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“You've just never seen
such a radiant, happy
look on a man's face.”







“You've just never seen
such a radiant, happy
look on a man’s face.”

- ETHEL NOLAND,

HARRY TRUMAN'S COUSIN
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A VERY

BIG DAY

‘After nine years of courtship, Captain Truman
and Bess Wailace

o June 28, 191, at Triny Egiacopel Courch ) Y[

ot be said ofthe poory formed reaty.

TREATY OF
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“My Dear Wife:

I hesitated somewhat on that word.

I wanted to say honey, sweetheart, Miss
Bessie. But the one I used is in the last
analysis the finest and loveliest word in the
world. When a man has a perfect one as I

have, what in life is better?”

- HARRY TRUMAN, IN A LETTER TO
BESS TRUMAN, JULY 16, 1923

“Dear Old Sweetness,

My! but I was glad to get that letter
this morning. And it sure was a nice
one - about the nicest I ever had.”

- BESS TRUMAN, IN A LETTER TO
HARRY TRUMAN, JULY 17, 1923










A NEW
OPPORTUNITY




“.am| just a crook to
Compromise jn order
fo get the job done?
You Jjudge it, I can't”

JUDGE HaR
UNDATED

RY TRUMAN, In AN
LONGHAND NOTE
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ALLIED OCCUPIED
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—

SOVIET OCCUPIED
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The United States recognizes
the provisional government
as the de facto authority of

the new State of Israel.

- PRESIDENT HARRY S. TRUMAN
PRESS RELEASE
MAY 14,1948
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 worked for peace for five years
and six months and it looks like
World War Il is here.”

= HARRY TRUMAN, IN A LONGHAND NOTE,
DECEMBER 9, 1950
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Truman Orders U.S,
To Attack In Move
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Truman Orders U.S.
! To Attack In Move
/ / To Stop Communism

WASHINGTON, | June:
preaident Truman (oday aped
cAn planes and warships i
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Truman called his decade in the Seratefr
1935 10 1945 his “ten happiest years.
Margaret enjoyed the capital's cultural,
while splitting their time with family and
back home. Truman relished his work; i)
‘camaraderie of the Senate’s inner social cird i
Bess was his partner and sounding n
a point of seeking her counsel, and she! "
worked alongside him in the office. |
familly wrote letters revealing private| !
and observations of the idening world aro
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“[Mother] ‘
instantly fell in i
love with the place.

RGARET TRUMAN
MARGA

alked
gach morning until an attempred as
In1950. To his frustration, ho was ther,

deiven across the streat o wory Truman's first

Cabinet mecting after the i, on of South
Korea took place af Blair House










“This great white jail
is a hell of a place in
which to be alone.”

HARRY TRUMAN, IN A DIARY ENTRY,
JANUARY 6, 1947

When the Trumans moved into the White House
in 1945, they were shocked to find it falling apart.
Bess went to work, hoping fresh paint and new
curtains would improve morale. When she and
Margarot were in town, the Trumans read, played
the piano, and talked most evenings. Yet with his
family in Independence half the year, Truman was
often lonely. He buried himself in work. Late at
night, the ereaks and groans of the aging White
House conjured up thoughts of past Prosidents
who had roamed the same rooms. His fascination
with White House history guided him lator when
major repairs became an urgent necessity,










THIRD FLOOR | resmence

SECOND FLOOR | sespoce

FIRST FLOOR | STATE RoOMS

BASEMENTS | UTILITY SPACE
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The legislative branch, also known
as Congress, drafts, revises, and
passes laws. It is composed of two

HERE IS WHAT NEEDS TO HAPPEN
FOR A BILL TO BECOME A LAW:

Il Il
Il Il
1} I}

) y, ’ /4
Wr272 oYy ¢ 4 L ¢ £4
chambers - the Senate and the
House of Representatives - both of
which can introduce legislation. Bills,
or proposed laws, often face a long INTRODUCE DEBATE AND VOTE PRESIDENTIAL ACTION " / e £
< - f 4 -
= " e of
and challenging road to passage. PHEBILL If the bill is approved by committee After passing both houses, the
Members of Congress go through a A member of one of the itis then debated by all members bill goes o the President. If the
5 chambers of Congress of the Congressional house where President signs it, it becomes
figorous process of research, writing, introduces the bl it was introduced. If it passes, it alaw. If the President “vetoes, y
debate, editing, and, finally, voting. Is sent 10 the other house. This or rejects, it, it goes back to ’
A process takes Congress where they can vote fo s 7 /
After this process, some bills end up place in both chambers. override the veto. That requires a SLE S 1o oY
being more than 1,000 pages long! 2/3 majority vote,
GO TO COMMITTEE RECONCILE DIFFERENCES I (S0
If the bill is selected, a small If the two chamb: of Congress
£roup from that chamber meets version of
conduct ence Committee
ch, and make chang f members of both
They decide if the bill should chambers works out a compromise
continue on 10 the next ste, that must then pass in both the e . LA 5
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The Constitution gives the judiciary the

authority to interpret laws The Supreme Court
remains the ultimate authority, but a system of
district courts and courts of appeal has evolved
over time. Juc

5 and justices are appointed
for life but can be

'moved through the
Impeachment process. In theory, this insulates
the courts from partisan or political influence.

Harry Truman appointed four Justices to the
United States Supreme Court: Harold Burton
1945), Fred Vinson (Chief Justice, 1946)

1 Clark (1949), and Sherman Minton (1949)

Truman had a mixed relationship with the
Supreme Court. In 1952, in a six to three
opinion, the Court struck down his attempt
1o seize the nation’s steel mills Truman
had done this to prevent strikes from
delaying production of war materials
needed for the conflict in Korea, Having
the case, Truman relented. But strikes
closed down much of the nation’s

eel
production for nearly two months




The Constitution gives the judiciary the
authority to interpret laws. The Supreme Court
remains the ultimate authority, but a system of
district courts and courts of appeal has evolved
over time. Judges and justices are appointed
for life but can be removed through the
impeachment process. In theory, this insulates
the courts from partisan or political influence.

Harry Truman appointed four justices to the
United States Supreme Court: Harold Burton
(1945), Fred Vinson (Chief Justice, 1946),
Tom Clark (1949), and Sherman Minton (1949).

Truman had a mixed relationship with the
Supreme Court. In 1952, in a six to three
opinion, the Court struck down his attempt
to seize the nation’s steel mills. Truman
had done this to prevent strikes from
delaying production of war materials
needed for the conflict in Korea. Having
lost the case, Truman relented. But strikes
closed down much of the nation’s steel
production for nearly two months.




jngned in 1787, the Cpnstitution, one of the foundin,
ocuments of the United States, defined the :
government’s structure and the fundamental laws
of thg land. Although it is one of the cornerstones of
f\mencan democracy, it remains a work in progress,
intended to be updated to suit the changing times. :

The Constitution’s first set of amendments
addressed a major concern held by the original
Congress: balancing governmental power with the
personal liberty of citizens. Collectively known as
the Bill of Rights, the first ten amendments provide
every American with powerful tools to challenge
their government 10 protect their individual
freedoms. These include freedom of the press,
freedom of speech, freedom of religion, freedom
to assemble, and therightto a trial. Truman was
particularly committed to educating young people
about their rights and responsibilities.

‘Howard Chandier Chsty's Scene a1 the Siguog o the
Constitunion o the Unied States, compided i 1940.

Government was obtained by ‘blood,

« our great
sweat and tears’..Why, we even had to spend

four bloody years whipping ourselve§ to rpake
the Constitution work. And we are still at it =

trying 10 make it work!”

LETTER 10
- HARRY TRUMAN, INA
STANLE:E. WHITEVMV. JANUARY 21,1959
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greatest executive

In a 1958 speech at Columbia University, Harry
Truman detailed what he called the “Six Jobs of the
President.” A close look at his appointment calendar
from April I, 1952, reveals that occasionally he
performed all six roles in a single day!
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nat takes

= HARRY TRUMAN

1948

DESEGREGATING
THE MILITARY

i

1947-48
CLOBAL ASSSTAMCE
PROGRAS

1948

NATIOWAL HEALTH CIRE
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Questions? Mark.adams@nara.qov

TrumanLibrary.gov
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