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Thompkins stumps for African
American voters In 1924 and 1928

Flks Official Heads

smith Colored League

.

ST LOUIS. Aug., 23«41
William J. Thompkins of KANSAS
LN COMMISSIoner ol lw‘nl’;"t ol the
improved Benevolend and rroteclive
Order of Elks., has been appointed
recional director of the Smith-10
Hresiaaent O loread Leagine 10l Mis
soour! 1HNnogs wa Nebraska, Kian-

Kilahoma “enitUCEY ARG Ien

-l

with heaaquarters in o1

NDoctor Thompking had charge of
the negro bureau in Chicago during
the presidential campaign in 1924




1926 Assistant Commissioner of
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Health of KC

Appointed

|

KANSAS CITY, Mo., May 13.—
Dr. William J. Thompkins, a l[ead-
ing swurgeon of Kansas City, ap-
pointed Assistant Commissioner of
Health of Kansas City tm the De-

partment of Hygiene and Commau-
nicable Diseases. This is the firat

time that this position has been KIl-|

ed by a member of owr growup. TAis
position will cover a work of es-
tablishing clinics and emergencies
throughout the city, including all
epidemics, and also the establish-
ment of special clinics for Tuber-
cular patients. Supervision of the

health conditiom of all school chi!-l

drenr.

|

i

i
]

In appointing Dr. Thompkins, the

| Director of Health, Dr. Ernest Cav-
i inese, sawd, “] selected the Doctor

because of his special fitness for
this work, and his outstanding rep-

utation as an Organization and In-
stitutional man. This iz the largest
| eld in the health of a great city.

| The record of Dr. Thompkins n
 handiing the Flu and Smallpoz epi-
' demtic of 1919 and 1921, 12 outstand-

ing. FHis control of the Venereal
 situation wn the protection of the
Soldiers of Camp Funston during
the war, was ideal.”




Tom Pendergast and Truman




1932 Presidential Election and the
Pendergast Machine

JAMES A. REED FARLEY AND ROOSEVELT




Democratic Campaign of 1932

NEGRO DEMOCRATIC FACTIONS
MAKE BID FOR CONTROL OF CAM-
PAIGN SET-UP; RESULT UNDECIDED

THREE POWERFUL ORGANIZATIONS STRENUOUSLY
SEEK TO CARRY BANNER OF ROOSEVELT-
GARNER NOMINATION

National Colored Democratic Association

Dr. W. J. Thompkins as President




Farley’s visit to KC September,
1933

15 ® | '
Farley Assures Missouri Democrats

Of The New Deal's' Interest In Them




Dr. William J. Thompkins Recorder
of Deeds, April 20, 1934

DR. THOMPKINS SWORN IN AS:RECORDER.

Dr. William J. Thompkins of Kansas City being sworn in as the Recorder of Deeds
at Washington. Left to right: Senator George Me¢Gill, Democrat, from Kansas; Rep-
resentative Ralph Lozier, Democrat, from Missouri; Dr. Thompkins, taking oath; Jos-
eph Johnson; Edwin Halsey, secretary of the Senate; Clerk Cunningham of the Su-

preme Court; J. B. Evans, Bishop John A. Gregg and Rev. William Thomas.




Truman’s 1934 Senate Campaign
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1934 Senate Campaign

Thursday, June 14, 1954 Friday, June 1 _1_3_:’.1__ . Friday, July 6, 1934 Saturday, July 7, 1934
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188th day—177 days to come




Two Opening Campaign speeches
In Sedalia June 15, 1940
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The above is a drawing by Hal Lynch, architeet, of the proposed entrance to City Hos-
pital No. 2, for Negroes, which will be erected in Hubbard Park.
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Dr, William Thompkins, Negro,
recorder of deeds of the District
of Columbia, Washington, D. C,

was introduced and gave an ex-

cellent talk in which he praised
the work of Junior Senator Har-
ry S. Truman from Missouri, 1n
an Introduction of the senator,

The first speech
Sedalia June 15, 1940

Senator Truman did not de-
liver a political address, giving
a most interesting dedicatory talk
to the Negroes of Sedalia in
which he praised highly their ac-
complishments in the past several
years, He told of their present-
day advantages in education, busi-
ness, and public life, and of their
present day status in public af-
fairs. |




Senator Truman’s Tribute to the Negro
Congressional Record July 25, 1940

= "| believe in the brotherhood of man; not merely
the brotherhood of white men, but the
brotherhood of all men before law. | believe in the
Constitution and the Declaration of Independence.
In giving to the Negroes the rights that are theirs,
we are only acting in accord with our ideals of a
true democracy. If any class or race can be
permanently set apart from, or pushed down
below, the rest in political and civil rights, so may
any other class or race when it shall incur the
displeasure of its more powerful associates, and we
may say farewell to the principles on which we
count our safety.”




Kansas City Call reaction

= Truman for ‘Equal Rights’ Condemns
Injustices in Speech Opening Campaign for
Reelection to Senate




The second campaign speech
Sedalia June 15, 1940

The staff photographer “snapped” the court house lawn crowd a few minutes before the Tru-

man meeting opened last night.

Helpful Relations
“The relation of colored and

~white people in this community

and this state is one that should

'be given our interest and atten- |
tion. We all desire to see proper

and helpful relations exist be-

tween all classes of people. Cer-
tainly there should be no Injus-

tice, no contemptucus or unfair

treatment allotted by any class

to any other class. Most of all,
the stronger group should not 1m-

- pPose upon the weaker obnoxious

ccnditions or situations. In all

-matters of progress and welfare,

of economic opportunity and
equal rights before law, Negroes
deserve every aid and protection.
People Source of Power
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National Colored Democratic
Association Meeting July, 1940

Negro Democrats to Hear Farley

Other prominent Democrats |
who have accepted invitations to
 speak at the mass meeting are
Senators Alben W. Barkley, Ken-
tucky, Democratic majority lead-
er of the Senate; Willlam H.
Smathers, New Jersey; Elmer
Thomas, Oklahoma; Harry o.
Truman, Missouri; Sherman Min-
ton, Tndiana; Joseph [. Guitey,
Yennsylvania, and Congressman
Jaclk Nichols, Oklahoma, as well
as Mrs. JEmma Guffey Miller,
Demoeratie National Committee-
woman of Penn:, lvama.
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HON. JAMES A. FARLEY

Delegates to the National Colored Democratie Association will
hear Postmaster General James A. Farley during their three-day
session July 12, 13, 14,

i
|
|
|
|




FDR and Thompkins at September
1940 Groundbreaking




The Legacy VP & President 1944-
1953




To Secure These Rights, 1947 and
Freedom to Serve, 1950




Jon E. Taylor

CRITICAL MOMENTS IN AMERICAN HISTORY
FREEDOM T0O SERVE

JON TAYLOR




Jon E. Taylor

_-X?If’fﬁ:’ff!’f -

GRANDVIEW

hAﬁLUILDR

e LT - m}ﬂ*l‘l‘ﬂ*ﬂﬂi" I g




	Dr. William J. Thompkins and Harry S. Truman : The Evolution of the Democratic Party, 1924-1948�Dr. Jon E. Taylor
	Dr. William J. Thompkins
	Thompkins stumps for African American voters in 1924 and 1928
	1926 Assistant Commissioner of Health of KC
	Tom Pendergast and Truman
	1932 Presidential Election and the Pendergast Machine
	Democratic Campaign of 1932
	Farley’s visit to KC September, 1933
	Dr. William J. Thompkins Recorder of Deeds, April 20, 1934
	Truman’s 1934 Senate Campaign
	1934 Senate Campaign
	Two Opening Campaign speeches in Sedalia June 15, 1940
	The first speech �Sedalia June 15, 1940
	Senator Truman’s Tribute to the Negro Congressional Record July 25, 1940
	Kansas City Call reaction
	The second campaign speech Sedalia June 15, 1940
	National Colored Democratic Association Meeting July, 1940 
	FDR and Thompkins at September 1940 Groundbreaking
	The Legacy VP & President 1944-1953
	To Secure These Rights, 1947 and Freedom to Serve, 1950
	Jon E. Taylor 
	Jon E. Taylor 

