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Written by Laura M. Williams, the Great Niece of Sergeant Isaac Woodard, Jr., 2020, about 75 years after
it occurred.

One of her purposes in writing this was to increase “Empathy, Compassion, and Diversity” among our
population, especially within our school.



Laura M. Williams,

the great-niece of

Sergea nt Isaac Anti-Bullying Program | Sgtisaac.com
Woodard, Jr., 2020.



https://www.sgtisaac.com/anti-bullying-program

Major Characters within the book

Grandpa Father Mother
Alex Woodard Isaac Sister Ida Sister Anabelle Brother Arthur
Woodard Sr.

il
ﬂ%@ Sgt. Woodard becomes a griot, sharing his story for children. This story
illuminates the history of inequality for African-Americans in America, while recognizing the
brave souls who have chosen to lend support and bring about positive change. Sergeant

Woodard’s story gives the young reader a glimpse of history, hope and faith in humanity.

Sister Eunice Sister Rosalie Sister Bessie Sister Ellen Brother Saul Nephew Bobby




Timeline

1919 - Born in Fairfield. South Carolina

Grew up in Goldboro, North Carolina, 1 of 2 children

1942 - enlisted in the U.S. Army at Fort Jackson, South Carolina

Served in the Pacific Theater as a longshoreman in a labor

battalion, loading and unloading cargo on ships

Age 26, honorably discharged from the U.S. Army

e February 12,1946, along with several other black and white
discharged soldiers boards a Greyhound bus to return home.
He asked to leave the bus to use the restroom which led to a
“heated exchange with the bus driver.” He would then be
arrested and received a beating so severe it left him blind;
“henious details left out.”

e July 1948, President Truman issues EO #9981


https://www.trumanlibraryinstitute.org/civil-rights-symposium/civil-rights-timeline/

*“What followed is an incredible
story of angst, courage and
motivation on behalf of Sgt.
Woodard, President Harry S.

Truman, and Judge J. Waites
Waring. This incident contributed
to the Civil Rights Movement and

quickly gained momentum.”

- Laura M. Williame



Benefit at Lewisohn Stadium to
Start Him on Career

'ormance by star:

N
$22, for Isanc Woodard Jr.,
blinded Negro veteran, will be held
Friday at the Lewisohn Stadium,
it was announced yesterday by Joe
Louis, M‘VW ll'lg‘ch -
plon and co-chairman with Carol
[Brice, contralto, of the benefit
committee. Mayor O'Dwyer is hon-

chairm:

an.
is the kind of thing X like
to be in because I'm always in my
‘s r,” Mr. Louls sald.
It was said that all seats in the
stadium will sell for $1.20 and the
will be used first to l:-:ln

VETERAN'S EYES GOUGED' OUT
BY HATE-CRAZED DIXIE POLICE

8. Carolina Cop Couged Out Eyes
-~ Of Negro Vet Who Fought in Pacific
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“I'm a man just like you,” Woodard said.

“I spent 32 years in the service of my country and thought I
would be treated as a man when I returned to my country,”
Woodard said. “But that was a mistake.”



“YOU CAN'T CURE A MORAL PROBLEM
BY IGNORING IT.”
— President Harry S. Truman

Lesson Plan idea: AR o
Video Analysis =y ’



https://youtu.be/dhViJWlJzuY
https://youtu.be/dhViJWlJzuY
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets
https://www.archives.gov/education/lessons/worksheets
https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/education/lesson-plans/protecting-our-posterity-prejudices-our-past

Meet the video. Observe its parts. Try to make sense of it.
What do you see in the video? Who do you see in the video? Who do you think made this video?
Circle all that apply.

15 %Z :? What activities do you see happening in Who do you think was supposed to see

< the video? the video?

PEOPLE ACTIVITIES OBJECTS

Is there a title? What places do you see in the video? When is this video from?

O ves Q1 No

If so, what does the title tell you about the Write two words that describe this video. What is the main idea of the video?
video? List two things (people, activities, or places)
from the video that support the main idea.

Use it as historical evidence.
Where do you think you could find out more information
about the people, activities or places from this video?
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“Protecting our Posterity from the Prejudices of the Past

HTML
Timeline of Civil Rights through American Hlstory



https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/education/lesson-plans/protecting-our-posterity-prejudices-our-past
https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/education/lesson-plans/timeline-civil-rights-through-american-history

Sergeant Isaac Woodard Jr. was born on March 8, 1919, in Fairfield
County, South Carolina to Sarah Elizabeth Woodard and Isaac Woodard
Sr. He was the fifth of nine children.

At 23, Woodard enlisted in the US. Army at Fort Jackson in Columbia,

South Carolina. On February 12, 1946, after returning to the US. from

serving in World War I, Woodard was on a bus heading for his home

when he asked to use the restroom during a rest stop. The driver

initially denied Woodard's request and spoke to him in a disrespectful

manner. Woodard told him to ‘treat him like a man’ as he had treated

i‘ him. A short verbal altercation ensued. Woodard was allowed to use

the restroom. At the next stop, the driver pulled over in Batesburg,

South Carolina where police officers took Woodard into custody, arrested and assaulted him while he was
jailed, blinding him by beating him in the eyes.

In September of 1946, President Harry S. Truman learned of Woodard's blinding and ordered the Justice
Department to open an investigation. A short time later, the officers involved were indicted and acquitted
in US. District Court with Judge Julius Waties Waring presiding.

A short time later, Truman began the process of desegregating the US. military and creating the
President’s Committee on Equality of Treatment and Opportunity in the Armed Services. In an interview
with Gil Noble, Woodard said, “People should learn how to live with one another and how to treat one
another. Because after all, we all are human beings, regardless of color.”

Woodard moved to the Bronx, New York where he lived near family and owned properties until his death
in 1992. In 2019, a historical plaque was erected in Batesburg-Leesville to memorialize the 1946 attack.

l esson Plan Idea
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BLINDING OF
ISAAC WOODARD

Sgt. Isaac Woodard, a black
soldler, was removed from a
bus in Batesburg and
arrested on Feb. 12, 1946,

after a dispute with the
bus driver. Woodard was
beaten and blinded by a
town police officer and the
next day convicted in town
court for, “drunk and
disorderly.” The incident
led Harry Truman to form a
Council on Civil Rights and
issue Executive Order 9981,
which d regated the U.S.
Armed Forces in 1948.
ued on other side)
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LEWISOHN
STADIUM

137th Street & Convent Avenue, NYC

ISAAC WOODARD
BENEFIT SHOW

Sponsored by Citizens Committes

FRIDAY, AUGUST 16, 1346

8P. M

for

Amsterdam News Weliarg Fund
To Ai}l Isaac Woodard

‘B MAYOR WILLIAM d. DWYER JOE LOUIS « CAROL BRICE

Menorary Chalrman Co-Chalrmen

Artists

Jor LouIs CAB CALLOWAY
CAROL BRICE CANADA LEE
JLOULS JORDAN . COUNT BASIE
KING COLE TRIO MAXINE SULLIVAN
PEARL BAILEY BILLY MOLIDAY

Price ..... $1.20 (inc. tax)

Tickets sold at:—
Harlem YMCA — 135th Street off 7th Ave.
Harlem YWCA — 137th Street off 7th Ave.
Franks Restaurant — Bet. 8th Ave. & §t. Nicholos
Polm Cafe — 125th Street and 7th Ave.
March on hingtoen M Book
Amsterdom News, 2340 — 8th Ave.

1. When was the Benefit Show?

2. What was the address of the show?

3. Who was the Mayor of NYC?

4. How much did it cost?

B. List 3 of the artists that entertained.

6. What is the address of the Palm Cafe?




Orson Welles Commmentaries

“A Dangerous, Costly, and Heartbreaking Process, Orson Wells, Radio Broadcaster,
7/26/1946



https://orsonwelles.indiana.edu/items/show/2169
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Meet the sound recording. Try to make sense of it.
What do you hear in the sound recording? Circle all that apply. Who do you think made this sound recording?

A AR

TALKING SINGING SPEECH
Is there a title?

U YES

Who do you think was supposed to hear

MUSIC NEWS INTERVIEW  DISCUSSION this recording?
REPORT

If so, what does the title tell you about the
recording?

When is this recording from?

Observe its parts.

Who do you hear in the sound recording?

What is the sound recording about? . . 5
What is the main idea of the recording?

List two things (words or sounds) from the
recording that support the main idea.

Write two words that describe this sound
recording.

Use it as historical evidence. © ®
Where do you think you could find out more information
about the people or topics from this sound recording?






The Future of Inclusion: Equal Opportunity in Today’s Military—and Tomorrow's

Dr. Kori Schake, Senior Fellow and

§ Director of Foreign and Defense
' Policy Studies, American Enterprise

ﬂ\ "*( Institute, said she worked under
\ 3 ‘\ \ Michelle Howard’s leadership which
5 3 \ = was “one of inclusion” and one which
S P — e ‘created a sense of community.”

Veteran Voices: Desegregation's Impact on the Individual Experience

We are the “LEGACY of Truman’s Executive Order,” as she
praised her mentor, Master Chief Williams, Sr., USN (Ret.)
and Vice Adm. Melvin G. Williams, Jr., USN (Ret.).

-Admiral (Ret.) Michelle Howard, U.S. Navy



Truman Library Institute
“..the foundation...supports those who
desire to learn more..who desire to be
action-oriented and patriotic and who
cross (all kinds of ) lines... and who
understand democracy is not merely a
spectator sport...”
-Terry Babcock-Lumish, Executive
Secretary for the Harry S Truman
Scholarship Foundation

THANKYOU FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY



