Seven Quotes on the Marshall Plan:
The material assistance and the moral encouragement provided by the Marshall Plan brought a powerful new impetus to the campaign for European unity. In fact, it can be said that the American policy of economic aid, coupled with the pressure of the Communist danger, created conditions in which, for the first time, the unification of Europe became a practical possibility.    

· The Council of Europe, 1949

The noble initiative of the Government of the United States is for our peoples an appeal which we cannot ignore without betraying them. Together, then, we will make, and make it quickly, the effort of mutual self-aid which will make us worthy of being aided.  For generations, men of all countries who rejected a selfish nationalism have longed for this assembly which is being held today. Let us be proud to be witness to it and to be the good craftsmen of a task dreamed of for centuries and, at the present time, urgently necessary.     
- Georges Bidault 

Foreign Minister of France, 1944-1946, 1947-1948, 1953-1954  

This magnanimous support [the Marshall Plan] deserves above all to be assessed from the point of view of its moral effect. It gave the German people the feeling that they were no longer written off by the rest of the world but that they also could again take part in the progress of the free world. Its economic and financial significance was, moreover, no less.    



-- Ludwig Erhard 

Chancellor of the Federal Republic of Germany, 1963-1966

Thanks to the Marshall Plan, the economy of the democratic part of Europe was saved....The aims defined by General Marshall in his Harvard speech were attained. The success was a striking demonstration of the advantages of cooperation between the United States and Europe, as well as among the countries of Europe themselves.    



-- Paul-Henri Spaak 

Prime Minister of Belgium, 1947-1949

Churchill's words won the war, 

Marshall's words won the peace.

--Dirk Stikker,

 Foreign Minister of The Netherlands, 1948-1952

It is an idea which translates the problem from one of individual countries to one of a continent, and only a country that is a continent could look at another continent in that way....When the Marshall proposals were announced, I grabbed them with both hands. I felt that it was the first chance we had ever been given since the end of the war to look at [the] European economy as a whole.    



--Ernest Bevin 


Foreign Secretary of Great Britain, 1945-1951  

I believe that, in years to come, we shall look back upon this undertaking as the dividing line between the old era of world affairs and the new -- the dividing line between the old era of national suspicion, economic hostility, and isolationism, and the new era of mutual cooperation to increase the prosperity of people throughout the world.
General Marshall will be known as one of those who brought this new era into being. But he would be the first to agree that it is more than the creation of statesmen. It comes from the minds and hearts of all the people. Our peoples are united in their determination to work together to deal with the basic problems of human life.
-- Harry S Truman 

President of the United States, 1945-1953
