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(s BARRYSTRUMAN Robert Taft
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United States Senator from Ohio,
1939-1953

Oldest son of President William Howard
Taft

Unsuccessfully sought the Republican
Party presidential nomination in 1940,
1948, and 1952
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TTTTTTT g, 8 % s “Taft has maneuvered this price thing
B booy ! Yo 50 T2en 755 around so as to come as near as
oot Kbt T b . N ,
AL L O, M% possible to ruin hoping | won’t have
m%wﬁyéf | sense enough to know what to do.”
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“The Atomic Energy Commission fight 4&[7 SV/M/é o en G

finally came to a test vote. Mr. Taft has g Lo tote ///é{W
succeeded in making a real fool of himself i // & 7%/{ M /

as have several other so called leading é %{ﬂ/, Ao /
Republicans. | am of the opinion that the %WM ee vy %M‘/

country has had about enough of their pin /% ,/4 7
head antics.” ’/’W
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. mmsmmin Letter to Mary Jane, June 28, 1947

“I am afraid the Taft-Hartley Law will
not work. But I’ll be charged with the
responsibility whether it does or does
not work. I’'ve come to the conclusion
that Taft is no good and Hartley is
worse.”
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“It looks very much like my candidate for L
the Republican nomination has beaten Z“ ;%%/7/“)@??%7’1/7
himself. Of all the dumb bunnies - he is the M[Z?%iy/m ey L
worst. Son of a President & Chief A %zf 7 Wiﬁ@f ?Zi
Justice...three times a candidate for %//{;Q%Mz;f”i;{
President and look what he’s done to DA e e S «a«f/e%%/
himself” %Zfzwf mﬂgmw/’;éﬁfj
&
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s mmsy - Letter to Mary Jane, 12-22-1946

NATIO

Z%Z;%Zﬁi%g x “The White House is being picketed
Fevo o en L%M% o this morning by a bunch of
W§Z%W%A%{%%f conscientious objectors. | don’t like
e i e ‘em. Most of ‘em are just cowards and
7% JQZ/Z/VZ%& slackers. They want me to let some
%@‘/Z&; o '_ = 3000 of ‘em out of jail for Christmas. If |
| / %74 »4/% L could bring back the 300,000 who were
| S}// ' , killed...I mightdo it.”
s
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HHHHHHHHHHHHH Sisndey Goc 72, 1. “I told Margie...in the note | just
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SN %mﬁ m//w finished to her that ‘conscientious’

//m@ % %7 objectors were marching up & down in
MV%” Wl ‘/’/ front of the White House with prison

7m// W/W% A ///}/»@ stripes on & carrying signs on

&‘;/«# which...they ask for the release of their
W/%c% comrades from jail. Well damn few of
them are honest.”
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ZZCZ%Q%WMA “The only one of ‘em | ever came in

¥ Mﬁ%ﬁfi‘ | contact with, whom | thought to be on

Zﬁjfj% {%/4‘ o the level, was the little skinny

%WLMZ/TK% i 4 e pharmacist’s mate to whom | gave the

%% //Z%N/éw /4,/:;@/4% Congressional Medal of Honor.... He

%{f% said he thought he could serve the Lord

Z acceptably under fire if he himself

ﬁwfﬁﬂw ﬁ/ didn’t try to kill anybody.”
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I decorated him with a Congressional Medal of Honor.
May 17, 1948’

“Ill admit that it is rather difficult for me to e
look on a conscientious objector with it >

I read your letter of thirteenth with a great deal of interest.
I have thoroughly looked into the conscientious objectors

patience while your four sons and my three | REEaRes R

I'll admit that it is rather difficult for me to look on a con-
scientious objector with patience y“while your four sons and

nep hews were riskin g their lives to save our Sm sy i e e e

virtually shooting them in the back,

I ran across one conscientious objector that I really believe is
all man - he was a young Naval Pharmacist Mate who served
OVe rn m e n t a n t eSe eo e We re \ on Okinawa carrying wounded sailors and marines from the
b LA battlefieldgkl asked him how it came about that he as a con-
scientious objector was willing to go into the things of the

battlefield and he said to me that he could serve the Lord and
save lives as well there as anywhere else in the world, He

. o M 2
VI rt u a l l S h O Otl n t h e r r ‘ I n th e b a C didn’t weigh over one hundred and forty pounds and he was
L4 about five feet six inches tall, I shall never forget him.

My experience in the first world war with conscientious
objectors was not a happy one - the majority of those with
whom I came in contact were just plain cowards and shirkers -
that is the reason I asked Justice Roberts to make a complete
survey of the situation and to release all those that he felt
were honestly conscientious objectors and that has been done,
My sympathics with the rest of them are not very strong, as

you can see, i d.can
see-now that all Zungtr i passed‘why they would want.to-get

Sincerely yours,

Mrs, Franklin D, Roosevelt
29 Washington Square, West
New York 11, New York

NATIONAL ARCHIVES and RECORDS ADMINISTRATION




.ommsmmn General Douglas MacArthur

NATIONAL
ARCHIVES

General of the Army

Supreme Commander of the Allied
Powers in the Far East, 1945-1951

Commander of the United Nations
Command, July 1950-April 1951
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“You’ll never know how much comfort your
note of April 12 brought to your old uncle. It
has been my lot for six years to fire people
in high places because they could not
appreciate that the President of the United
States is not an ordinary individual, in his
official capacity.”

(. mmsmmetter to Martha A. Truman, 4-15-52
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s msruny Letter to Mary Jane, 1-23-1946

NATIO

“The steel strike is the worst. We can
handle most of the others...Some want
a life guarantee of rest at government
expense and some I’m sorry to say just
want to raise hell & hamper the return
to peacetime production hoping to
obtain some political advantage.”
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“The steel people and General Motors | am
sure would like to break the unions and the
unions would like to break them so they will
probably fight a while and then settle so
both will lose and in the long run only the
man in the street will pay the bill. Big money
has too much power & so have big
unions....”

- wmsmmn  Letter to Mary Jane, 1-23-1946

o 5 W %/&%bﬂl
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Saplitday Nite

Dear friend Harry:

Ploase pardon me,in my TYPING,and ap-
proaching you as * am but + am close to you as [ know you,
in my humble way-.

Harry, in this letter, I could say
many things to you and maybe correct you, as 1 think.
I will not do that but allow me to pass this on to you.

Now L will skip over the " iqual Rights
Bill “ as you and I are “outherners and we should appease
our théughts and let the South be the South as you am
I know. It is lexico I wish to convey a message.

In Tampizo, Mexico there is an American
who is one of the few successful investers in the whole
Country of liexice. I know him well and you should know
him and really know JUST how we are getiing along with
our liexican Policy.

Harry, please contact Mr. I. B. Sutton
of Tampico, Mexico. He will give you more about lexico
than all the information you have in hand. He is one
man that is not a politician but he knows lMexico and
can be helpful to you, yes,zive you more definite in-
formation than all our Representives who we have sent
down there. I mean this Harry but maybe I have not ex-
pressed myself tooflearly.

He comes to Uenver each year.and,at the
present time,is at the Colburn Hotel,980 Grant Street
Denver, Colorado.

Friend Harry, I would not gwide you wrong
about Mr. Sutton. Contact Mr. Sutton, rorgezﬁbout our '
llow me to

Equal Rights Bill' appease the South and
continue to be your silent pardner.

Oh Harry, you are a fine
are a poor salesman so listen to me --

SCANUTE S UARKIELS LN B WTENSIT, - NGl T e L

Letter from Ernie Roberts

N TEMPLE

4 SALT LAKES SCENIC WONOERS

HIOTEISTEMPLE SQUARE |
I

You can win the South with out the " Bqual Rights Bill"
but you aannot win the South--wlib it. Just why?? well
You, Bess and Margaret, and shall I say, myself, are

all Southerners and we have been raised with the Negros
and we know the term " Equal.Rights". Harry. let us let
the Sébuth take care of the Niggers, which they have done,
and 1f the Niggers 8o not like the Southern treatment,

let them come to Mrs. Roosevelt.

Harry, you are a Southerner and a D--- good one so lis-
ton to me. I can see, you do not talk domectic problems
over with Besse. ? You put equal rights in Independence
and Bess will not e with you, will you Besse

Well Harry, I have said my plece and I am only a boy
who travels, helping you,but sou are making it hard on me.

Anyway, PLZASE contact . I. B. Sutton NOW . He has no
idea I have written this letter so please do not convey.

Most Sincerelyo

Brnest . Roberts
==

2
[

SALT LAKES NEwEsST worteo Bl
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\ugust 18, 1948

Dear Ernie:

I appreciated very much your letter of last Saturday night from
Hotel Temple Square in the Mormon Capital,

I am going to send you a copy of the report of my Commission on
hts &nd then if you still have that antibellum proslavery
SaHTook T be thoroughly disappointed in you.
The main difficulty with the South is that they are living eighty
years behind the times and the sooner they come out of it the
better it will be for the country and themselves, [am not asking
for social equality, because no such thing exists, but I am asking
for equality of opportunity for all human beings and, as long as [
stay here, I am going to continue that fight. When the mob gangs
can take four people out and shoot them in the back, and everybody
in the country is acquainted with who did the shooting and nothing
is done about it, that country is in pretty bad fix from a law en-

forcement standpoint.

Vhen a Mayor and a City Marshal can take a negro Sergeant off a
bus in South Carolina, beat him up and put out one of his eyes, and
nothing is done about it by the State authorities, something is
radically wrong with the system,

On the Louisiana and Arkansas Railway when coal burning loco-
motives were used the negro firemen were the thing because it

was a backbreaking job and a dirty one. As soon as they turned

to oil as a fuel it became customary for people to take shots at

the negro firemen and a number were murdered because it was
thought that this was now a white-collar job and should go to a
white man, I can't approve of such goings on and I shall never
approve it, as long as I am here, as I told you before, Iam going
to try to remedy it and if that ends up in my failure to be reelected,
that failure will be in a good cause.

S

I know you haven’t thought this thing through and that you do not
know the facts. Iam happy, however, that you wrote me because
it gives me a chance to tell you what the facts are,

Sincerely yours,

HARRY S, TRUMAN

Mr, E. W, Roberts
c/o Faultless Starch Company
Kansas City, Missouri

Note in longhand --
This is a personal & confidential communication and I hope
you'll regard it that way - at least until I've made a public
Statement on the subject - as I expect to do in the South.

HST

(Envelope marked - Personal and Confidential)

Report enclosed - ‘‘To Secure These Rights'' -- g
‘‘The Report Of The President’s Committee
On Civil Rights’"
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. wmsm Letter to Mary Jane, July 25, 1947

wid i Gt toii- G “The Congress, the Post-Dispatch, and

7 :; W&éﬁ/ o Lt the Star seem to having spasms over
Hef %M%e@j;g;% ”&_ the K. C. vote situation....All | hope is
% W‘ i ' that they get that fat no good can of

@Zm %/W/‘”T//M lard named Roberts of the Star.”
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“Idon’t know how in the world people can
think up such articles - he certainly could
not have gotten his so-called facts from S s

April 14, 1951

anybody at home. He doesn’t quote f;;‘“ i;i;; ;‘Z{j}’; %
anybody but Roger Sermon and Salsbury, e
who never told the truth in his life if a lie ,.k

would do as well.” e %W

Hon
Ptma
Indepen d
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(.. mwsmman Letter to Nellie Noland, 9-26-1952

“I am starting on a campaign tour but
without much enthusiasm. My own
candidate has charged me with a
‘mess’ in Washington.... ke has taken
up with McCarthy and Jenner the
proponents of the Big Lie and has
himself completely distorted the truth
on Korea...”
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. mmsmm Lewis Schwellenbach, July 1943

=
NAI[ONA
ARCHIVES

“I know something about that tremendous cCOPY
real estate deal, and | have been informed g -
that it is for the construction of a plant to

make a terrific explosion for a secret e———

!oudm & Yoow b rymuchlappreclud your letter
of
e First. I have been o overed up wi work
s it off from day to day writing m Yehmeion

weapon that will be a wonder.” T

I am sending y of the report miﬂl the Commit!
ttee
on the Je.ﬂr.lt.—‘ tbs wn ulml. You change the n.::u
W 5.
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<. mmsmmin Letter to Ethel Noland, May 1949
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“I am hastening to tell you that who

HHHHHHHHHHHHH
nnnnnnnnnn

a7 T ever wrote that stupid article about my

0oy AL
Sy , ¥ ohel . . .

N P Spanish made a horrible mistake. By
2/ ' He, WTFE T . . . .
@y wlile 1T ﬁf‘;;% the widest stretch of the imagination |

5 o kil SR, T ..
W%ﬂﬁ%m g could never have a Cum Laudein it! |
W:i;fﬁ/ Mt 41 Tios think some news gal skipped going to
Wﬁ/m that party and made up a fancy story.”
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Thanks!

Questions/comments:

tammy.williams@nara.
gov
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