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Steel Seizure Case

Checks and Balances

Separation of Powers

Implied/Inherent Powers



Truman and the Steel Crisis

http://drive.google.com/file/d/1ZBAqjRUSYMwdDTs1-5zKOSBC3CYoH3Xl/view


Post 
WWII 

America

1945-1946

Economy

• Post WWII

• Economic 
Boom

• Labor Disputes

• 2 mil workers 
striking

1947

Congress

• Taft-Hartley Act 
restricted strikes 
and boycotts.

• Allowed 
President to 
stop strikes for 
80 days but 
restricted 
seizures

• Truman vetoed.

• Congress 
overrode his 
veto.

1950

North Korea

• North Korea 
invaded South 
Korea on June 25

• Congress passes 
Defense 
Production Act

• Allowed 
president to set 
ceiling for prices 
of defense 
products

1951

Labor vs. 
Industry

• Union steel 
workers plan to 
strike 
December 31.

• Wage and 
Stabilization 
Board

• Labor 
negotiations, 
meetings, 
panels, 
hearings, 
compromises 

• All fail

1952

Decisions

• Truman signs 
Executive Order 
10340 to seize 
steel mills hours 
before strike on 
April 9.

• Supreme Court 
returns mills to 
owners.
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https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets

https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets


Breakout Session:   8 groups (5 min)

Groups: 1-4 

What were the reactions and arguments from the 

steel owners to President Truman’s radio address?

Groups: 5-8 

What were the reactions and arguments from the 
steel workers to President Truman’s radio address?

Select a spokesperson to report out at the end of breakout session.

https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/library/public-papers/82/radio-and-television-address-american-
people-need-government-operation (Truman address)

https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/library/public-papers/82/radio-and-television-address-american-people-need-government-operation


• The war required that 
the steel mills remain 
in operation. 

• A steel industry strike 
would sacrifice  
America’s national 
defense and the lives 
of American soldiers. 

• “Inherent powers” in 
the constitution 
supported the 
executive power 
vested in a president; 
shall be  Commander 
in Chief during a 
national emergency.

Steel Owners Steel WorkersSteel Owners President Truman



● “The President’s power, if any, to issue the order must stem either 
from an act of Congress or from the Constitution itself.” There had 
been no act of Congress, so the Court turned to the Constitution. 

● The Court ruled that the President’s role of Commander in Chief 
power did not authorize the action, and neither did the “several 
constitutional provisions that grant executive power to the 
President.

Youngstown Sheet & Tube Company v. Sawyer      
(referred to as the Steel Seizure Case)

In a 6-3 decision this was a landmark 
United States Supreme Court decision 
that limited the power of the President 
of the United States to seize private 
property.



Resources

• https://youtu.be/TqePUkGtm4o (animated overview)

• https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/library/public-papers/82/radio-and-television-

address-american-people-need-government-operation (Truman address)

• https://www.crf-usa.org/bill-of-rights-in-action/bria-4-4-b-seizure-truman-takes-
the-steel-mills.html (Background essay)

• https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/education/lesson-plans/limits-presidential-power
(Presidential Powers lesson)

• https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/education (Education resources)

• Mark.adams@nara.gov and Angela.estep@nara.gov

• www.TrumanLibrary.gov
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