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The Almanac Trial 
People v. William “Duff” Armstrong





The Crime 



Slungshot



Neck Yoke



Indictment for Murder



People v. James Norris
Mason County Circuit Court

November 5-7, 1857 

Prosecution

Hugh Fullerton (State’s Attorney)

Key Witnesses

• Dr. Benjamin F. Stephenson 

• Charles Allen 

Defense

William Walker (Public Defender)

Verdict

Guilty of Manslaughter

Sentenced to 8 years hard labor 







People v. William “Duff” Armstrong
Cass County Circuit Court

May 7, 1858 

Prosecution

Hugh Fullerton (State’s Attorney)

Prosecution’s Witnesses

Dr. Benjamin F. Stephenson 
Charles Allen 

Defense

Caleb Dilworth, William Walker, Abraham 
Lincoln  

Defense’s Witnesses

Dr. Charles Parker 

Nelson Watkins 

















CivicsLearning.org

American Bar Association 
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