Source 1: UN Charter
Source Information: The following source was an excerpt from the United Nations Charter passed in the San
Francisco Conference, 1945. Article 1 & 2 of the Charter outline the purpose of the United Nations.

CHAPTER I
PURPOSES AND PRINCIPLES

Article 1

The-Purposes of the United Nations are:

1. To maintain international peace and se-
curity, and to that end: to take effective collec-
tive measures {or the prevention and removal of
threats to the peace, and for the suppression of
nets of aggression or other breaches of the peace,
and to bring about by peaceful means, and in con-
formity with the principles of justice and inter-
national law, adjustment or settlement of inter-
national disputes or situations which might lead
to a breach of the peace;

2. Todevelop friendly relations among nations
based on respect for the principle of equal rights
and self-determination of peoples, and to take
other appropriate measures to strengthen univer-
aal peace;

3. To achieve international cooperation in
solving international problems of an economic,
social, cultural, or humanitarian character, and in
promoting and encouraging respect for human
rights and for fundamental freedoms for all with-
out distinction as to race, sex, language, or re-
ligion; and

4. To be a center for harmonizing the actions
of nations in the attainment of these common ends.

Article 2

The Organization and its Members, in parsuit
of the Purposes stated in Article 1, shall act in
accordance with the following Principles.

1. The Organization is based on the principle
of the sovereign equality of all its Members.

2. All Members, in order to ensure to all of
them the rights and benefits resulting from mem-
bership, shall fulfil in good faith the obligations
assumed by them in accordance with the present
Charter.

3. All Members shall settla their international

disputes by peaceful means in such a manner that
international peace and security, and justice, are
not endangered.

4. All Members shall refrain in their interna
tional relations from the threat or use of force
against the territorial integrity or political inde-
pendence of any state, or in any other manner
inconsistent with the Purposes of the United
Nations.

3. All Memhbera shall give the United Nations
every assistance in any action it takes in accord-
ance with the present Charter, and shall refrain
from giving assistance to any state against which
the United Nations is taking preventive or enforce-
ment potion,

6. The Organization shall ensure that states
which are not Members of the United Nations act
in accordance with these Principles so far as may
be necessary for the maintenance of international
peace and security.

7. Nothing contained in the present Charter
shall authorize the United Nations to intervene in
matters which are essentially within the domestic
jurisdiction of any state or shall require the Mem-
bers to submit such matters to settlement under
the present Charter; but this principle shall not
prejudice the application of enforeement meas-
ures under Chapter VI

CHAPTER II
MEMBERSHIP

Ariicle 3

The original Members of the United Nations
shall be the states which, having participated in
the United Nations Conference on International
Organization at San Francisco, or having previ-
ously signed the Declaration by United Nations
of January 1, 1942, sign the present Charter and
ratify it in accordance with Article 110,



Using Source 1

Sourcing Questions What is the United Nations? Why is it important
to understand what the United Nations is when
examining the Korean conflict?

Contextualization Questions When was the United Nations charter ratified?
What purposes were addressed in the charter? How
might this document, which addresses the U.N.
role, be more meaningful when understanding U.S.
foreign policy at the time?

Corroboration Tasks

Close Reading Questions According to the document, how is U.N. to be
involved in foreign affairs? How might that affect
opposing political ideologies throughout the
world?




Source Information: The following source was an excerpt from the New York Times, published on October 20,
1946 (pg. 4E). The diagram outlines the initial divisions of the newly formed United Nations.

Source 2: UN Organizational Chart
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Using Source 2

When was the chart published?
What organization created the chart?

Sourcing Questions

When did the U.N. was published?
What major U.N. bodies are outlined within the
chart?

Contextualization Questions

How does this chart relate to the purpose of the
U.N., as outlined in the U.N. charter?

Corroboration Tasks

What conclusions can the reader draw from the
chart? What do these details indicate about the size
and scope of the United Nations?

Close Reading Questions




Source 3: Blair House Meeting
Source Information: Notes on Blair House Meeting on June 26th,1950. South Korea was invaded on June
25th. While President Truman was in office, the White House was under renovation and the Trumans lived at

Blair House.

Papers af':
George M, Elpgey

T

Juns 24, 1550 - Momday . 1_

Subject: Blair Houss Meetings = ...

During tie courwe of the Sar on Juno 26, 1% bocame apparent
that She forces of the Repukiic of Horea wars not capable of holding
Seoul, and thasw were some reports thet they were 1n danger of Leedomnt
eolligme. At § o'clsck &n the evening of Jume 28, & meesing wes beld,
sttacded by the Presidust, the Secretary of Stata with Mesars. Mahihews,
Gusie, Hickerson, acd Jeasup, the Sesrebary of Cefansa, Searetary Fasa,
Secratary Fialetter, and the Joint Calefs of Staff, Lt this meeting I.t-

i
2. Tha Navy amd Adr Foroe be inotrected to offer tha fullest

mﬂ-qpnﬁhthmm:mumuarmjﬁturm;
b  orders be issusd to the Seventh Fleet to prewsst an attack
an Formosa, the Naticnal Governmeot of China be told to Saslst From
operalions agalnst the mainland; and the Seventh Fleet be ordered b
eflech Lhisg
: @s U, Gy military foroes in the Fhilippines be incrwased, amd
ald to toe Priligpises sccaleratsd)
d. add to Imdechdea be stepped up and a strong militacy
misaion sent thare.
Turlng tho course of the swiicg the probles of whether or mat
: gromnd forees might b comitbed was considered, and it was agresd tmt
abxl';ﬁ‘ this would require mabstantial mobllizaticn.
i Appropriate orders were issued that eveslsg and a publie an—
nouncemant =ade the next doy.

Soareks  Secretary Asiegon's Briefing Book
borrowed by G.E.E. From Awecell |'[:.I.'.|:':LI:I.:I.'.I- - T



Using Source 3

Sourcing Questions When was this document written? What type of
document if this?

Contextualization Questions What is the purpose of this document? Why was
the meeting at Blair House called?

Corroboration Tasks Can we trust this source? Why or Why not?

Close Reading Questions When were the orders detailed in the document
to be put into place?




Source 4: UN Resolutions

Source Information: The following two sources are each resolutions passed by the United Nations Security
Council in June 1950 that give recommendations on the international response to the North Korean invasion of
South Korea. (2pgs.)

82 {1958, Resolution of 25 Jane 1950
[5/1501]

The Spcurity ol
Recalling the finding of the General Assembly in s
resolution 203 {1¥) of 21 Oclober 1949 that the Govern-
ment of the Fepublic of Korea is a lawfully established
ernment kaving effective control and jurisdiction over
that part of Korea where the United Mations Temparary
Commission on Korea was able 10 ohserve and consuli
and in which the preat majority of the people of Korea
residie; that this Governmend is based on elections which
were & valid expression of (e free will of the el=clorale
of that part of Korea and which were observed by the
Temporary Commission: and that this is the oaly such

Government in Korea,

Mindful of the concern expressed the Ceneral
Assem in s resolutions 195 (110 of 12 December
1948 amd 293 {IV) of 21 October 1949 about the conse-

which might follow unbess Member States
reffained from acts derogaiory to the resulis sought 1o
be achiewed by the Uniled Matons in bringing aboat
the complete independence and unity of Korea: and
the comcern expressed that the situation described by
the United Mations Commission on Ketea in its report ®
menaces the salely and well-being of the Repable af
Korea and of the people of Korea and might lead to
open military conflict there,
Noting with grave concern the armed alisck on (he
Republic of Korea by forces from Morth Korea,

Defermines that this action constittes a breach of the
peate; and
]
Cails far the immediate cessation of hostilities,

Cails wpor the authorities in North Korea to withdraw
forthwith their armed forces to the 38tk parallel ;

Requests the United MNations Commission on Korea

(0} To commumcate s fully considersd recom-
mendatiens on the situation with the least possible delay:

(¥ To cbserve the withdrawal of Morih Korean farces
to the 3&th pu.r.lll:l'.

{ey Te kq-:-p the Secority Council mformed on the
execulion of this resolution

1

i_",'ﬂ.ll.hq.?p.u all Member States to render cvery assistance
o the United Mations in the execuation of this resolution
B Becords of the Seearivy Connril, b ear, Mo 15,
473d rrrllrlin& P & Teoknaie I fdeciment 51
S 140G,

J.I'FI:H'l'H,H'Il.q. |

&2 (19507, Résalution du 25 juin 1950
[8/1501)

L Conredl de sécrenitd,

frwer les conclusions gue 1Assembléc générile o
lormuléss dans sa résolution 293 (V) du 21 octobro
194%, & savoir que ke Gouvernoment de la République
de Corde est un powvernement légihime gui excrce
effectivement son autoritéd et sa juridection sur lo partie
de la Corde o6 b Commission temporaine des Mations
Unies pour la Corde & éié en mesure de procéder 3 e
ohsereations i des consultations €1 dans lequelle réside
la grande majorité de In population de la Corde: aue
o gouvernement el nd A Eections qui ant &6 expressian
valable de b litre wvolonté du corps dlectoral de cedre
partie de la Corde et qui ont £14 ehservdes par la Commis-
sion lemparzie; et que ledit gouvernemend est le seul
qui, en Corde, posséde cette qualieé,

Conrcient 8¢ ¢¢ que "Assemblée pénérale, dans se
résolutions 195 (T} duw 12 dboembre 1948 ¢t 293 (V)
du 21 octabre 1949, s'ingquitte des conséquences que
pourraient avoir des actes préjudiciables aun résuliats
que cherchenl & obenir les Nations Unies en vee de
I ndance el de I"unité comphlies de ln Corde et
invite les Fiais Membres & s'abstenir dacies de cetre
nature; ¢ comssenl de oce que Assemblée pEnérale
craind que la situsdion décrite par la Commision dans

| d0B Fapport ® ne menaos In slretd of le bien-dtre de L
République de Corée et du peuple coreen &8 e risque
iz conduire & un véritahle conflit armé en Corde,

Prevant acte de attaque dirigée contre la Républigue:
de Corde par des forces armées venues de Cords du Nord
attaque qui le préoccupe gravement,

Cowird ahe quie CeREE adioen constitee wnee rupture de
[FY paix; e
i

Demangdy la cossalion immediate des hossilités ;

Tawite les autorités de la Corée du Mord & retiner imme-
diatemend lewrs Toross armées sur ke 1589 parall-ilr.-;

]

Priv la Commission des Malions Unees pour la Cenoc:

a) D communiguer, aprés mibr examen et dans ¢
plus bhref déla pnuihlc, ses recommandaliong au supet
de |3 srsation;

A1 DVaobserver le retrait des foroes de la Coede du Maord
sur le 180 paralléle:

o D tenir b Consell de sécurind an courin de
l'exécution de la présente nésoluticn:

1t

frvise Lous bes Etals Membres & priter beur entier
CONCOurs & I'I]-r_glnisuii-un des Mations  Unies pur

B OWoir Pl v -fjl;l'l-n'n': dy Cosredl o Ifcarld, ¢ i
anode, o 15 478 siange, p 1, mode B (document 500189 ol doow-
erenl 5149 a1 1M:£|'|E11||Fl‘|.lﬂ fipurasd st au e W T
| la déclaration du Présidoen, p. et 4 de la minoe séance.



Source 4: UN Resolutions (Cont.)

and to refrain from giving assistance Lo the North Korean |

authoritics.

Adopred ar the +7drd meeting
by ¥ voter to none, with |
ahstentio ¢ Vugposlavia ) 1*

83 (1950). Resolation of 27 June 1950
[§/1511]

The Security Council,
Having determined that the armed attack u

a breach of the peace,
Having called for an immediate cessation of hostilities,

Having called upon the authorities in North Korea to
withdraw forthwith their armed forces to the 38th parallel,

Having noted from the report of the United Nations
Commission on Korea ™ that the authorities in North
Korea have neither ceased hostilities nor withdrawn their
armed forces to the 38th parallel, and that urgent military
measures are required to restore international peace and
security,

Having noted the appeal from the Republic of Korea
to the United MNations for immediate and effective steps
to secure peace and security,

Recommends that the Members of the United Nations
furnish such assistance to the Republic of Korea as may
be necessary to repel the armed attack and to restore
international peace and security in the arca.

Adopted ar the 47dth meeting
by 7 volerto ! Yugposlavia),"?

pon the
Republic of Korea by forces from North Korea constitutes |

I'exécution de la présenic résolution et a s’abstenir de
venir en aide aux autorités de la Corée du Nord.
Adoprée o la 473 séance par

W owolx conrfre 2ére, arec L
ahstention | Yoggoslavie} 10

83 (1950). Résolution du 27 juin 1950
[8/1511)
Le Conseil de sécurite,

Ayani constaté gue 'attaque dirigée contre la Répu-
blique de Corée par des forces armées venues de Corée
du Mord constitue une rupture de la paix,

Ayant demandé la cessation immédiate des hostilités,

Ayant invité les autorités de la Corée du Nord & retirer
immédiatement leurs forces armées sur le 38° paralléle,

Avant constaté, d'aprés le rapport de la Commission
des Nations Unies pour la Corée ', que les autorités de
la Corée du Nord n'ont ni suspendu les hostilités, ni
retiré leurs forces armées sur le 38¢ paralléle, et qu'il fau
prendre d'urgence des mesures militaires pour rétablir la
paix et la sécurité internationales,

Ayanmt pris acte de 'appel adressé aux Nations Unies
par la Rélr;‘uh]ic[ue de Corée, qui demande que des
mesures  efficaces soient  priscs immédiatement pour
garantic la paix et la sécurité

Recommande aux Membre, de 1'Organisation  des
Nations Unies d%uipporter & la République de Corée
toute "aide nécessaire pour repousser les assaillants et
rétablir dans cette région la paix et |z sécurité interna-
tionales.

Velapive a la F71° séance par
Iowoin contre we ( Yogeo-
slovie ) 11,

Using Source 4

Sourcing Questions

What organization passed these resolutions?
When were each of these resolutions passed?

Contextualization Questions

Why do you think these resolutions were printed
in two languages?

Corroboration Tasks

Compare the dates these two resolutions were
passed to what you learned from Source 3. What
does this tell you about who was really in charge
of the Korean War?

Close Reading Questions

Summarize what each resolutions is asking for in
your own words.




Source 5: Joint Chief Staff (JCS) Memo
Source Information: Memo: Summary of events in Korea. June 26th 1950.

Papers of;
George M. Elsey -

DECLASSIFIED
— T K3 Mo, Mn :;;:

BY o e MANE, Dadn

June 26, 1950 - Monday
Subject: Events in Kores.

The Joint Chiefs of Stalf summary of evenls in Korea
prepared for the Semate Commitiees summarized events in Korea on
June 26 which led up to the declision to employ United States Adir

and Naval forces as follows:

1. It appesred that the North Koreans comld take Seoul
within 2L hours; Nerth Eorean tanks were in Seoul.

2, The South Korean Covernment had fled to Taegu.

3. Ammunition and other supplies were bedng loaded in
Japan; nothing had arrived in Korea,

L. The ROEK forces had not succeeded in halting the advance

of the North Horesns.

Source JCS Secret Summary Book for Senate Committees, 30 April 1951.



Using Source 5

Sourcing Questions Who is the author of this document? Why was it
written?
Contextualization Questions What decision is this document defending? How

does this document defend this decision? How
might the circumstances under which this
document was written affect its content?

Corroboration Tasks Where else could | look up to support or refute
the claims made by this source?

Close Reading Questions Which piece of information listed in this source do
you believe most influenced the decision made?




Source 6: Soviet Statement
Source Information: Excerpt from statement made by Soviet Foreign minister Andrei Gromyko on July 4th,
1950 regarding the Soviet Union’s perspective of the situation in Korea.

Excerpt 1:

It is known that the United States Government had started armed intervention in Korea before the Security
Council was summoned to meet on June 27, without taking into consideration what decision the Security
Council might take. Thus the United States Government confronted the United Nations Organisation with a
fait accompli, with a violation of peace.

The Security Council merely rubber-stamped and back-dated the resolution proposed by the United States
Government, approving the aggressive actions which this Government had undertaken. Furthermore, the
American resolution was adopted by the Security Council with a gross violation of the Charter of the United
Nations Organisation.

In accordance with Article 27 of the United Nations Charter all Security Council decisions on major issues
must be adopted by an affirmative vote of not less than seven members, including the votes of all the five
permanent members of the Security Council, i.e., of the Soviet Union, China, the United States, Great
Britain and France.

However, the American resolution approving the United States armed intervention in Korea was adopted by
only six votes — those of the United States, Britain, France, Norway, Cuba and Ecuador. The vote of the
kuomintangite Tsiang Ting-fu, who unlawfully occupies China’s seat on the Security Council, was counted
as the seventh vote for this resolution.

Excerpt 2:

It follows from the aforesaid that this resolution, which the U.5. Government is using as a cover for its
armed intervention in Korea, was illegally put through the Security Council with a gross violation of the
Charter of the United Nations Organisation. This only became possible because the gross pressure of the
United States Government on the members of the Security Council converted the United Nations
Organisation into a kind of branch of the U.5. State Department, into an obedient tool of the policy of
American ruling circles who acted as violators of peace.

The illegal resolution of June 27, adopted by the Security Council under pressure from the United States
Government, shows that the Security Council is acting, not as a body which is charged with the main
responsibility for the maintenance of peace, but as a tool utilised by the ruling circles of the United States for
unleashing war.

This resolution of the Security Council constitutes a hostile act against peace.



Using Source 6

Sourcing Questions Who is the author of this document? What type of
biases could this author have?

Contextualization Questions When was this statement released? Why do you
think the author chose that particular day?

Corroboration Tasks Which of the other sources you have analysed,
support the information presented in Source 6.

Close Reading Questions How does the author of the document describe
the United Nations? What two criticisms of the
United States are put forth in this document?
“What does the author mean when they write the
UN resolutions were “rubber stamped and back-
dated?”




Source 7: President Truman’s Press Release
Source Information: Excerpt from a speech given by Harry S Truman over the radio on September 1st, 1950
addressing the situation in Korea.

!
" First: We believe in the United Hations. 4hen we
- ratified its Charter, we pledged ourselves to seek peace and
security through this world organization. We ]Ln:e;:nr our werd when
we went to the suppert of. the United Nations 1:1 Eﬂrﬁa t-'fm monthe ago.
Vig' sh.g_'l_'l. nE‘lrEr Eo bauk on’ 'I:.ha'b pmdge. Mg
. el el T T e :
Srecnmi e believe ""..ha Earemm ha'w: a right to be' f:rne,
indapmdeut, ard united -= as they want-to'be.  Under the direction
and guidance of the United Nations, we, with ‘others, will 'do-our
part to help them enjoy that right.’' The United States has no .other
aim in J:Eurea. ' :

o E -\.' PRt o aE l:'.r " .
'-.-' Iz X Bl s FT,T3 K b oond sy

Lo *’Th:l.rd; ‘We do 'not 'want the fighting in Korea to.expand -
intoa general war. It'will'not spread unless ‘communist:'imperialism
draws ‘other armies and gnverﬂ:nﬂnt-s intu ‘l'.he f:[ght. of. ‘Lha- aimr"essurs
ﬂgmst 'l:ha Umted Hﬂ.‘l’.-lﬂ'IIS- AT gl L e sttt :

S 5 R - R TR s

Using Source 7

Sourcing Questions Who is the author of this document? What type of
biases could this author have?

Contextualization Questions What was the purpose of this document? How
might the purpose of the document affect what is
said?

Corroboration Tasks Which of the other sources you have analysed,

support the information presented in Source 6.

Close Reading Questions According to this document, what is the United
States purpose in Korea and what is the role of the
United Nations in Korea?




Report, "Status of United Nations Offers of Assistance for Korea", October 6, 1950. President's Secretary's

Files, Truman Papers. (pg 1 of 4)

Source 8: UN Aid Report
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Using Source 8

Sourcing Questions Who is the author of this document? When was it
written? What is the documents message?

Contextualization Questions What do the choices say about the role of the
United States and the United Nations resources?

Corroboration Tasks How does supporting documents support or
complicate this document?

Close Reading Questions What conclusions can the reader draw from this
document?

What do these details indicate about the size and
scope of the United Nation resources?




Source 9: Wake Island Conference

Source Information: An excerpt from the minutes of the Wake Island Conference in October,1950. General

MacArthur was the Commander of the United Nations Forces in Korea. General Bradley was the Chairman of
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. President Truman was also in attendance. (2 pages)

: : EGENEE.A.L BRADLEY: With regard to the offers of additional
troops from the United Nations, are not some of t.hgm more trouble than
-they.are worth militarily? _Pca]itically theyr@re fine. Some of the offers are
s-ﬁll m n:all.iuinua form. Some are due to arrive in Korea in February or
Ilviarch. In mns;t cases it will be necessary for us to pay for their transporta-
.tic:n, maintenance and trahhé_a:nd inasmuch as General Mac/hrthur i-E.K.‘.PEl'.‘-tE
to have concluded military upetatiuﬁs by November, is it worthwhile to con~
tinue working on them or should we ask only for token forces? '

- GENERAL MacARTHUR: - They are useless from the military
point of view and probably would nm_*ér see action, From the political point
of ;iew, they give a United Nations flavor, I think that the balance between

shese two considerations should be struckin Washington., [ cannot do it
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Source 9: Wake Island Conference (Cont.)

T e ek # mop wEUREY

- GENERAL BRADLEY: . Perhaps the United Nations flavor
could be zgﬁai;;ed_ but the cost ,_rgduceri by having only token units as, _fnr
example,. from Canada, ._whic,'_n- ha.d-pr_np.és;d to send a brigade to Okinawa

- for further tra.inigg. .

| AMBASSADOR JESSUFP: Mr, Pearsqr_l. the Canadian Minister
of External Affairs, has said that.t];e Canadians would prefer not to seqd
trc:r.l-ps- té-Kﬁrea but were willing to put them into international service, _p_::s-
;ihl_y to eﬁrmark them for Europe,
ADMIRAL EiA.DFDRD. The Canadians have some representa-
tion., They have three destroyers in Korea,

_ - GENERAL MacARTHUR: Their services have been excellent, ‘

Using Source 9

Sourcing Questions What type of document is this? Whose words are
being recorded?

Contextualization Questions Explain how General MacArthur’s occupation
might affect what he said at this Conference?

Corroboration Tasks How does Source 8 support or refute the
information presented in this source?

Close Reading Questions What do the speakers in this document believe is
the role of the UN in Korea? What might General
Bradley mean by “United Nations flavor?”






