
Truman Breakout Box Activity 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Clues 

 
Clue #1 - Use the QR code or website link to take a look at President Truman’s appointment 

calendar for October 25, 1945.  What time did Truman have a meeting about workplace issues 
and unions? 

 
 
 
 

Clue #2 -Why did President Truman feel that the dropping of the atomic bomb was justified?  
 

 
 
 

Clue #3 - Follow the link to listen to a recording of a speech that President Truman gave to the 
NAACP on June 29, 1947, related to Civil Rights.  In this speech Truman discusses that he has 
created a committee of citizens to look into the issues of Civil Rights.  How many citizens were 

on the committee? 
 

 
 

Clue #4 - Political cartoons often show how the public felt about President Truman’s decisions 
and actions over time.  What direction did the public feel Truman was headed? 

 
 

 
Clue #5 -When asked later in his life what decision was the most difficult for him to make as 
president, Mr. Truman stated that it was the decision to send troops to Korea in 1950. Look at 
the video, map and photograph of Korean refugees. Then, read the letter to President Truman 
by William Banning, the father of a soldier lost during the Korean War. On the attached 
presidential stationery, write President Truman’s response to Mr. Banning. Bring your letter to 
your teacher for a key to your lock. 
 
Final clue - Unscramble the letters in the box to find the name of the new exhibit for the Truman 
Presidential Library. Show it to your teacher to receive your reward. 
 
Hint:Return to the archivist’s desk to find one more clue to the name. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Truman Breakout Box Activity 
Group __________ 

What is the solution to the lock? How did you solve the puzzle? 

Clue #1 
 
 
 
 

 

Clue #2 
 
 
 
 

 

Clue #3 
 
 
 
 

 

Clue #4 
 
 
 
 

 

Clue #5 
 
 
 
 

 

Final clue 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



Hint cards 

 

We need a hint! 

 
 

We need a hint! 

 

We need a hint! 

 
 
 

We need a hint! 

 

 



 

 

Clue 1 

 

 

https://www.trumanlibrary.org/calendar/main.php?currYear=1945&currMonth=10&currDay=2

5 
Source Information: Appointment Calendar of President Harry S. Truman, October 25, 1945. 
Connelly Files - Daily Presidential Appointments, 1945-1952. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.trumanlibrary.org/calendar/main.php?currYear=1945&currMonth=10&currDay=25
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/calendar/main.php?currYear=1945&currMonth=10&currDay=25


Clue 2  

 

 

 
Source: Correspondence between Harry S. Truman and Samuel Cavert, August 11, 1945. Truman 
Library. Truman Papers, Official File. 692-A: Manhattan Project. 
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/documents/index.php?documenti
d=11&pagenumber=1 
 

https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/documents/index.php?documentid=11&pagenumber=1
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/documents/index.php?documentid=11&pagenumber=1


 
 
  



 

 
Source: Press release by the White House, August 6, 1945.Truman Library. Ayers Papers, Subject File. 
Army U. S., Press releases, the atomic bomb and atomic energy. (Page 1,2). 
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/documents/index.php?documenti
d=59&pagenumber=1 
 

https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/documents/index.php?documentid=59&pagenumber=1
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/bomb/large/documents/index.php?documentid=59&pagenumber=1


Clue 3 
 
 
 Listen to SR64-54. Washington, DC, Lincoln Memorial - Address before the National 
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (12 min., 37 sec.). Recorded by: Columbia 
Broadcasting System. 
 
 
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/dbq/docs/civilrights/TrumanCivilRights_NAACP.mp3 
 
 
 
 
  

https://www.trumanlibrary.org/dbq/docs/civilrights/TrumanCivilRights_NAACP.mp3


Clue 4 
 

 

Description: Daniel Fitzpatrick’s cartoon entitled “All This and Brickbats, Too?” shows the 
various domestic and foreign policy issues that Truman faced. 
 
Source: SHS St. Louis Post-Dispatch Editorial Cartoon Collection, March 26, 1948 
https://shsmo.org/historicmissourians/name/t/trumanh/index.html 

 

 
  

https://shsmo.org/historicmissourians/name/t/trumanh/index.html


 

 

Description: This is a photograph of a political cartoon by John M. Baer. The cartoon is in two 
scenes: top scene 1921-'33 depicts Old-Time Tory letting Farmer drown. Farmer screaming, 
"Help! Help!" Old-Time Tory replying, "Oh, Let Him Drown!". Below scene depicts HST 
throwing life support, Farm-Support Program, to drowning Farmer. Farmer saying, "I'm 
Getting In A Little Deep, Harry!". Harry S. Truman replies, "Don't Worry! This Will Save You!" 
Inscribed bottom right corner, "To a royal friend of all producers- Hon. Harry Truman". 

 
Date: ca. 1949 
 
Source: Political Cartoon “Old Deal vs. New Deal” . Truman Library Photographs. Accession Number: 
64-673. https://www.trumanlibrary.org/photographs/view.php?id=69931 
The Truman Library has made every effort to secure proper permissions for posting items on the web site. In this 
instance, however, it has either not been possible to identify or contact the current copyright owner. If you have 
information regarding the copyright owner, please contact us. 

 
  

https://www.trumanlibrary.org/photographs/view.php?id=69931


 

 

Description: This is a photograph of a political cartoon by Clifford Berryman, published in the 
Washington Evening Star. President Harry S. Truman is asking Congressman Harold Knutson 
to stop banging the drum on Tax Reduction as Truman has a large piece of paper on his desk 
labeled "Special Session and Foreign Aid."  
 
Date: November 6, 1947 
 
Source: Political Cartoon “Quiet Please”. Truman Library Photographs. Accession Number: 64-676. 
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/photographs/view.php?id=69967 

 
  

https://www.trumanlibrary.org/photographs/view.php?id=69967


 

 

Description: This is a photograph of a political cartoon by Jim Berryman in the Washington 
Evening Star. It depicts President Harry S. Truman, with his hat and coat off laying on the 
ground. He is saying "Out of my way, mister....let me at 'im!" He is pushing Thomas Dewey 
out of the way in order to get at a man labeled "80th Congress." This cartoon was originally 
published in July 1948.  
 
Date: July 1948 
 
Source: Political Cartoon “ Out of My Way Mister”. Truman Library Photographs. Accession Number: 
64-742. https://www.trumanlibrary.org/photographs/view.php?id=70025 
 

 
  

https://www.trumanlibrary.org/photographs/view.php?id=70025


 

 

Description: This is a photograph of a political cartoon by Jim Berryman for the Washington 
Evening Star. President Harry S. Truman is standing inside a grandstand and grabs hold of a 
figure labeled "Senate Opposition." Clark Griffith runs toward the President, holding a 
baseball labeled "'49 Major League Opening Pitch," saying "No, no... Mr. President THIS is 
what you're supposed to throw out!"  
 
Date: ca. 1964 
 
Source: Political Cartoon by Jim Berryman. Truman Library Photographs. Accession Number: 64-740. 
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/photographs/view.php?id=70010 
 

 
  

https://www.trumanlibrary.org/photographs/view.php?id=70010


Clue 5 
 

 
 
Source: William Banning to Harry S. Truman, ca. 1953, Museum Collection, Harry S. Truman Library. 
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/exhibit_documents/index.php?tldate=1953-00-00&groupid=5118&pagenum
ber=1&collectionid=korea 
 
  

https://www.trumanlibrary.org/exhibit_documents/index.php?tldate=1953-00-00&groupid=5118&pagenumber=1&collectionid=korea
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/exhibit_documents/index.php?tldate=1953-00-00&groupid=5118&pagenumber=1&collectionid=korea


 

 
Source: 
Korean War June-August 1950, Encyclopaedia Brittanica 
https://www.britannica.com/event/Korean-War/images-videos/media/1/322419/70868 
Accessed June 6, 2019  

https://www.britannica.com/event/Korean-War/images-videos/media/1/322419/70868


 
A long stream of refugees moves along a road leading south after receiving evacuation orders from the 
South Korean army. The South Korean forces were reported making small gains in a counter attack near 
the fallen city of Pohang. 
 
Source: Truman Library Photographs, Truman Library, Credit: United States Army, Accession 
Number 67-7417, Aug. 12, 1950 
 
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/photographs/view.php?id=400 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Korean War video: 
https://youtu.be/h1wFrXKanC0 
 
Source: The Korean War: 5 Things To Know | History Channel, 1 Sept. 2017, 
youtu.be/h1wFrXKanC0. 
 
 
 

https://www.trumanlibrary.org/photographs/view.php?id=400
https://youtu.be/h1wFrXKanC0
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Student Final Activity 
 
Exhibit Name:_____________   ________________   ________________   _______________ 
 
Congratulations! You are a clever team of museum experts who used the sources to 
unlock the exhibit title. Now, you have to show the staff that your title is an accurate 
picture of President Truman’s legacy (how he should be remembered). Use the clue 
documents, video, cartoons and calendar to show four ways President Harry S. Truman 
lived out this philosophy in his presidency. Use text, pictures or symbols to showcase 
your answer below: 
 

 

 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


