Background Essay on:
National Healthcare Challenges of the Presidency
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To many Americans, healthcare is considered a human right. In fact, Harry S. Truman, 33rd president of the
United States, said, “I put it to you, is it un-American to visit the sick, aid the afflicted or comfort the dying? |
thought that was simple Christianity.” Harry Truman would carry on the legacy of FDR in trying to provide
American men, women, children and elderly with national healthcare. Truman would pave the way for future
presidents such as Lyndon Johnson, Bill Clinton and Barack Obama, whose administrations strove toward the
same goal.

In 1945, President Truman proposed a national healthcare plan to Congress. In his plan, he outlined five main
goals:

Address the lack of trained healthcare professionals in all communities.

Grow public health services.

Increase funding to medical research and education.

Lower the cost of individual medical care.

Bring attention to the loss of income when severe illness takes hold.
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Truman’s plan was that all Americans would pay a certain amount in fees and taxes each month to cover the
new healthcare program’s costs. With a Democratic controlled house, Truman’s proposal turned into a bill that
would end up as part of the Social Security expansion, but it was quickly shot down as people began to fear an
increase in taxes. Some people even feared the program would be a “Communist” act, giving too much control
to the federal government. This fear was spread specifically by the American Medical Association (AMA). The
bill was also halted by Republican Senator Robert Taft’s Taft-Smith-Ball Bill, which would allow states to
make healthcare private. As Republicans regained control of the House in 1946, Truman’s healthcare bill died.
Truman considered this a failure of his presidency.

The United States would continue its fight for national healthcare during Lyndon B. Johnson’s presidency.
Healthcare would be a critical point in Johnson’s “Great Society.” In 1965 in Independence, Missouri, President
Johnson signed the Medicare Act of 1965 which would provide healthcare to U.S. citizens age 65 and older.
President and Mrs. Truman were present at the signing, and President Johnson dubbed former President Truman
“the real daddy of healthcare.” Johnson would also sign a Medicaid bill providing healthcare for low-income
Americans.



We would see healthcare come to the forefront again during the Clinton administration. In 1993, President Bill
Clinton would launch the Task Force on National Health Care Reform. President Clinton would place his wife
and then First Lady, Hillary Rodham Clinton as the leader of the task force. For multiple reasons including the
complexity of the bill, by 1994 the bill was dead and would not be a success.

National healthcare reform would be brought to the forefront again during the Obama Administration. Known
as the Affordable Care Act of 2010, this act would require that individuals purchase a health care plan or face a
penalty. While this bill was signed, there has been much opposition. The main reason for the opposition of
President Obama’s bill is that many disagree with a government role and mandates where healthcare is
concerned. This is very similar to backlash against President Truman’s, Clinton’s and even Johnson’s bills.

Harry S. Truman paved the way for healthcare reform in the United States, and criticisms against his bill have
also remained throughout American history. Many presidents have followed in Truman’s footsteps to try to
provide what is considered a “universal human right” to all Americans. The question that remains is: What led
to Truman’s failure of passing a healthcare bill during his presidency?



Source 1

President Truman’s response
Note: The letter below, written by President Truman, was in response to Dr. Moorman’s letter warning about the
evils of a national healthcare system. Dr. Lewis J. Moorman wrote a book based on is practice as a midwestern
doctor called, Pioneer Doctor which was published in 1951.

Source Information: Correspondence Between President Harry S. Truman and Lewis Moorman, July 7, 1947.
Page 1 of 5.

July 16, 1947 ~

Dear Dr, Moorman:

I read your letter of July seventh with some
surprise,

It is perfectly apparent that you are not ) 'ﬁ
familiar with the Public Health Program o
advocated by this Administration.

[ am sorry that you haven't taken the trouble

to enlighten yourself on the subject,

Sincerely yours,

4ARRY S. TRUMAN

Dr, Lewis J. Moorman X

Oklu‘homa City 3, Oklahoma
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Using Source 1

Sourcing Who was the author of this text? Circle the
author. When was the text written? Underline
the date.

Contextualization Questions How might circumstances in which the document

was created affect its content?

Corroboration Tasks How does Truman feel about the individual
writing this letter?

Close Reading Questions How does the document’s language indicate the
author’s perspective?




Source 2

President Truman’s letter
Note: The letter below is President Truman’s response to a letter written by family friend (from Lee’s Summit) Ben
Turoff regarding the national healthcare program. Over the years, President Truman and the Turoff family
communicated back and forth, even exchanging birthday and Christmas cards. Notice the difference in tone

between source 1 and source 2.

Source Information: Letter to Ben Turoff regarding healthcare April 1949.

April 12, 1949
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My dear Ben:

Your letter of April first is most interesting.
The main difficulty is that you start off with
the wromg premise, Nobody is working for
socialized medicine - all my Health Program
calls for is an insurance plan that will enable
people to pay doctor bills and receive hospital
treatment when they need it,

I con’t understand the rabid approech of the
American Medical Agsociation - they have
distorted and misrepresented the whole program
80 that it will be necessary for me to go cut and
:ell the people just exactly what we are asking
or,

Iam trying to fix it so the people in the middle
income bracket can live as long as the very rich
and very poor,

I am glad you wrote me because | think there are
a lotdpooplolikomwhomduni.h“d-gm
on this subject,

Sincerely yours,

Mr, Ben Turoff “

Lees Summit
Missouri

Glossary
Socialized medicine- the provision of medical and hospital care for all by means of public funds.



Using Source 2

Sourcing Who was the author of this text? Is he a reliable
source? Why or why not?

Contextualization Questions When and where was the document created?
Corroboration Tasks What does this document say?
Close Reading Questions What language does the author use to persuade

the document’s audience?




Source 3

Letter to President Truman from the MALU
Note: Many professional organizations voiced their opposition to President Truman’s proposed National
Healthcare Plan.

Source Information: Resolution, Montana Association of Life Underwriters June 22, 1949.
o momon )P

WEEREAS, under the American system of free enterprise has been
developed the highest standard of heslth and medical care of any naticn
in the world; and,

WHEFEAS, American medicine has been made available to the people
of this country on a budget-basis through voluntary health insurance,
adrministered by special medical and hospital care plans, insurance
company plans, and plans developed by fraternal organizations, labor
unions, private employers, and other organizstions; and,

WHEREAS, there is nothing that government cen do for the American
family in the field of health insurance that voluntary health insurance
can't do better -- and at less cost; and,

WHEREAS, compulsory health insurance would destroy the plans of
voluntary health insurance now existing which render the best health
service for the least available cost any plece in the world today,
HOW THEREFORE,

HBE IT RESOLVED, that WM-’A’! Underwriters do hereby go on
record against any form of compulsory health insurance or any system of
political medicine designed f tional bureaucratic control; and,

That a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Preaident of the
United States; to-emch Senator sn’ Hepresentative from the State of Montana,
and are hereby respectfully requested to use every effort at their command
to prevent the enactment of such legislatiocn.

1116 lorth 30th Street
Billings, Montana

Glossary

Underwriter-is someone whose job is to judge the risks involved in certain activities and decide how much to
charge for insurance.



Using Source 3

Sourcing 1. Who was the author of the document?
(Circle the author’s name and who they
are.)

2. When was the document written?
(Underline the date)

Contextualization Questions 1. How might the circumstances in which the
document was created affect its content?

Corroboration Tasks 1. What makes this document reliable or
not?

Close Reading Questions 1. What claims does the author make?




Source 4

Cover of “The Road Ahead” by John T. Flynn
Note: John Thomas Flynn (October 25, 1882 — April 13, 1964) was an American journalist best known for his
opposition to President Franklin D. Roosevelt and to American entry into World War Il. In September 1940, Flynn
helped establish the America First Committee (AFC). He was also the first to advance the Pearl Harbor advance-
knowledge conspiracy theory. Below is the cover of his book, “The Road Ahead” outlining the evils of a national
healthcare system. Flynn thought a national healthcare system would lead to Communism.

Source Information: The Road Ahead: America's Creeping Revolution, 1949 by John T. Flynn

Using Source 4

Sourcing Questions 1. Identify the source and date of the
document.
2. What is the author’s perspective?

Contextualization Questions 1. How might the circumstances in which the
document was created affect its content?

Corroboration Tasks 1. What other documents have a similar
point of view?

Close Reading Questions 1. What language does the author use to
persuade the document’s audience?



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Journalist
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franklin_D._Roosevelt
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/World_War_II
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/America_First_Committee
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pearl_Harbor_advance-knowledge_conspiracy_theory
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pearl_Harbor_advance-knowledge_conspiracy_theory

Source 5

Socialized Medicine Cartoon
Note: By 1946, many of the professional medical groups and insurance companies in the United States were
working hard to stop the passage of President Truman’s National Healthcare Plan. Below is one piece of
propaganda used to persuade readers.

Source Information: “Still Just as Hard to Swallow.” Showdown on Political Medicine. Pamphlet. Chicago, IL:
National Physicians’ Committee for the Extension of Medical Services, 1946, cartoon on back cover page. From
National Library of Medicine.

Still

Jt as .' to aIIw

i ey

4

O o '

.3 NI Bur ITHAS BEEN SUGAR-COATED!

86 u&&:’é‘: & IT ISN'T THE“GENERAL WELFARE PiLL”

: "‘k,» R " ANYMORE. NOW WECALL I T THE
/

“NATIONAL HEALTH PiLu!”

~—Reprinted by permission, New York Journal-American



https://www.nlm.nih.gov/exhibition/forallthepeople/img/OB11291.jpg

Using Source 5

Sourcing Questions 1. Who was the author of the document?
(Circle the author’s name and who they
are.)

2. When was the document written?
(Underline the date)

Contextualization Questions This article is an editorial, which expresses the
author’s opinion. How do you think the author of
this cartoon feels about national healthcare?

Corroboration Tasks 1. What other documents share a similar
perspective with this political cartoon?

Close Reading Questions 1. What claim does this author make?

2. What language (words, phrases, images,
symbols) does the author use to persuade
the document’s audience?




Source 6
Concise outline of the AMA’s argument against President Truman’s National Healthcare
Proposal

Note: The AMA’s long campaign against national health insurance took many forms including images, cartoons,
newspaper and magazine space, often including the word “socialism” as a tactic to persuade the public.

Source Information: "A Condensation Prepared by the Bureau of Legal Medicine and Legislation, American

Medical Association." April 28, 1949.

Every wage earmer, every self-employed person and every
employer would be compelled 10 contribute exorbitant payroll
taxes, eventually mounting 1o a tax of 8§ or 10 per cent on every
paycheck, %0 support this system—and the cost of medical
cure, instead of being reduced, would be doubled and trebled
by bureaucratic overhead.

The record Is clear in every country where compubiory
fwalth insurance has been adopted It s cheap in quality, but
extravagantly high in price

The President’s message, in some respocts, was persuasive
and disarming. The ideals and objectives were stated in glowing
terms, but the message was completely lacking in any specific
statersent of the services to which the people would be entitied, or
any estimate of the taxes which they would be compelied w0 pay

My, Truman has been too long away from Missouri, if he
believes the American people will sign a blank check for soch
an ambiguous program. The people will want to be shown.

There are many fallacies and misstatements in the President’s
message, soine of which cannot go unchallenged

President Truman, for example, is about a decade behind the
times in his statistics on the growth of the voluntary health
imgrance systems

He reports that ooly 3500000 people huve imsurance which
provides adequate health protection. Ten or fifteen years ago
that was true, Today, Mr. President, 55000000 Americans are
protected under the voluntary health insurance systems of this
country, against the costs of hospital care, and 37,000,000
policy holders are insured against surgical or medical bills

Again, the President falls into the error of stating that only
limited, imadoquate health protection is available under the

A Condensation Prepared by the Bureau of Legal
Medicine and Legislation, American Medical
Association, April 28, 1949
A new administration national health bill, apparently offered
as a substitute for S.5 was introduced in the Senate, April 25,
as S. 1679, by Senators Thomas of Utah, Murray of Mootana,
Wagner of New York, Pegper of Florida, Chaver of New
Mexico, Taylor of " ldabo, McGrath of Rhode Island and
Humphrey of Minnesota. The bill was referred 10 the Com-
mittee on Labor and Public Wellare, of which Semator Thomas

is Chairman,

Similar bills were introduced on the same day in the House
of Representatives as H.RA3I2 by Representative Dingell of
Michigan and H.RA313 by Represemtative Biemsiller of Wis-
consin, The House bills were referred to the Committee on
Interstate atd Foreign Commerce, of which Representative
Crosser of Ohio s Chairman

The title of the bill indicates that it will provide a program
of national health imsurance, and its proponents describe the
program as constituting a matiomal system of comtributory
health insurance

There are seven titles to the one hundred and sixty-three
page bill

Prepaid Personal Health Insurance Benefits

This is the heading masigned to Title VII of the hill
Adwmimistration —On the federal level, there will be created
in the Federal Security Agency a Natiomal Health lisurance
Board of five members, thwee of whom will he appointed by
the President by and with the advice of the Senate. The other
two will be the Surgeon General of the United States Public
Health Service and the Commismsioner of Social Security. Nooe

volusitary health insuramce systems. Actually, the J Y

of the app d members, one of whom will be a lcemed

Glossary

Condensation- compression of a written or spoken work into more concise form.

Using Source 6

Sourcing Questions

1. Who was the author of the document?
(Circle the author’s name and who they
are.)

2. When was the document written?
(Underline the date)

Contextualization Questions

1. How might the circumstances in which the
document was created affect its content?

Corroboration Tasks

1. What other documents share a similar
perspective with this political cartoon?

Close Reading Questions

1. What claims does the author makes?
2. What evidence does the author use?




Source 7

Note: In 1942, after G. Lloyd Spencer decided not to seek re-election, McClellan ran for the Senate again and this
time won. He served as Senator from Arkansas from 1943 to 1977, when he died in office. During his tenure, he
served as chairman of the Appropriations Committee and served 22 years as chairman of the Committee on
Government Operations. McClellan was the longest serving United States Senator in Arkansas history.

Source Information: McClellan, John L. “Studies, Surveys, Reports, and Proposals. Medical Meeting of County

Medical Society Officers.” July 1, 1949.

Studies, Surveys, Reports

and Proposa]s

MEDICAL
Meeting of County Medical Society Officers

“Senator John L. McClellan of Arkansas assailed June 5 pro-
posals for compulsory health insurance as ‘false doctrine and a
hope that is only a delusion.” He addressed the National Confer-
ence of County Medical Society Officers on the eve of the opening
of the annual meeting of the American Medical Assciation. “The
title “health insurance” is an attractive and persuasive window
dressing,” he said. “The evil is in the substance of the proposal.
Beneath the outer garment is the body of a false doctrine and a
hope that is only an illusion. Congress cannot legislate “compul-
sory” good health for the American people. There are some fields
of service, of course, in which the Federal Government can and
should properly participate by aiding the medical profession and
the public in preventing disease, in carrying on scientific research
and experimentation, and also by helping to provide the hospitals
and clinical facilities necessary for the care and trecatment of those
who are ill. Beyond those limits it cannot very well go without
invading the inalicnable rights of the individual and regimenting
the medical profession.’

Using Source 7

Sourcing Questions 1. Who was the author of the document?
(Circle the author’s name and who they
are.)

2. When was the document written?
(Underline the date)

Contextualization Questions 1. How might the circumstances in which the
document was created affect its content?

Corroboration Tasks 1. What other documents have a different
perspective with this text?

Close Reading Questions 1. What claims does the author make?

2. How does the document’s language
indicate the author’s perspective?



https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/G._Lloyd_Spencer

Source 8

Notes: Senator Robert Taft (R-OH),introduced the Taft-Smith-Ball bill, which called for matching grants to states to
subsidize private health insurance for the needy. Although the AMA supported this bill, Truman was against it
because he believed it would halt the political progress he had made in guaranteeing every American health

insurance.

Source
Information:
Memorandum,
about S. 545
Taft-Ball-
Donnell Health
CA. 1947.

"Facts
(The
Smith-
ZACTS ARCUT S, 543 Bill)".
(THE TAST-SALL-SUITH-DONNELL HEALTH BILL)
ot » Netional Irogres

The Taft Bill proposes to solve the naticnal health problem by
offering modizal sharity, It authorizes s fedaral appropriation of
$200,000,000 & year to be apportionsd among the states to help sare for needy
persons, Who Gre needy? Those vho s4mnot pay all or part of tho oste of
their medical care, Hov many such people are there in the United States?
Serator Taft says that his Bill would help tventy to twonty-five persent of
the populations Astuelly, the people who sannmot pay all or part of their
medizal sare costs sonstitute at least seventy to eighty perrsent of the popu=
lation == sven in tines of fullescployment 1ike the present, The Aserisan
Nediaal Aseozistion in & report published in 1939, said that all the people
vith fumily imsomes of less than $3,000 a yoar fell into this sategory, If
the difference in the purshasing powar of the dollar batwesn 1939 and 1547
ie taken into modount, & §3,000 inzome 4n 1939 would mean ot least o 34,500
insome this year, Dven without allowing for the lowered welue of the dollar,
Sixty-nine perzent of tho populeticn bad fanily insomes less than $3,000 a
year in 1945 when sarnings and enployment were higher than they are in 1947,

Berely Covers Needs of Sgcipients of Publds Add

Currently sbout 0,000,000 poople are reseiving genoral relisf
and publis assistanse, moetly from losal and stote wolfore dspartments with a
little ald frem federal funds, The averege tost for medisal sare for this
group (besause of age and condition) 13 nt least double that of the average
per capito sost for the nation as o wholos An average of 360,00 par person
& year for theee 5,000,000 psople is a low figures Thus it would 208t about

$300,000,000 to zare for this group alonee

The Taft 2411 reguires tho states to motsh their federal funds
dollar for dollar but allows them to sount in their quotss public money whizh
thoy are now spending "for similer purposes.® astually only @ handful of
Btates, ond these the poorest ones, would have to put up ohy nev money unhder
the provieions of this 2411, ‘Allowing for what the stotes are now spending
for the medixa] zare of the 5,000,000 people (serc that s novw cdoguate in
4 fow lozalities but inguffisient in uolt? the $200,000,000 plus the small
0dditional amount of new moncy put up by & fow states would do 1ittle more
than pay fér adequate zore for this Eroup == lese than four persent of the
Fopulnticn,

A.Chard ty Measure = Extonded to she Sshools
Nre Taft aloo proposes thot oid sholl be given from publiz funds

to voluntary health inguranse plans to onable them to onroll medisally needy
porzons by paying all or part of tho health insuranso shorges, But, ogven if
there vore enough moncy avafloble 'under his Fill, insuranso plong sonmot insure
groups of medisally needy personss The only foasiblo woy for the plins to bo
paid for the sure of sush porsone is on o 2dse by sasc basis, Pcople would
have to pess o means tost to boscmo oligibla,

Anocther Sestion of the 3ill rogquires hozlth cxsminations to bo
mode of all shildron in olesentary and scoondory sshools, Sush cxaminctions
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for Wese 30,000,000 chdldres would cost &t loast $80,000,000 & year in now
monoye Tho expenditure would bo largely wastod, howowery unloss there wore
alse suffisiont funds avnjlable %o poy for the treatments Tho Bill says that
troatsent i3 to Yo provided for the shildrenm &n those familics "who could mot
moet 811 or part of tho 305t of thoir modisal saro." Thus this Bill would ine
sroduze the mooks t0at imto our public schocls, The provision for dontal exasie
pations and dontal care would do Just tho samo thing.

AMNOETRATIVE FROVISIONS
A lige and Soparate Healsh “gzenzy

A mow heolth agemsy, indopondont of the Fodoral Sosurity Agomay,
would bo established. Tho Publia Hoalth Servize ond the heelth functions of the
tnildron's Burees’ together with othor existing goverment services would be
sransfersed to it, but sould operato thoro os soparate offises under the Adeine
tstrotore Two mew offi2os, 5150 oparating 68 soporsto units within the sgossy
would bo 8ot upr an Offiso of Medizel and Hospital Care Services and an Offise
of Dontal Caro Sorvizese

Erofegsional Control

In oach neso, the tep admimistrative josts would be oaouplied by
pgon with profossions]l qualifisations rather than trained and oxporionzed publis
odnindstrators, The Aduinistrater of the hoalth ngensy must bo & physizlane
Tho Direstor of the offise of modisnl soro cust bo & physician with ot loast
five years axperionsd and tho Dirootor of dental sare o dontal surgeon with
ton yoars oxpericnco,

Professional sontrol 13 also assurod on the ndvisory todios at
both the foderal ond state lovels. Ne provision is made to assuro reprosontation
of the point of view of the gencral publis. The languago of the Bill docs mot
oven puorantoe mimority roproscatation of the bonefisiaricos or the organizations
to whish thoy belonge

2 0 )

Tho Burgoon Gonoral of tho United Stotos Publis Heslth Servioco
would bo o subordinsto of tho top medizal administrator end the sotivitics of
tho Publis Health Scrvizo mogrogoted from thosc of tho medizal and dontal saro
effiscse In thig woy tho provisions run dircatly sounter to ono of the stotoed
purposas of the 2411 and §gnoros tho mood for soordimation botvodn provontive
end surstive sorviscs and csphasis on provention as tho soro of & national
hoalth insuranso progrone

Atato 4ogipietrasign

States opurating hoalth progrons weuld net bo required %o edharo
to any fodor=l standards. Tho nbsonao of any roquiraionts on tho statcs rose
posting aduinistrotion and the foflure %0 cvon roguire ehsarvonse of the morit
systan would rosult 4n incfficiont,and poarhaps sheotis, aduinistration with mo
azrounting for tho cxpomditurc of publis fundse It vould bo quitc posaible %oco
for o privato insuranse plan to hawvo exslusive right within a state to adeindstor
the bemofita,

Using Source 8

Sourcing Questions

1. Who was the author of the document?
(Circle the author’s name and who they
are.)

2. When was the document written?
(Underline the date)

Contextualization Questions 1. How might the circumstances in which the

document was created affect its content?

Corroboration Tasks

What other documents share a similar perspective
with this political cartoon?

Close Reading Questions 1. How does the document’s language

indicate the author’s perspective?




Source 9

Letter from citizen against President Truman’s Healthcare Plan
Note: President Truman heard from many citizens regarding his proposed National Healthcare Plan. Many, like
below, were not in favor.

Source Information: Letter from F. C. LeBlond to President Harry S. Truman. November 27, 1945.

F.C. LeBLOND

168 GEARY STREET, SAN FRANCISCO, 8

\

President Harry S. Truman
Washington, D. C,

¥y doar Mr, President:

I am opposed to the National
Health Act of 1945, Senate 1606,
House 4730, because I am a Christian
Scientist and it interferes with my
religious practices, and because it
is opposed to The Comnstitution of The
United States, the First Amendment of
The Bill of Rights. As my President
I demand that you give the American
Individual more freedom instead of
more regimentation.

Very sincerely

AL for ek

November 27, 1945

Glossary
Christian Science- the beliefs and practices of the Church of Christ Scientist, a Christian sect founded by Mary
Baker Eddy in 1879. Members hold that only God and the mind have ultimate reality, and that sin and illness are

illusions that can be overcome by prayer and faith.

Regimentation-is very strict control over the way a group of people behave or the way something is done.



Using Source 9

Sourcing Questions 1. Who was the author of the document?
(Circle the author’s name and who they
are.)

2. When was the document written?
(Underline the date)

Contextualization Questions 1. How might the circumstances in which the
document was created affect its content?

Corroboration Tasks 1. What other documents share a similar
perspective with this text?

Close Reading Questions 1. What claims does the author make?




Source 10
Letter from small business owner, W.I. Sargent outlining his issues with the President’s

Healthcare Plan
Note: The most controversial aspect of the plan was the proposed national health insurance plan. In his November
19, 1945 address, President Truman called for the creation of a national health insurance fund to be run by the
federal government. This fund would be open to all Americans, but would remain optional. Participants would pay
monthly fees into the plan, which would cover the cost of any and all medical expenses that arose in a time of
need. The government would pay for the cost of services rendered by any doctor who chose to join the program.
In addition, the insurance plan would give a cash balance to the policy holder to replace wages lost due to illness or
injury.

Source Information: Letter from W. I. Sargent to President Harry S. Truman, January 4, 1946. Truman Papers,
Official File. OF 286-A: Socialized Medicine.
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Glossary

Compulsory- required



Using Source 10

Sourcing Questions 1. Who was the author of the document?
(Circle the author’s name and who they
are.)

2. When was the document written?
(Underline the date)

Contextualization Questions 1. How might circumstances in which the
document was created affect its content?

Corroboration Tasks 1. What other documents share a similar
perspective with this text?

Close Reading Questions 1. What claims does the author make?
2. How does the document's language
indicate the author’s perspective?




Source 11
AMA Postcard to physicians regarding President Truman’s Healthcare Plan

Dear Senator:

Please vote against all Compulsory Health Insurance Bills pending before the Legislature. We have enough
regimentation in this country now. Certainly we don’t want to be forced to go to “A State doctor,” or to pay for
such a doctor whether we use him or not. That system was born in Germany—and is part and parcel of what our

boys are fighting overseas. Let’s not adopt it here.

Using Source 11

Sourcing Questions 3. Who was the author of the document?
(Circle the author’s name and who they
are.)

4. When was the document written?
(Underline the date)

Contextualization Questions 2. How might circumstances in which the
document was created affect its content?

Corroboration Tasks 2. What other documents share a similar
perspective with this text?

Close Reading Questions 3. What claims does the author make?
4. How does the document's language
indicate the author’s perspective?




Staging the Question: Consider the forces that work against a national healthcare system in
the United States. Write down the name of each source, and then mark which factor limiting
President Truman is present in the document.

Source President Lobbyists Republican Public
Party
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