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The Almanac Trial

People v. William “Duff” Armstrong
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Indictment for Murder




People v. James Norris
Mason County Circuit Court
November 5-7, 1857

Prosecution Defense

Hugh Fullerton (State’s Attorney) William Walker (Public Defender)
Key Witnesses Verdict

* Dr. Benjamin F. Stephenson Guilty of Manslaughter

* Charles Allen Sentenced to 8 years hard labor
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People v. William “Duff” Armstrong
Cass County Circuit Court
May 7, 1858

Prosecution Defense
Hugh Fullerton (State’s Attorney) Caleb Dilworth, William Walker, Abraham
Lincoln

Defense’s Withesses

Prosecution’s Withesses

Dr. Charles Parker

Nelson Watkins

Dr. Benjamin F. Stephenson
Charles Allen
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CivicsLearning.org

American Bar Association

Creating a Courtroom

The room utilized for the mock trial should be arranged, as closely as possible, to resemble a
real courtroom. The diagram below depicts the layout of an actual courtroom. Please consider
these when arranging seating, tables, and placement of the participants for the mock trial at
your school. The photos on the following pages are examples of courtroom set-up from past
Law Day events.

Judge

Court Clerk

Plaintiff

Attorney for Plaintiff
Attorney for Defendant
Defendant

Witness

Audience

Jury
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“Abe Lincoln."

As a Western man, I wish space to
give vent to my enthusiasm over the nom-
ination of Hon. Abraham Lincoin for
President of the United States. Mr. Lin-
coln, or “Old Abe,” as his friends famil-
jarly call him, is a self-made man. A
Kentuckian by birth, he emigrated to [l-
linois in his boyhood, where he earned his
living at the anvil, devoting his luhurvl
hours to study. Having choose the law |
as his future calling, he devoted himsell

| assiduously to its mastery, contending at
| every step with adyerse fortune. During
| this period of study, he for some time
found a home wunder the hospitable
'roof of one Armstrong, a farmer who
lived in a log house some eight miles
from the viﬁaga of Petersburg Men-
ard county. Here, clad in’ home-spun,
with elbows out, and kneces covered with
Yntclml. young Lincoln would master his
essons by the firelight of the eabin, an
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then walk to town for the parpose of rec-
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