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The Burden of Command

When asked later in his life what decision was the most difficult for him to make as president, Mr. Truman stated that it was the decision to send troops to Korea in 1950. By the time that an armistice was signed in July, 1953, nearly fifty-four thousand Americans had lost their lives in the “Forgotten War.”
A man named William Banning of New Canaan, Connecticut, was the father of a soldier who was killed in Korea. He sent President Truman the letter below. He included in the envelope his dead son's Purple Heart. Harry S. Truman was obviously deeply affected by this letter, for he kept it in his desk drawer for many years past his presidency.  Such action was uncharacteristic of President Truman, who is known for his ability to make difficult decisions without 


   looking back. *To see the Banning letter, visit the “Presidential Years” exhibit 


   at The Truman Presidential Museum & Library.

Discussion Questions
Why do you think President Truman kept this letter?  Do you think he regretted his decision to enter the Korean conflict?  How do you think Harry would have responded to this letter?

Activity

Read the Banning letter. On the attached presidential stationery, write a response to this letter as you think President Truman would have. 
*Remember that you are writing as Mr. Truman to Mr. Banning.
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