
Source 1: UN Charter 
Source Information: The following source was an excerpt from the United Nations Charter passed in the San 
Francisco Conference, 1945.  Article 1 & 2 of the Charter outline the purpose of the United Nations.  

 

 
  



 
Using Source 1 

 

Sourcing Questions 
 
 

What is the United Nations? Why is it important 
to understand what the United Nations is when 
examining the Korean conflict? 

Contextualization Questions 
 
 

When was the United Nations charter ratified? 
What purposes were addressed in the charter? How 
might this document, which addresses the U.N. 
role, be more meaningful when understanding U.S. 
foreign policy at the time? 

Corroboration Tasks 
 
 

 

Close Reading Questions 
 
 
 

According to the document, how is U.N. to be 
involved in foreign affairs?  How might that affect 
opposing political ideologies throughout the 
world? 

 
  



 
Source 2: UN Organizational Chart 

Source Information: The following source was an excerpt from the New York Times, published on October 20, 
1946 (pg. 4E). The diagram outlines the initial divisions of the newly formed United Nations. 
 

 
Using Source 2 

Sourcing Questions 
 
 

When was the chart published? 
What organization created the chart? 
 

Contextualization Questions 
 
 

When did the U.N. was published? 
What major U.N. bodies are outlined within the 
chart? 

Corroboration Tasks 
 
 

How does this chart relate to the purpose of the 
U.N., as outlined in the U.N. charter? 

Close Reading Questions 
 
 
 

What conclusions can the reader draw from the 
chart? What do these details indicate about the size 
and scope of the United Nations? 

 



 
Source 3: Blair House Meeting 

Source Information: Notes on Blair House Meeting on June 26th,1950. South Korea was invaded on June 
25th.  While President Truman was in office, the White House was under renovation and the Trumans lived at 
Blair House.   
 

  



 
 

Using Source 3 
 

Sourcing Questions 
 
 

When was this document written? What type of 
document if this?  

Contextualization Questions 
 
 

What is the purpose of this document? Why was 
the meeting at Blair House called? 

Corroboration Tasks 
 
 

Can we trust this source? Why or Why not? 

Close Reading Questions 
 
 
 

When were the orders detailed in the document 
to be put into place? 

  



 
Source 4: UN Resolutions 

Source Information: The following two sources are each resolutions passed by the United Nations Security 
Council in June 1950 that give recommendations on the international response to the North Korean invasion of 
South Korea. (2pgs.) 

 

  



 
Source 4: UN Resolutions (Cont.) 

 

 
Using Source 4 

 

Sourcing Questions 
 
 

What organization passed these resolutions? 
When were each of these resolutions passed? 

Contextualization Questions 
 
 

Why do you think these resolutions were printed 
in two languages? 

Corroboration Tasks 
 
 

Compare the dates these two resolutions were 
passed to what you learned from Source 3.  What 
does this tell you about who was really in charge 
of the Korean War? 

Close Reading Questions 
 
 

Summarize what each resolutions is asking for in 
your own words.  

 



Source 5: Joint Chief Staff (JCS) Memo 
Source Information: Memo: Summary of events in Korea. June 26th 1950. 
 
 

 
  



Using Source 5 
 

Sourcing Questions 
 
 

Who is the author of this document? Why was it 
written? 

Contextualization Questions 
 
 

What decision is this document defending? How 
does this document defend this decision? How 
might the circumstances under which this 
document was written affect its content? 

Corroboration Tasks 
 
 

Where else could I look up to support or refute 
the claims made by this source?  

Close Reading Questions 
 
 
 

Which piece of information listed in this source do 
you believe most influenced the decision made?  

 
 

  



 
Source 6: Soviet Statement 

Source Information: Excerpt from statement made by Soviet Foreign minister Andrei Gromyko on July 4th, 
1950 regarding the Soviet Union’s perspective of the situation in Korea.  

 
 Excerpt 1: 

 
 Excerpt 2: 

 
  



Using Source 6 
 

Sourcing Questions 
 
 

Who is the author of this document? What type of 
biases could this author have?  

Contextualization Questions 
 
 

When was this statement released? Why do you 
think the author chose that particular day? 

Corroboration Tasks 
 
 

Which of the other sources you have analysed, 
support the information presented in Source 6.  

Close Reading Questions 
 
 
 

How does the author of the document describe 
the United Nations? What two criticisms of the 
United States are put forth in this document? 
“What does the author mean when they write the 
UN resolutions were “rubber stamped and back-
dated?” 

 
 

  



 
Source 7: President Truman’s Press Release 

Source Information: Excerpt from a speech given by Harry S Truman over the radio on September 1st, 1950 
addressing the situation in Korea. 
  

 
 

Using Source 7 
 

Sourcing Questions 
 
 

Who is the author of this document? What type of 
biases could this author have?  

Contextualization Questions 
 
 

What was the purpose of this document? How 
might the purpose of the document affect what is 
said? 

Corroboration Tasks 
 
 

Which of the other sources you have analysed, 
support the information presented in Source 6.  

Close Reading Questions 
 
 
 

According to this document, what is the United 
States purpose in Korea and what is the role of the 
United Nations in Korea? 

  



 
Source 8: UN Aid Report 

Report, "Status of United Nations Offers of Assistance for Korea", October 6, 1950. President's Secretary's 
Files, Truman Papers. (pg 1 of 4) 
 

 



 
 

Using Source 8 
 

Sourcing Questions 
 
 

Who is the author of this document? When was it 
written? What is the documents message? 

Contextualization Questions 
 
 

What do the choices say about the role of the 
United States and the United Nations resources? 

Corroboration Tasks 
 
 

How does supporting documents support or 
complicate this document? 

Close Reading Questions 
 
 
 

What conclusions can the reader draw from this 
document? 
What do these details indicate about the size and 
scope of the United Nation resources? 

 
  



 
Source 9: Wake Island Conference 

Source Information: An excerpt from the minutes of the Wake Island Conference in October,1950. General 
MacArthur was the Commander of the United Nations Forces in Korea. General Bradley was the Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff. President Truman was also in attendance. (2 pages) 
 

 
 

  



 
 

Source 9: Wake Island Conference (Cont.) 

 
 
 

Using Source 9 
 

Sourcing Questions 
 
 

What type of document is this? Whose words are 
being recorded?  

Contextualization Questions 
 
 

Explain how General MacArthur’s occupation 
might affect what he said at this Conference? 

Corroboration Tasks 
 
 

How does Source 8 support or refute the 
information presented in this source? 

Close Reading Questions 
 
 
 

What do the speakers in this document believe is 
the role of the UN in Korea? What might General 
Bradley mean by “United Nations flavor?” 

 
 
 

  




