
 
 
 
 

Primary Source 1 
 
 

 
A cartoon suggesting the First Lady used the President for scoops that she could break in her newspaper 

column, when actually he often gave her ideas he was considering to test public response to it. She so 

liked this cartoon that she asked the cartoonist for the original.  

(carlanthonyonline.com) 
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Primary Source 2 

 

 

 

The famous New Yorker cartoon depicting coal miners as they react to the appearance of the First Lady 

descending towards them. (The New Yorker) 

 

http://i0.wp.com/carlanthonyonlinedotcom.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/the-famous-new-yorker-

cartoon-referencing-eleanor-roosevelts-numerous-inspections-of-working-conditions-in-coal-

mines.jpg?resize=684%2C719 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

Primary Source 3 

 

 

 

Many critics suggested that the First Lady was behind the President’s social programs as a means of 

promoting an agenda of socialism and communism 

https://carlanthonyonlinedotcom.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/wpid-20131013_031509-

e1381663287688.jpg 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Primary Source 4 

 

 

https://carlanthonyonline.com/2013/10/13/honoring-the-first-lady-of-the-world-in-cartoons/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Primary Source 5 

 

http://i0.wp.com/carlanthonyonlinedotcom.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/another-cartoon-

referencing-the-fact-that-eleanor-roosevelt-was-rarely-in-residence-at-the-white-

house.jpg?resize=700%2C1026 
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https://carlanthonyonline.com/2013/10/13/honoring-the-first-lady-of-the-world-in-cartoons/ 
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https://carlanthonyonline.com/2013/10/13/honoring-the-first-lady-of-the-world-in-cartoons/ 

 

 



 
 

Primary Source 8 

 

 Cartoon drawn by Herbert Block, professionally known as Herblock 

 

Herblock, “Political Cartoon of ER,” Stevenson Library Digital Collections, accessed June 16, 2017, 

http://omekalib.bard.edu/items/show/1541. 
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Primary Source 9 

 

 

Das Schwarze, the weekly newspaper of the Nazi SS hatefully depicted Eleanor as asking FDR if they’d 

lost a lot of money on the war to which he responded, no – just lives. 

Translation 

Das geschaft mit dem Tode  The business with the death 

 Verlust-Liste Loss List 

Have we already lost a lot of dollars, Delano?    Peace of mind, Eleanor, Peace of mind, Eleanor we pay 

only with human life 

 Background information 

Das Schwarze Korps (German for The Black Corps) was the official newspaper of the Schutzstaffel (SS). This 

newspaper was published on Wednesdays and distributed free of charge. Each SS member was encouraged to 

read it. The chief editor was SS leader Gunter d'Alquen;[1] the publisher was Max Amann of the Franz-Eher-Verlag 

publishing company. The paper was hostile to many groups, with frequent articles condemning the Catholic 

Church (any act interfering with the state being denounced as "political Catholicism"), Jews, Communism, 

Freemasonry and others 

https://carlanthonyonlinedotcom.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/das-schwarze-the-weekly-newspaper-

of-the-ss-depicted-eleanor-as-asking-fdr-if-theyd-lost-a-lot-of-money-on-the-war-to-which-he-

responded-no-just-lives.jpg 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/German_language
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Schutzstaffel
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gunter_d%27Alquen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Das_Schwarze_Korps#cite_note-FOOTNOTEManvellFraenkel198750-1
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Max_Amann
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Franz-Eher-Verlag
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Catholic_Church
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jews
https://carlanthonyonlinedotcom.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/das-schwarze-the-weekly-newspaper-of-the-ss-depicted-eleanor-as-asking-fdr-if-theyd-lost-a-lot-of-money-on-the-war-to-which-he-responded-no-just-lives.jpg
https://carlanthonyonlinedotcom.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/das-schwarze-the-weekly-newspaper-of-the-ss-depicted-eleanor-as-asking-fdr-if-theyd-lost-a-lot-of-money-on-the-war-to-which-he-responded-no-just-lives.jpg
https://carlanthonyonlinedotcom.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/das-schwarze-the-weekly-newspaper-of-the-ss-depicted-eleanor-as-asking-fdr-if-theyd-lost-a-lot-of-money-on-the-war-to-which-he-responded-no-just-lives.jpg
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Eleanor Roosevelt speaks to a group of Civilian Conservation Corps workers in Tennessee. (Tennessee 

History for Kids) 

 

 

http://www.firstladies.org/biographies/firstladies.aspx?biography=33 
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Primary Source 11 

 

First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt visits American troops in the South Pacific, 1943. Photo credit: Franklin D. 

Roosevelt Presidential Library 

Background Information 

During WWII, in 1943, Eleanor Roosevelt wanted to travel to the Pacific War Zones and visit wounded 
American soldiers. Her trip met resistance from top Navy brass. Initially, Admiral Halsey regarded her trip as a 

nuisance and insisted on surrounding her with so much protection that she felt cut off from the ordinary soldiers 

she had come to see. However, Eleanor’s indomitable energy and kindness staggered the mind of everyone she 

met. 

When Eleanor Roosevelt visited the wounded soldiers, it wasn’t just a wave and a smile, then on to the next 

hospital. Eleanor spoke directly to each soldier, comforted them with the words a mother would use with her son, 

took messages back to their loved ones, and passed along heart felt wishes from the President. The soldiers loved 

her maternal compassion. Admiral Halsey said “It was a sight I will never forget.” 

Halsey later admitted “I was ashamed of my original surliness. She alone had accomplished more good than any 

other person, or any other group of civilians who had passed through my area.”  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=dHvaTush&id=A534A3A8A3D01BBB099E17E301AA91

BA75354353&thid=OIP.dHvaTushF4VPFtYwMLXEkgEsDv&q=eleanor+visiting+troops+in+wwII&simid=6080142465

81505947&selectedIndex=11&ajaxhist=0 
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Eleanor Roosevelt visits Puerto Rico in March 1934. 

 

https://s-media-cache-ak0.pinimg.com/originals/9c/72/26/9c7226a087105487cd485919c04a763c.jpg 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Primary Source 13 

 

 

 

 

Eleanor Roosevelt visits the Federal Nursery School in Los Angeles, California, on March 17, 1938. 

photo by Times staff photographer Horton Churchill. 

http://framework.latimes.com/2011/06/24/eleanor-roosevelt-in-l-a/ 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Primary Source 14 

 

Eleanor Roosevelt visiting a coal mine in Neff, Ohio in 1935 

 

https://www.pinterest.com/pin/224617100140394648/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

Primary Source 15 

 

 

Eleanor Roosevelt presents Marian Anderson with the Spingarn Medal in Richmond, Virginia,  
on July 2, 1939 
  
https://www.pinterest.com/pin/222576406559442603/ 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Primary Source 16 

 

 

 

First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt pins the Soldier's Medal on Private Sam Morris at a ceremony in 

Seattle in April 1943. Morris saved the lives of several people trapped in a burning packing 

plant when a bomber crashed into the building. 

https://www.pinterest.com/Glasgowrose/eleanor-roosevelt/ 

 

https://www.pinterest.com/Glasgowrose/eleanor-roosevelt/
http://www.corbisimages.com/stock-photo/rights-managed/BE002476/eleanor-roosevelt-awarding-the-soldiers-medal
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The Roosevelts as a political team  
President Franklin D. Roosevelt and First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt. (Photo: March of Dimes) 

This essay is part of the larger project The First Family of Radio: Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt’s Historic Broadcasts. 
You can download the entire radio hour from our podcast feed (iTunes). 

Eleanor and Franklin Roosevelt were not the first White House couple to act as political partners, but 
they were the first to do so in such a public fashion. Eleanor Roosevelt was a first lady of firsts. She 
was the first president’s wife to fly in an airplane. She was the first to testify before Congress. She was 
the first to hold a government job and to address a national political convention. FDR supported her 
public activities, in part, because they benefited his own political ends. 

Eleanor Roosevelt’s public appearances, newspaper columns and radio broadcasts were not managed 
by the FDR’s advisers. But ER knew what her husband’s goals were, and many of her public 
statements helped move the president’s agenda forward. ER also sometimes nudged his policies in 
directions she cared about. Some of FDR’s advisers, who were mostly men, wished for a first lady who 
was more of a conventional White House hostess. But FDR himself supported his wife’s work. 

“In all the years we were in the White House, he never asked me not to do anything,” ER told an 
interviewer after FDR’s death. “But I remember once sending him a column because I thought I 
touched on something controversial the he might think was harmful. And I got it back with one word 
changed. And a simple little note: ‘This word seems to me less antagonistic.'” 

Still, in 1936, the New Yorker reported that FDR either instructed or asked ER to decline a series of 13 
commercial broadcasts. “He has put his foot down several other times, too,” the article said. “We don’t 
know what the objections have been.” It was an election year, and ER kept a markedly low radio 
profile. She did no commercial broadcasting in 1936, and made far fewer unpaid radio appearances 
than in other years. 

Most of the time, however, ER had free rein to say what was on her mind. Historian Blanche Wiesen 
Cook writes that FDR encouraged the first lady to engage in the public debate on issues. “She served 
as a sounding board and a front runner,” Cook writes. “He knew he could restrain her, but he rarely 
tried.” Cook says FDR seldom acknowledged ER’s influence, but that Eleanor did have the president’s 
ear. She undertook fact-finding missions around the country – and even to wartime Great Britain — 
and reported back to him on what she found. When she was home, they might talk politics over the 
dinner table. ER said that vigorous arguments were not uncommon. Eleanor’s idealism sometimes 
clashed with Franklin’s political pragmatism. 

In later interviews, Eleanor Roosevelt downplayed her influence on FDR. “I don’t think that the wife of 
a president should ever forget that it is he who is doing the important job,” she said. “And whatever she 
does must be of help to that job.” But politicians and activists of the time knew better. They would often 
approach Eleanor with proposals or objections she might agree with and pass on to her husband. 

http://www.americanradioworks.org/authors/stephen-smith/
http://www.americanradioworks.org/documentaries/roosevelts/
http://www.americanradioworks.org/podcast/
https://itunes.apple.com/us/podcast/id81914987
http://www.americanradioworks.org/segments/eleanor-roosevelt-radio/


 
 
Eleanor Roosevelt addresses the Democratic National Convention in Chicago on behalf of her 
husband, July 18, 1940. (Photo: Franklin D. Roosevelt Presidential Library) 

FDR speechwriter Samuel Rosenman said ER would often read drafts of the president’s speeches, 
and was “very helpful” on scripts related to youth, education or consumer interests. And ER regularly 
left FDR a basket of reading to take to bed with him, letters and newspaper clippings she thought he 
should see. 

FDR’s radio appearances were more carefully scripted than ER’s. He had Pulitzer Prize winner Robert 
Sherwood helping him craft his Fireside Chats; she wrote all of her own material and gave live 
interviews. Radio historian Jason Loviglio contends that FDR’s radio speeches tended to emphasize 
national unity, while ER’s radio talks emphasized diversity and respect for social, cultural and gender 
differences. Her writings, speeches and broadcasts often dealt with homey topics rather than politics, 
such as whether chaperones were going out of style, or a mother’s responsibility as a citizen. But she 
also took on controversial subjects. 

ER has been widely described as the conscience of the Roosevelt administration. She often staked 
out progressive-left positions on controversial issues where FDR felt politically constrained. Her public 
position on civil rights, for example, was to the left of her husband’s. He had to retain the support of 
southern Democrats, but she was able to be outspoken in her advocacy for equal treatment for people 
of color. 

ER’s passionate belief in civil rights led to conflict with her husband after the United States’ entrance 
into World War II, when FDR decided to imprison Japanese-American citizens in internment camps. 
ER opposed this idea, but when it became administration policy, she supported it publicly. After FDR’s 
death, Eleanor Roosevelt said internment had been a mistake. 

Throughout their partnership, though, Franklin and Eleanor respected and relied on each other’s 
judgment. They shared many of the same progressive, democratic ideals and worked alongside one 
another to bring about their visions of what the United States should be. 

 

 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 



 

 


