
Source 1 
Source Information: Telegram from Ambassador Nelson T. Johnson to Secretary of State 
Cordell Hull, April 17, 1941    (2 pages) 
 
 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 

https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/trumanpapers/psf/foreign/index.php?documentid=hst-psf_750243-19
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/trumanpapers/psf/foreign/index.php?documentid=hst-psf_750243-19


 
Using Source 1 

 

Sourcing Questions  When was this written?  
What was its purpose? 
Who saw/used this source? Why might it have been important? 

Contextualization Questions  What is going on in China in 1941? 
Why would Russia be interested in American aid to China? 

Corroboration Tasks   

Close Reading Questions  According to the source, what did Russian advisors say about American 
aid to China? 
What conclusions could be made about international influence in China 
during WWII based on this source? 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



Source 2 
Source Information: ”Personal Comments and Observations of Roger D. Lapham On “The 
China Problem;”, July 13, 1949; China (Taiwan) Asia File; Economic Cooperation Files; Papers 
of John D Sumner.  
 
Note: Roger D. Lapham was a Chief administrator for the Economic Cooperation 
Administration which was created by Congress to provide aid to Europe after World War II. 
Although not officially included in program, China received economic aid from the United 
States through this agency. 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 

 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 



 
Using Source 2 

Sourcing Questions  What does the title of this source reveal about its purpose? 
What clues in this source might lend credibility to the perspective 
of the author? 

Contextualization Questions  What historical events are mentioned in this source?  
At the time of the creation of this source, what was the situation in 
China? 
 

Corroboration Tasks   

Close Reading Questions  What is meant by the author’s reference to : “let the fires burn and 
the dust settle.” 
Where does the author place blame for the fall of China to 
communism? 
What kind of aid to China is mentioned by this source? How does 
the author characterize this aid? 
What does the author say about the United States “picking sides”? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Source #3 
 

Source: Cables between Mao Zedong and Stalin, 1949. Links from Article: How Stalin 
Elevated the Communist Party to Power in Xinjiang in 1949.  
 
Note: Cables were held by the Russian archives, translated by the Wilson Center.  
________________________________________________________________ 

[handwritten: to Cde. Stalin] 

SECOND DIRECTORATE OF THE USSR ARMED FORCES GENERAL STAFF 

CABLE Nº 58458                                                    TOP SECRET 

Copy Nº 1 to Cde. Stalin  

Copy Nº 2 to Cde. Stalin 

Copy Nº 3 to Cde. Molotov 

Copy Nº 4 to Cde. Malenkov 

from BEIJING received at 07:45   27 September 1949  Copy Nº 2 

MOLNIYA EH 

to FILIPPOV 

I am sending you a telegram of Cde. MAO ZEDONG about the Lanzhou-Xi’an air route. 

“To Cde. FILIPPOV 

We agree to create air routes of a Soviet-Chinese civil aviation company, which have already been 
arranged, from CHITA to MUKDEN and through ULAN BATOR-KALGAN to BEIJING. 

But besides these air routes today the most important and necessary one for us is a route from 
URUMCHI-LANZHOU to XI’AN which we hope you will help us create. 

Our 500,000 troops intend to enter the province of XINJIANG via LANZHOU or GANGZHOU [SIC] in the 
first days or the middle of November. But the railroads in this region are poor, the conditions difficult, there 
are few people, and there is no food – therefore we acutely need and hope that you will help us with 
30-50 transport aircraft to ship food, clothing, key personnel, and 
some of the troops. It is necessary for all the preparation work of the 
air route in this sector to be completed during October for this 
purpose, and Cde. PENG DEHUAI, our Commanding General of the 
First PLA Front, could already use this route in November. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/how-stalin-elevated-the-chinese-communist-party-to-power-xinjiang-1949
https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/how-stalin-elevated-the-chinese-communist-party-to-power-xinjiang-1949
https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/
https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/176341


USSR MFA  

10th Department  

Outgoing Nº 21039 

Received at 0105 16 November 1949 

Sent at 0230 16 November 1949 

Top Secret 

                                                                                Spets. Nº 234 

Cable 

          from PEKING                   to Cde. KOVALEV                   Copy Nº 1 

                                    PRIORITY 

In connection with the appeal of the Chinese Government to deliver 10,000 tons of grain from the Soviet 
Union to supply Chinese soldiers of the PLA in Xinjiang inform the Chinese Government that the Soviet 
Government agrees to grant its request, delivering 10,000 tons of wheat, handing it over at the 
Soviet-Xinjiang border by 1 April 1950 with payment against the value of Chinese millet seed due for 
delivery to the USSR from China. 

GROMYKO 

Five copies printed. Yan 

16 November 1949 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://digitalarchive.wilsoncenter.org/document/176341


Using Source 3 

Sourcing Questions  What is the purpose of a cable between two countries? 

Contextualization Questions  What was happening in China as these cables were being sent? 
What is the geographic connection between the Soviet Union and 
China? 

Corroboration Tasks  How does this information connect or conflict with Source #4? 

Close Reading Questions  What does Mao request from the Soviet Union in these cables? 
What was the purpose of those requests? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Source #4 
 

Source: Memorandum to President Harry S. Truman from Secretary of State George 
Marshall: March 4, 1947. President's Secretary's Files - Subject File. 
 
 
Note: The text below was attached to Marshall’s memo and is an excerpt of a report by Secretary of 
War Robert Patterson to Secretaty of State Marshall. 
_____________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
Using Source 4 

Sourcing Questions   

Contextualization Questions   

Corroboration Tasks  How does this document connect with or conflict with the 
information in source #3? 

Close Reading Questions  What does this source say about connections between China and 
the USSR during the Communist Revolution? 
What does the source mean by, “there is obviously a continuing 
community of interest and identify of aims between the Chinese 
communist forces and the Soviets.”? 

 


