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Written by Laura M. Williams, the Great Niece of Sergeant Isaac Woodard, Jr., 2020, about 75 years after 
it occurred. 

One of her purposes in writing this was to increase “Empathy, Compassion, and Diversity” among our 
population, especially within our school.



Laura M. Williams, 
the great-niece of 

Sergeant Isaac 
Woodard, Jr., 2020. 
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Major Characters within the book 



Timeline
● 1919 - Born in Fairfield. South Carolina
● Grew up in Goldboro, North Carolina, 1 of 9 children
● 1942 - enlisted in the U.S. Army at Fort Jackson, South Carolina
● Served in the Pacific Theater as a longshoreman in a labor 

battalion, loading and unloading cargo on ships
● Age 26, honorably discharged from the U.S. Army
● February 12, 1946, along with several other black and white 

discharged soldiers boards a Greyhound bus to return home.
● He asked to leave the bus to use the restroom which led to a 

“heated exchange with the bus driver.” He would then be 
arrested and received a beating so severe it left him blind; 
“henious details left out.”

● July 1948, President Truman issues EO #9981

         Civil Rights Timeline - Truman Library Institute.”

https://www.trumanlibraryinstitute.org/civil-rights-symposium/civil-rights-timeline/


“What followed is an incredible 
story of angst, courage and 
motivation on behalf of Sgt. 
Woodard, President Harry S. 
Truman, and Judge J. Waites 

Waring. This incident contributed 
to the Civil Rights Movement and 

quickly gained momentum.”

- Laura M. Williams



“I’m a man just like you,” Woodard said. 

“I spent 3½ years in the service of my country and thought I 
would be treated as a man when I returned to my country,” 
Woodard said. “But that was a mistake.”
  



“YOU CAN’T CURE A MORAL PROBLEM 
BY IGNORING IT.”  

– President Harry S. Truman

https://youtu.b
e/dhViJWlJzuY

Lesson Plan idea: 
Video Analysis

Document Analysis | National 
Archives

: HTML

https://youtu.be/dhViJWlJzuY
https://youtu.be/dhViJWlJzuY
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets
https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/education/lesson-plans/protecting-our-posterity-prejudices-our-past




Lesson Plans on the Truman website:

HTML

“Protecting our Posterity from the Prejudices of the Past”

HTML

Timeline of Civil Rights through American HIstory

https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/education/lesson-plans/protecting-our-posterity-prejudices-our-past
https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/education/lesson-plans/timeline-civil-rights-through-american-history


Lesson Plan Idea
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Orson Welles Commentaries

“A Dangerous, Costly, and Heartbreaking Process, Orson Wells, Radio Broadcaster, 
7/26/1946

https://orsonwelles.indiana.edu/items/show/2169




In writing about these 
crimes and attempts to 
hold attackers 
accountable, Joplin, 
Missouri born poet and 
activist, Langston 
Hughes,  deemed the 
quest for justice, “a 
dangerous, costly and 
heartbreaking 
process.”



Dr. Kori Schake, Senior Fellow and 
Director of Foreign and Defense 

Policy Studies, American Enterprise 
Institute, said she worked under 

Michelle Howard’s leadership which 
was “one of inclusion” and one which 

“created a sense of community.”

We are the “LEGACY of Truman’s Executive Order,” as she 

praised her mentor, Master Chief Williams, Sr., USN (Ret.) 

and Vice Adm. Melvin G. Williams, Jr., USN (Ret.).

-Admiral (Ret.) Michelle Howard, U.S. Navy



Truman Library Institute
“...the foundation….supports those who 
desire to learn more…who desire to be 
action-oriented and patriotic and who 
cross (all kinds of ) lines… and who 
understand democracy is not merely a 
spectator sport…”

-Terry Babcock-Lumish, Executive 
Secretary for the Harry S Truman 

Scholarship Foundation

THANK YOU FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY


