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M. Presidens:

Your Committee has reviewed the Ameri-
can heritage and we have found in it again
the great goals of human frecdom and equal-
ity under just laws. We have surveyed the
flaws in the nation’s record and have found
them to be serious. We have considered
what government's appropriate role should
be in the securing of our rights, and have
concluded that it must assume greater leader-
ship.

We belicve that the time for action is now.
Our recommendations for bringing the
United States closer to its historic goal follow.



A REPORT THAT TAKES ITS PLACE IN HISTORY

Twice belore in American history, the nation has reviewed
the status of its civil rights. The first scrutiny, when the new Con-
stitution was ratified in 1791, resulted in the first ten amendments
—the Bill of Rights. Again, during the Civil War, wheun it became
clear that we could not survive “ball-slave, half-free,” civil rights
moved forward with the Ewaocipation Proclamation and three
new amendments to the Constitution.

Today there are compelling reasons for a third re-examina-
tion of our civil rights—to eliminate abuses arising [rom discrim-
ination on the grounds of race, creed, national origin or social
and economic status:

1) A moral reason—the United States can no longer coun-
tepance these burdens on our common conscience, these inroads

on its moral fibre.
2) An cconomic reason——the United States can no longer

afford this heavy drain vpon its human wealth, its national com-

petence.
3) An international reason—the United States is not so

strong, the final triumph of the democratic idea is not so in-
evitable that we cap ignore what the world thinks of us or our

record.

FOUR ESSENTIAL RIGHTS

The President’s Committee sets forth four basic rights cssen.
tial to the well-being of the individual:

1) The Right to Safety and Security of Person

2) The Right to Citizenship and its Privileges

3) The Right to Freedom of Conscience and Expression

4) The Right to Equality of Opportunity

I. The right to safety and security of person

Freedom exists only where everyone is secure against bond.
age, lawless violence, and arbitrary arrest and punishment. Where
individuals or mobs take the law in their own hands, where
justice is unequal, no man is safe.

The Committee found that many Americans still live in
fear of mob wiolence and brutal treatment by police officers.
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FOUR ESSENTIAL RIGHTS
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SUFFRAGE IN POLL TAX STATES

POTENTIAL VOTERS WHO VOTED IN
THE 1944 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTIONS
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NEGRO MILITARY MANPOWER
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THE NATION'S CAPITAL
A SYMBOL OF FREEDOM AND EQUALITY?
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To Secure These Rights

ALTHOUGH LYNCHING HAS DECLINED SHARPLY...
NO YEAR SINCE 1882 HAS BEEN FREE OF ITI

LYNCHINGS, WHITES AND NEGROES (1882~1946)
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The
BASES OF JOB DISCRIMINATION

(COMPLAINTS TO FEPC, FISCAL YEAR 1943-44)
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DISCRIMINATION CONTRIBUTES TO POOR HEALTH
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SOME UNDERLYING CAUSES

» POOR ECONOMIC STATUS OF NEGROES...
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DISCRIMINATION IN MEDICAL FACILITIES...

IN 1946 ONLY 1% OF ALL HOSPITAL BEDS . 99% OF ALL HOSPITAL BEDS AVAILABLE TO OTHERS
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SEGREGATION AND PREJUDICE

THE FOLLOWING QUESTION WAS ASKED
OF 1,710 WHITE ENLISTED MEN*

" Some Army divisions hove componies which include Negro plotoons
ond white plotoons. Mow would you feel odout it if your outfit wos
set 9p something like thet2”

THE ANSWERS.
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OUR FEDERAL CIVIL RIGHTS MACHINERY
NEEDS STRENGTHENING
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To Secure These Rights

FOR STRONGER CIVIL RIGHTS ENFORCEMENT MACHINERY
THE PRESIDENT'S COMMITTEE RECOMMENDS

EXECUTIVE OFFICES
OF THE PRESIDENT
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