
Source 1 

Cover Page to Speech from Secretary of Commerce (H. Wallace) to Truman. July 23, 1946. Clark 

M. Clifford Papers, Box 19. Wallace, Henry. This cover letter is connected to a speech Wallace 

intended to deliver on September 12, 1946 at Madison Square Garden in New York. In the 

speech Wallace called on the United States to develop a peaceful coexistence with Russia. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 

 

  

https://herb.ashp.cuny.edu/items/show/1253


 

Using Source 1 

 

Sourcing Questions:  
 
 

What is the relationship between the President and the Secretary of 
Commerce?  
Why would the Secretary of Commerce write a letter like this to the 
President? What was his goal? 
What was Henry Wallace’s role in the Roosevelt Administration? Why 
is that important? 
 

Contextualization 
Questions 
 
 

What was going on in Truman’s administration when this source was 
created? How long had Truman been President at this time? 
What “trend in international affairs” might Wallace be referring to in 
this source? 

Corroboration Tasks 
 
 

What do other sources indicate what happened after Truman received 
this letter? 

Close Reading Questions 
 
 
 

What does Wallace recommend in this source? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Source 2 

Memo to Mr. Clifford. September 18, 1946. Clark M. Clifford Papers, Box 19. Wallace, Henry... 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



 

Using Source 2 

 

Sourcing Questions 
 
 
 
 

How is the format of this source significant?  
The author of this source is not clear;  Where did this source likely come 
from? 
What is the purpose of this source? 
Is there any way know how reliable it is? 
Who was Francis Walter?  

Contextualization 
Questions 
 
 

How long after Wallace’s speech was this source created? 

Corroboration Tasks 
 
 
 
 

How does this document relate to Source 1?  
Notice how this source fits between Truman’s longhand notes from 
September 16 and 19 (source 3). Is there any evidence that Truman 
believed the claim in this note? 
 

Close Reading Questions 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

http://encyclopedia.densho.org/Francis%20Walter/


Source 3 

Longhand Notes of President Harry S. Truman, September 16 & 19, 1946. President’s 

Secretary’s Files (online).  Sept. 16, 1946 Letter.  Sept. 19, 1946 Letter. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Read to the Sec. of State and discussed- not typed or mailed 

 

HST  

 

Sept. 16, 1946 

 

… Wallace and I have always been friendly and I am sure he is not unfriendly to me, and I don’t 

think he would want to put anything over on me. If the speech had been made by anyone else 

anywhere else it would have attracted no attention. Then my statement at the press conference 

that I had read and approved the speech added to its importance.  

 

I shall not edit speeches anymore particularly when I am pressed for time as I was that day. 

Wallace only asked for 15 minutes and it took 30 minutes to read the speech. I was behind in 

my timetable and some other most important people were coming.  

 

Anyway it was a most unfortunate proceeding. I wish my Cabinet members would stay in their 

own fields and attend to their own business. Wallace has a habit of attending to every member’s 

business but his own….  

------------------------- 

Sept. 19, ‘46 

 

Mr. Wallace spent 2½ hours talking to me yesterday. I’m not so sure he’s as fundamentally 

sound intellectually as I had thought. He advised me that I should be far to the “left” when 

Congress was not in session and that I should move right when Congress is on hand and in 

session. He said F.D.R. did that and F.D. never let his “right” hand know what his “left” hand did!  

 

I’m not so sure that Henry didn’t purposely put it over on me with his Madison Square Garden 

speech. It isn’t customary to expect a Cabinet officer to be “fuzzy” in his thinking- but I’m very 

much afraid Henry not only is “fuzzy” but that he has absorbed some of the “Commy” - “Jesuit” 

theory that the end justifies the means….  

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/trumanpapers/psf/longhand/index.php?documentid=hst-psf_naid735239-01&documentYear=1946&documentVersion=both
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/whistlestop/study_collections/trumanpapers/psf/longhand/index.php?documentid=hst-psf_naid735241-01&documentYear=1946&documentVersion=both


 

Using Source 3 

 

Sourcing Questions 
 
 
 
 

What kind of details might occur in someone’s daily notes?  
Are sources like this more or less reliable? 
Why might Truman keep notes like these? 

Contextualization 
Questions 
 
 
 

How long after Wallace’s speech were these two notes? 
What else was Truman doing between these dates?- Check Truman’s daily 
calendar. 

Corroboration Tasks 
 
 
 

Note corroboration tasks for Source 2 
 

Close Reading 
Questions 
 
 
 
 

What is the difference between Truman’s thoughts on September 16 and 
19? 
What is Truman’s greatest concern as expressed in these sources? 
What does Truman say about Henry Wallace on September 19th? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.trumanlibrary.org/hstpaper/psf.htm#series30
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/calendar/
https://www.trumanlibrary.org/calendar/


Source 4 

Charlie Ross’ Recollection of Meeting Between Henry Wallace & Harry Truman. September 20, 

1946. President’s Secretary’s Files: Box 135, Commerce: Henry A. Wallace (Secretary of 

______________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 



Using Source 4 

 

Sourcing Questions 
 
 
 

Why was this source created? 
Why would Charlie Ross be the one recording these details? 
 

Contextualization Questions 
 
 
 
 

Why was this meeting held? 
What was Truman’s policy towards the Soviet Union at this time? 
How did that conflict with Wallace’s thinking? 
 
 

Corroboration Tasks 
 
 
 
 

When was this account created in relation to Wallace’s speech? The 
warning note to Truman? 

Close Reading Questions 
 
 
 
 

What specific topics were addressed in this meeting, as recorded in 
this source? 
According to this source, who brought up the idea of Wallace’s 
resignation? 
What concern did Truman mostly express in this source? 
What commentary did Charlie Ross add to this source about Wallace? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Source 5 

Statement by the President: Henry Wallace Resignation. September 20, 1946. Clark M. Clifford 

Papers: Box 19, Wallace, Henry…  

______________________________________________________________________ 

 

 



Using Source 5 

 

Sourcing Questions 
 
 

What was Truman’s purpose in issuing this statement? Why not just 
ignore the issue? 

Contextualization 
Questions 
 
 

When was this source created? How long was it after Truman’s meeting 
with Wallace? 
What was Truman’s policy towards the Soviet Union at this time? How did 
that conflict with Wallace’s thinking? 

Corroboration Tasks 
 
 
 
 

To what extent are the reasons given in this source for Wallace’s 
resignation consistent with the narrative presented by other sources?  
 

Close Reading Questions 
 
 
 
 

How did Truman hear about Wallace’s resignation? 
In this source, what does Truman give as the reason for Wallace’s 
resignation? 
What does Truman say in this source about his foreign policy? How does 
that reveal his concerns about this incident? 
What does Truman reveal about his feelings about Wallace’s freedom of 
speech?  

 

 

 

 


