
 
Optional Source 1: Clifford Memo 

Source Information: Correspondence Between Clark M. Clifford and Harry S. Truman, June 30, 1950. 
President's Secretary's Files, Truman Papers. (2 pages) 

  



 
Optional Source 1: Clifford Memo (cont.) 

 
 



Using Optional Source 1 
 

Sourcing Questions 
 
 

Who wrote this document? When was the 
document? What is the author’s perspective? 

Contextualization Questions 
 
 

What issues are being addressed in the 
document? 

Corroboration Tasks 
 
 

What does the document say about the problems 
being faced with the U.N. and the Korean conflict? 

Close Reading Questions 
 
 
 

What evidence does the author provide to reflect 
his position? What is the author hoping to 
accomplish with this document? 

 
 

  



 
Optional Source 2: JCS UN Reports Memo 

Source Information: Joint Chief of Staff Memo issued July 28, 1950, requesting all Reports on the Korean 
conflict are filed in Washington D.C. prior to delivery to the UN. 
 
 

 
 

  



Using Optional Source 2 
 

Sourcing Questions 
 
 

Who wrote this document? When was the 
document written? Why was it written? 

Contextualization Questions 
 
 

How might this document, when compared to 
previous documents, be more meaningful when 
understanding the U.S. and U.N. roles with the 
Korean conflict? 

Corroboration Tasks 
 
 

In what ways does this document reflect the 
United States role in the U.N. action in Korea?   

Close Reading Questions 
 
 
 

According to the document, how are the U.S. 
commanders to report the actions in Korea?  Why 
might that be a concern? 

 
 

  



 
Optional Source 3: HST Negative Response Letter 

Source Information: Opinion Letter on Korea to Harry S Truman. 

 
 

  



 
Using Optional Source 3 

 

Sourcing Questions 
 
 

Who is the author of this document? What is the 
purpose of the document? 

Contextualization Questions 
 
 

When was this letter written? What other events 
happened around that time would explain why 
this letter was written? 

Corroboration Tasks 
 
 

Which one document could the author of this 
letter use to best support their position? 

Close Reading Questions 
 
 
 

What is the stance of the author on the actions 
taken in Korea? What evidence do they give to 
support their position? 

 
  



 
Optional Source 4: HST Positive Response Letter 

Source Information: Letter of support on Korea from Mrs. Roland Whitman Jr., to Harry S. Truman. 
 

  



 
Using Optional Source 4 

 

Sourcing Questions 
 
 

Who is the author of this document? What is the 
purpose of the document? 

Contextualization Questions 
 
 

When was this letter written? What other events 
happened around that time would explain why 
this letter was written? 

Corroboration Tasks 
 
 

Which one document could the author of this 
letter use to best support their position? 

Close Reading Questions 
 
 
 

What is the stance of the author on the actions 
taken in Korea? What evidence do they give to 
support their position? 

 
 
 

 




