberties Act. The remaining survivors of the relocation
camps were sent formal letters of apology and were awarded $20,000 in restitutions from the United
States Government.
Despite the actions taken by various presidents after the liquidation of the War Relocation Authority,
many Japanese-Americans never felt closure. The American-created internment camps are rarely
discussed in history. Royals bench coach Don Wakamatsu said, “Any time you can talk about it, it
immortalizes it a little bit more,” he said. “There’s always in history a learning curve. Or so we can
hope… if we seek to stay true to the promise of the Declaration of Independence and our Nation’s
creed of liberty.”
Read more about what Don Wakamatsu says here: http://www.kansascity.com/sports/spt-columns-blogs/vahegregorian/article26505454.html#storylink=cpy

