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 Understanding American Aid Efforts through Political Cartoons

Part A - Examine the set of political cartoons from the Marshall Plan to help rebuild war-torn Europe.  Answer the following questions:

Image 1

1. What year was this political cartoon published and what is the significance?

2. Why is the U.S. Congress the “doctor?”

3. How is “communism” illustrated in a metaphorical image?

Image 2

4. What fear is expressed in this cartoon?

5. What is looming in the image and what does this represent?

6. What is the significance of the “shadow?”

7. What is the artist’s purpose and goal of this political cartoon?

Image 3

8. What is the purpose of the use of the bicycle in the cartoon?

9. Who is pedaling and what is the significance of this?

10. What role does the “American Taxpayer” have?

11. Explain the title, “He’s finally getting the hang of it.”

Image 4
12. What role has the American Marshall Plan played in Europe versus “Stalin’s Marshall Plan?”

13. Who might be the artist’s intended audience for this image?

Part B - Examine the political cartoons from the 21st century and answer the following questions:
Image 5
14. How is Al Qaeda depicted in the political cartoon and why?
15. What threat does Al Qaeda pose, according to the artist’s image?

Image 6

16. What expression does the American eagle communicate?
17. What is the focus of the American eagle’s attention?

Image 7

18. What is the symbolism of the playing cards?

19. What is the symbolism behind the different red and black cards?

20.  How would you describe the message of this cartoon?

Image 8
21. What is the purpose of light v. dark in this image?
22.Why is the date of this political cartoon so important?
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Part C – Historical Perspective 
1. What similarities do both sets of images have?
2. What differences do the sets of images seem to have?

3. Why do these images have similar themes?

4. How could the U.S. government use these images in similar ways, despite the half-century difference of time?

5. What impact have these images had on you?  Do they change any perspective or opinion you previously held?

Part D – Reflection
Explain how “nation-building” and American aid has evolved and changed since the Marshall Plan.  Do you think today’s methods are more effective, or less, and why?  What steps, if any, should America take to help struggling or war-torn countries in the world today?  See rubric on back for scoring.
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Reflection Paper Rubric – Understanding American Aid Efforts through Political Cartoons
	CATEGORY 
	4 - Above Standards 
	3 - Meets Standards 
	2 - Approaching Standards 
	1 - Below Standards 

	Position Statement 
	The position statement provides a clear, strong statement of the author's position on the topic. 
	The position statement provides a clear statement of the author's position on the topic. 
	A position statement is present, but does not make the author's position clear. 
	There is no position statement. 

	Support for Position 
	Includes 3 or more pieces of evidence (facts, statistics, examples, real-life experiences) that support the position statement. The writer anticipates the reader's concerns, biases or arguments and has provided at least 1 counter-argument. 
	Includes 3 or more pieces of evidence (facts, statistics, examples, real-life experiences) that support the position statement. 
	Includes 2 pieces of evidence (facts, statistics, examples, real-life experiences) that support the position statement. 
	Includes 1 or fewer pieces of evidence (facts, statistics, examples, real-life experiences). 

	Sequencing 
	Arguments and support are provided in a logical order that makes it easy and interesting to follow the author's train of thought. 
	Arguments and support are provided in a fairly logical order that makes it reasonably easy to follow the author's train of thought. 
	A few of the support details or arguments are not in an expected or logical order, distracting the reader and making the essay seem a little confusing. 
	Many of the support details or arguments are not in an expected or logical order, distracting the reader and making the essay seem very confusing. 

	Grammar & Spelling 
	Author makes no errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Author makes 1-2 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Author makes 3-4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 
	Author makes more than 4 errors in grammar or spelling that distract the reader from the content. 


Score: ________/16 Total Points
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