
 
World War I Characters 

 
Prosecution________________________________________ 
Defense Attorney________________________________________ 
Judge________________________________________ 
Court Recorder________________________________________ 
Serbia________________________________________ 
Austria-Hungary________________________________________ 
Russia________________________________________ 
Germany________________________________________ 
France________________________________________ 
Great Britain________________________________________ 
Italy________________________________________ 
Belgium________________________________________ 
Montenegro________________________________________ 
Japan________________________________________ 
Ottoman Empire________________________________________ 
Bulgaria________________________________________ 
Romania________________________________________ 
Jury________________________________________ 
Jury________________________________________ 
Jury________________________________________ 
Jury________________________________________ 
Jury________________________________________ 
Jury________________________________________ 
Jury________________________________________ 
Jury________________________________________ 
Jury________________________________________ 
Jury________________________________________ 
Jury________________________________________ 
Jury________________________________________ 
Jury________________________________________ 
  



Reflection Writing 
 
 
 
For All Characters:  What caused this country to be blamed?  What was the effect of blaming this 
country?  What could have been done differently to break this chain of event? 
 
 
 
For the Accused Country:  Are you happy with the decision?  Explain.  Who should have been 
blamed?  Explain. 
 
For the Non-Accused Countries:  Do you agree with the decision?  Explain.  Who do you think 
really was to blame?  Explain 
 
Defense Attorney:  Was your client really to blame?  Explain.  What would have changed the 
outcome of the trial? 
 
Prosecution:  Are you happy with the outcome of the trial?  Explain.  What evidence was most 
vital to your case?  Explain. 
 
Judge:  Do you agree with the jury’s decision?  Explain.  What evidence do you think should 
have been highlighted in the case that wasn’t? What questions would you have liked to have 
asked that were not brought up in the course of the trial? 
 
Jury:  Why did you decide the way you did?  What was the most important factor for the way 
you decided?  Explain.  What questions would you have liked to have asked that were not 
brought up in the course of the trial? 



Pre-Trial Questions 
 
 
Countries:  Write at least 4 questions your attorney should ask in the trial to help your side.  
They should be based on the evidence and information from class. 
 
Attorneys:  Organize and compile information you look up and from what is given to you. 
 
Judge & Jury:  Make a list of at least 4 things you will be looking for  in the trial, including 
evidence that should be included. 
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20 May, 1882 
The Triple Alliance 

ARTICLE 1. The High Contracting Parties mutually promise peace and friendship, and will 
enter into no alliance or engagement directed against any one of their States.  

They engage to proceed to an exchange of ideas on political and economic questions of a general 
nature which may arise, and they further promise one another mutual support within the limits of 
their own interests.  

ARTICLE 2. In case Italy, without direct provocation on her part, should be attacked by France 
for any reason whatsoever, the two other Contracting Parties shall be bound to lend help and 
assistance with all their forces to the Party attacked.  

This same obligation shall devolve upon Italy in case of any aggression without direct 
provocation by France against Germany.  

ARTICLE 3. If one, or two, of the High Contracting Parties, without direct provocation on their 
part, should chance to be attacked and to be engaged in a war with two or more Great Powers 
non-signatory to the present Treaty, the casus foederis will arise simultaneously for all the High 
Contracting Parties.  

ARTICLE 4. In case a Great Power non-signatory to the present Treaty should threaten the 
security of the states of one of the High Contracting Parties, and the threatened Party should find 
itself forced on that account to make war against it, the two others bind themselves to observe 
towards their Ally a benevolent neutrality. Each of them reserves to itself, in this case, the right 
to take part in the war, if it should see fit, to make common cause with its Ally.  

ARTICLE 5. If the peace of any of the High Contracting Parties should chance to be threatened 
under the circumstances foreseen by the preceding Articles, the High Contracting Parties shall 
take counsel together in ample time as to the military measures to be taken with a view to 
eventual cooperation.  

They engage henceforward, in all cases of common participation in a war, to conclude neither 
armistice, nor peace, nor treaty, except by common agreement among themselves.  

ARTICLE 6. The High Contracting Parties mutually promise secrecy as to the contents and 
existence of the present Treaty.  

ARTICLE 7. The present Treaty shall remain in force during the space of five years, dating from 
the day of the exchange of ratifications.  

ARTICLE 8. The ratifications of the present Treaty shall be exchanged at Vienna within three 
weeks, or sooner if may be.  



In witness whereof the respective Plenipotentiaries have signed the present Treaty and have 
annexed thereto the seal of their arms.  

Done at Vienna, the twentieth day of the month of May of the year one thousand eight hundred 
and eighty-two.  

(L.S.) KALNOKY  
(L.S.) H. VII v. REUSS  
(L.S.) C. ROBILANT  



Bernhard von Bülow 
Hammer and Anvil Speech before the Reichstag,  
December 11, 1899 
 

In our nineteenth century, England has increased its colonial empire -- the largest the world has 
seen since the days of the Romans -- further and further; the French have put down roots in 
North Africa and East Africa and created for themselves a new empire in the Far East; Russia 
has begun its mighty course of victory in Asia, leading it to the high plateau of the Pamir and to 
the coasts of the Pacific Ocean. Four years ago the Sino-Japanese war, scarcely one and a half 
years ago the Spanish-American War have put things further in motion; they've led to great, 
momentous, far-reaching decisions, shaken old empires, and added new and serious ferment.  
The English prime minister said a long time ago that the strong states were getting stronger and 
stronger and the weaks ones weaker and weaker.  We don't want to step on the toes of any 
foreign power, but at the same time we don't want our own feet tramped by any foreign power 
and we don't intend to be shoved aside by any foreign power, not in political nor in economic 
terms  It is time, high time, that we make it clear in our own minds what stance we have to take 
and how we need to prepare ourselves in the face of the processes taking place around us which 
carry the seeds within them for the restructuring of power relationships for the unforeseeable 
future. To stand inactively to one side, as we have done so often in the past, either from native 
modesty or because we were completely absorbed in our own internal arguments or for 
doctrinaire reasons -- to stand dreamily to one side while other people split up the pie, we cannot 
and we will not do that.  We cannot for the simple reason that we now have interests in all parts 
of the world. The rapid growth of our population, the unprecedented blossoming of our 
industries, the hard work of our merchants, in short the mighty vitality of the German people 
have woven us into the world economy and pulled us into international politics. If the English 
speak of a 'Greater Britain;' if the French speak of a 'Nouvelle France;' if the Russians open up 
Asia; then we, too, have the right to a greater Germany, not in the sense of conquest, but indeed 
in the sense of peaceful extension of our trade and its infrastructures.  We cannot and will not 
permit that the order of the day passes over the German people.  There is a lot of envy present in 
the world against us, political envy and economic envy. There are individuals and there are 
interest groups, and there are movements, and there are perhaps even peoples that believe that 
the German was easier to have around and that the German was more pleasant for his neighbors 
in those earlier days, when, in spite of our education and in spite of our culture, foreigners looked 
down on us in political and economic matters like cavaliers with their noses in the air looking 
down on the humble tutor.  These times of political faintness and economic and political humility 
should never return.  We don't ever again want to become, as Friedrich List put it, the 'slaves of 
humanity.' But we'll only be able to keep ourselves at the fore if we realize that there is no 
welfare for us without power, without a strong army and a strong fleet.  The means, gentlemen, 
for a people of almost 60 million -- dwelling in the middle of Europe and, at the same time, 
stretching its economic antennae out to all sides -- to battle its way through in the struggle for 
existence without strong armaments on land and at sea, have not yet been found.  In the coming 
century the German people will be a hammer or an anvil. 



8 April, 1904 
The Entente Cordiale Between the United Kingdom and France  

ARTICLE 1. His Britannic Majesty's Government declare that they have no intention of altering 
the political status of Egypt.  

The Government of the French Republic, for their part, declare that they will not obstruct the 
action of Great Britain in that country....  

It is agreed that the post of Director-General of Antiquities in Egypt shall continue, as in the past, 
to be entrusted to a French savant.  

The French schools in Egypt shall continue to enjoy the same liberty as in the past.  

ARTICLE 2. The Government of the French Republic declare that they have no intention of 
altering the political status of Morocco.  

His Britannic Majesty's Government, for their part, recognise that it appertains to France, more 
particularly as a Power whose dominions are conterminous for a great distance with those of 
Morocco, to preserve order in that country, and to provide assistance for the purpose of all 
administrative, economic, financial , and military reforms which it may require.  

They declare that they will not obstruct the action taken by France for this purpose, provided that 
such action shall leave intact the rights which Great Britain, in virtue of treaties, conventions, 
and usage, enjoys in Morocco, including the right of coasting trade between the ports of 
Morocco, enjoyed by British vessels since 1901.  

ARTICLE 3. His Britannic Majesty's Government for their part, will respect the rights which 
France, in virtue of treaties, conventions, and usage, enjoys in Egypt, including the right of 
coasting trade between Egyptian ports accorded to French vessels.  

ARTICLE 4. The two Governments, being equally attached to the principle of commercial 
liberty both in Egypt and Morocco, declare that they will not, in those countries, countenance 
any inequality either in the imposition of customs duties or other taxes, or of railway transport 
charges. The trade of both nations with Morocco and with Egypt shall enjoy the same treatment 
in transit through the French and British possessions in Africa. An agreement between the two 
Governments shall settle the conditions of such transit and shall determine the points of entry.  

This mutual engagement shall be binding for a period of thirty years. Unless this stipulation is 
expressly denounced at least one year in advance, the period shall be extended for five years at a 
time.  

Nevertheless the Government of the French Republic reserve to themselves in Morocco, and His 
Britannic Majesty's Government reserve to themselves in Egypt, the right to see that the 
concessions for roads, railways, ports, etc., are only granted on such conditions as will maintain 
intact the authority of the State over these great undertakings of public interest.  



ARTICLE 5. His Britannic Majesty's Government declare that they will use their influence in 
order that the French officials now in the Egyptian service may not be placed under conditions 
less advantageous than those applying to the British officials in the service.  

The Government of the French Republic, for their part, would make no objection to the 
application of analogous conditions to British officials now in the Moorish service.  

ARTICLE 6. In order to ensure the free passage of the Suez Canal, His Britannic Majesty's 
Government declare that they adhere to the treaty of the 29th October, 1888, and that they agree 
to their being put in force. The free passage of the Canal being thus guaranteed, the execution of 
the last sentence of paragraph 1 as well as of paragraph 2 of Article of that treaty will remain in 
abeyance.  

ARTICLE 7. In order to secure the free passage of the Straits of Gibraltar, the two Governments 
agree not to permit the erection of any fortifications or strategic works on that portion of the 
coast of Morocco comprised between, but not including, Melilla and the heights which command 
the right bank of the River Sebou.  

This condition does not, however, apply to the places at present in the occupation of Spain on the 
Moorish coast of the Mediterranean.  

ARTICLE 8. The two Governments, inspired by their feeling of sincere friendship for Spain, 
take into special consideration the interests which that country derives from her geographical 
position and from her territorial possessions on the Moorish coast of the Mediterranean. In 
regard to these interests the French Government will come to an understanding with the Spanish 
Government. The agreement which may be come to on the subject between France and Spain 
shall be communicated to His Britannic Majesty's Government.  

ARTICLE 9. The two Governments agree to afford to one another their diplomatic support, in 
order to obtain the execution of the clauses of the present Declaration regarding Egypt and 
Morocco.  

In witness whereof his Excellency the Ambassador of the French Republic at the Court of His 
Majesty the King of the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland and of the British 
Dominions beyond the Seas, Emperor of India, and His Majesty's Principal Secretary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, duly authorised for that purpose, have signed the present Declaration and have 
affixed thereto their seals.  

Done at London, in duplicate, the 8th day of April, 1904.  

(L.S.) LANSDOWNE  
(L.S.) PAUL CAMBON  

 
Secret Articles  

 



ARTICLE 1. In the event of either Government finding themselves constrained, by the force of 
circumstances, to modify their policy in respect to Egypt or Morocco, the engagements which 
they have undertaken towards each other by Articles 4, 6, and 7 of the Declaration of today's date 
would remain intact.  

ARTICLE 2. His Britannic Majesty's Government have no present intention of proposing to the 
Powers any changes in the system of the Capitulations, or in the judicial organisation of Egypt.  

In the event of their considering it desirable to introduce in Egypt reforms tending to assimilate 
the Egyptian legislative system to that in force in other civilised Countries, the Government of 
the French Republic will not refuse to entertain any such proposals, on the understanding that 
His Britannic Majesty's Government will agree to entertain the suggestions that the Government 
of the French Republic may have to make to them with a view of introducing similar reforms in 
Morocco.  

ARTICLE 3. The two Governments agree that a certain extent of Moorish territory adjacent to 
Melilla, Ceuta, and other presides should, whenever the Sultan ceases to exercise authority over 
it, come within the sphere of influence of Spain, and that the administration of the coast from 
Melilla as far as, but not including, the heights on the right bank of the Sebou shall be entrusted 
to Spain.  

Nevertheless, Spain would previously have to give her formal assent to the provisions of Articles 
4 and 7 of the Declaration of today's date, and undertake to carry them out.  

She would also have to undertake not to alienate the whole, or a part, of the territories placed 
under her authority or in her sphere of influence.  

ARTICLE 4. If Spain, when invited to assent to the provisions of the preceding article, should 
think proper to decline, the arrangement between France and Great Britain, as embodied in the 
Declaration of today's date, would be none the less at once applicable.  

ARTICLE 5. Should the consent of the other Powers to the draft Decree mentioned in Article I 
of the Declaration of today's date not be obtained, the Government of the French Republic will 
not oppose the repayment at par of the Guaranteed, Privileged, and Unified Debts after the 15th 
July, 1910.  

Done at London, in duplicate, the 8th day of April, 1904.  

(L.S.) LANSDOWNE  
(L.S.) PAUL CAMBON 



The Schlieffen Plan  

. . . All writers have . . . been in accord that Moltke made the left or defensive wing in Alsace and 
Lorraine stronger than Schlieffen designed, and that he did so at the expense of the right wing, 
the decisive one, which in swinging round was to sweep the French Armies against the back of 
their eastern frontier fortresses and against the Swiss frontier. It has been repeated by many 
German authorities (e.g. General Wilhelm Groener) that Schlieffen made the proportion of one 
wing to the other 1 to 7, whilst Moltke changed it to 1 to 3, but how these figures are arrived at 
they do not reveal. According to General Groener in Das Testament des Grafen Schlieffen, the 
deployment of the troops against France in the 1905 plan and in 1914 were, omitting Landwehr 
and Ersatz troops, for sieges and L. of C. purposes:  

|========1905========|=======1914=======|======ARMY=======| 
|                    |                  |                 | 
| 11 corps           |  8 corps         | First and Second| 
|  7 Reserve corps   |  5 reserve corps | idem            | 

|      <-----------(line just south of Namur)----->        
|--------------------|------------------|-----------------| 
|                    |                  |                 | 
| 6    corps         |  6 corps         | Third and Fourth| 
|  1/2 Reserve corps |  3 reserve corps | idem            | 

|      <------------(line through Mezieres)------->        
|--------------------|------------------|-----------------| 
|                    |                  |                 | 
| 8 corps            |  3 corps         |  Fifth          | 
| 5 Reserve corps    |  2 Reserve corps |  idem           | 

|      <------(line through Verdun and Metz)------>       
|--------------------|------------------|-----------------| 
|                    |                  |                 | 
| 3 corps            |  4 corps         |  Sixth          | 

| 1 Reserve corps    |  1 Reserve corps |  idem           
|      <----------(line through Strasbourg)------->        

|--------------------|------------------|-----------------| 
|                    |                  |                 | 
| nil                |  2 corps         |  Seventh        | 
|                    |  1 Reserve corps |  idem           | 
|=========================================================| 
| 41 1/2 (total)       35 (total)                         | 
|=========================================================| 

Schlieffen detailed 10 divisions for the Eastern front; Moltke, 8. Moltke, still less Schlieffen, never had the number 
of corps and divisions which the Schlieffen plan assumed to exist -- the latter's plan was only a "project." But, taking 
the above figures: In Schlieffen's plan the defensive wing is to the offensive as 4 to 37 1/2 ( 1 to 9 3/8 ), in Moltke's 
8 to 27 (1 to 3 3/8); but Schlieffen's with the forces available in 1914, would have been 4 to 31 (1 to 7 3/8).  

It has been left to Dr. Bredt, a member of the Reichstag and of the Parliamentary Committee of 
Enquiry into the loss of the war, to tell what was the real nature of the plan, how Moltke altered 
it, and why he did so (J. V. Bredt, Die Belgische Neutralität und der Schlieffensche 
Feldzugplan). His work, which shows a wide acquaintance with war literature, purports to 
contain portions of the Schlieffen plan of which the public had not yet heard, and which fully 
justify the reproach that Moltke changed it for the worse, much the worse, but not in the way 
hitherto imagined. Dr. Bredt, however, points out that Ludendorff was head of the Operations 
Section of the Great General Staff in 1908-09, at the time of the vital alterations, and from what 



we know of the First Quartermast er's ruthless methods and ignorance of the world, he probably 
had more to do with the changes than his courtier chief. Dr. Bredt recalls, what most of us have 
forgotten, if we ever knew, that in the January, 1909, number of the Deutsche Revue Graf 
Schlieffen anonymously protested against the changes -- it was, of course, surmised who wrote 
the article, and it is now included in his works....  

The reasons for strengthening the left wing are given by Dr. Bredt as follows: Moltke could not 
abandon Alsace, as Schlieffen designed to do, for the Italians might take part on the German 
side; General Pollio, the Italian Chief of Staff until his death i n 1914, had assured him they 
would As they were to be brought to Alsace, Moltke considered it necessary to hold that 
province with two corps. If the Italians did not appear, then the question of the transport of the 
two corps to the right wing would arise. As we know, the French attack towards Mulhausen 
fatally delayed this. These two corps, plus the two corps sent from France to Russia, would, if 
added to the right wing, have made it as strong as Schlieffen intended.  

It emerges incidentally that the Schlieffen plan was worked out for war on the Western front 
only; for when drawn up, Russia was still very weak as a result of the Manchurian War. It also 
contemplated additions to the army that did not take place. There w as only a general statement 
that in the case of Russia intervening, ten divisions should be withdrawn from the Western front 
and sent to the East, without altering the proportion of the two wings.  

More important than the changes in the technical details was the alteration of the plan politically. 
In the Schlieffen plan 'there was no ultimatum to Belgium, but the German army, without any 
notification, was first to deploy on the Dutch-Belgian frontie r.' As the German plan would be 
divulged by this, it was assumed that the French would take countermeasures These, according to 
Schlieffen's views, could only be the occupation of the natural defensive position in the Meuse 
valley south of Namur; and thus the French would themselves violate Belgian neutrality. Such a 
plan must have been at least considered by the French, and in 1914 the German General Staff 
took it for granted that they would advance to the Meuse. All this presumed that Belgian 
neutrality would not be broken by Germany first. Such a step Graf Schlieffen desired, if possible, 
to avoid. He wished to leave sufficient time so that, in one way or another, the German statesmen 
would be able to evade the reproach of the violation of Belgian neutrality. 'Th at Liege would 
always be captured sufficiently soon after the entry of the German army into Belgium, to serve 
as the railway junction for reinforcements and supply, could be accepted.'  

This was all changed in the deployment plan of the mobilization year 1908-09, by which Liege 
was to be captured by a coup de main, without artillery preparation, during the mobilization....  

There was, Dr. Bredt points out, a further reason in favour of the idea of a coup de main against 
Liege. The German deployment as imagined by Schlieffen would stretch as far north as Crefeld, 
that is, along the Dutch frontier.  

'Schlieffen did not consider it out of the question, in view of the then [1905] political situation, as 
he judged it, that German diplomacy might succeed on the outbreak of war against England in 
obtaining from the Netherlands Government by an ami cable arrangement (auf geftlichen Wege) 
permission for the German army to cross the Dutch province of Limburg (Maastrich, 



Roermond). By this means the fortress of Liege would be avoided by passing north of it, and 
could quickly be brought to surre nder by threatening it in the rear.'  

Moltke did not believe that Holland would give permission to traverse her territory, and dropped 
the idea of an advance of the German right wing by this route. On the other hand he feared that 
Liège could not be taken quickly enough by an accelerated artillery attack to prevent a delay in 
the general advance of the right wing. It was most important not to give the Belgians time to put 
the fortress in a state of defence, and in particular to construct defences in the intervals between 
the forts and destroy the important railways passing through Liege. It also appeared to him that it 
was impossible to march an army between Liege and the Dutch frontier. He therefore decided to 
take Liege by a coup de main carried out by troops of the peace establishment without 
mobilization immediately on outbreak of war. 'Two days and the following night were allowed 
for the execution of the coup de main.' 



The Annexation of Bosnia and Herzegovina by Austria-Hungary  

We, Francis Joseph, Emperor of Austria, King of Bohemia, and Apostolic King of Hungary, to 
the inhabitants of Bosnia and Herzegovina:  

When a generation ago our troops crossed the borders of your lands, you were assured that they 
came not as foes, but as friends, with the firm determination to remedy the evils from which your 
fatherland had suffered so grievously for many years. This promise given at a serious moment 
has been honestly kept. It has been the constant endeavour of our government to guide the 
country by patient and systematic activity to a happier future.  

To our great joy we can say that the seed then scattered in the furrows of a troubled soil has 
richly thrived. You yourselves must feel it a boon that order and security have replaced violence 
and oppression, that trade and traffic are constantly extending, that the elevating influence of 
education has been brought to bear in your country, and that under the shield of an orderly 
administration every man may enjoy the fruits of his labours.  

It is the duty of us all to advance steadily along this path. With this goal before our eyes, we 
deem the moment come to give the inhabitants of the two lands a new proof of our trust in their 
political maturity. In order to raise Bosnia and Herzegovina to a higher level of political life, we 
have resolved to grant both of those lands constitutional governments that are suited to the 
prevailing conditions and general interests, so as to create a legal basis for the representation of 
their wishes and needs. You shall henceforth have a voice when decisions are made concerning 
your domestic affairs, which, as hitherto, will have a separate administration. But the necessary 
premise for the introduction of this provincial constitution is the creation of a clear and 
unambiguous legal status for the two lands.  

For this reason, and also remembering the ties that existed of yore between our glorious 
ancestors on the Hungarian throne and these lands, we extend our suzerainty over Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, and it is our will that the order of succession of our House be extended to these 
lands also. The inhabitants of the two lands thus share all the benefits which a lasting 
confirmation of the present relation can offer. The new order of things will be a guarantee that 
civilization and prosperity will find a sure footing in your home. 



The Austro-Hungarian Ultimatum to Serbia 
English Translation  

Vienna, July 22, 1914  

Your Excellency will present the following note to the Royal Government on the afternoon of 
Thursday, July 23: On the 31st of March, 1909, the Royal Serbian Minister at the Court of 
Vienna made, in the name of his Government, the following declaration to the Imperial and 
Royal Government:  

Serbia recognizes that her rights were not affected by the state of affairs created in Bosnia, and 
states that she will accordingly accommodate herself to the decisions to be reached by the 
Powers in connection with Article 25 of the Treaty of Berlin. Serbia, in accepting the advice of 
the Great Powers, binds herself to desist from the attitude of protest and opposition which she 
has assumed with regard to the annexation since October last, and she furthermore binds herself 
to alter the tendency of her present policy toward Austria-Hungary, and to live on the footing of 
friendly and neighborly relations with the latter in the future.  

Now the history of the past few years, and particularly the painful events of the 28th of June, 
have proved the existence of a subversive movement in Serbia, whose object it is to separate 
certain portions of its territory from the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy. This movement, which 
came into being under the very eyes of the Serbian Government, subsequently found expression 
outside of the territory of the Kingdom in acts of terrorism, in a number of attempts at 
assassination, and in murders.  

Far from fulfilling the formal obligations contained in its declaration of the 31st of March, 1909, 
the Royal Serbian Government has done nothing to suppress this movement. It has tolerated the 
criminal activities of the various unions and associations directed against the Monarchy, the 
unchecked utterances of the press, the glorification of the authors of assassinations, the 
participation of officers and officials in subversive intrigues; it has tolerated an unhealthy 
propaganda in its public instruction; and it has tolerated, finally, every manifestation which could 
betray the people of Serbia into hatred of the Monarchy and contempt for its institutions.  

This toleration of which the Royal Serbian Government was guilty, was still in evidence at that 
moment when the events of the twenty-eighth of June exhibited to the whole world the dreadful 
consequences of such tolerance.  

It is clear from the statements and confessions of the criminal authors of the assassination of the 
twenty-eighth of June, that the murder at Sarajevo was conceived at Belgrade, that the murderers 
received the weapons and the bombs with which they were equipped from Serbian officers and 
officials who belonged to the Narodna Odbrana, and, finally, that the dispatch of the criminals 
and of their weapons to Bosnia was arranged and effected under the conduct of Serbian frontier 
authorities.  

The results brought out by the inquiry no longer permit the Imperial and Royal Government to 
maintain the attitude of patient tolerance which it has observed for years toward those agitations 



which center at Belgrade and are spread thence into the territories of the Monarchy. Instead, 
these results impose upon the Imperial and Royal Government the obligation to put an end to 
those intrigues, which constitute a standing menace to the peace of the Monarchy.  

In order to attain this end, the Imperial and Royal Government finds itself compelled to demand 
that the Serbian Government give official assurance that it will condemn the propaganda directed 
against Austria-Hungary, that is to say, the whole body of the efforts whose ultimate object it is 
to separate from the Monarchy territories that belong to it; and that it will obligate itself to 
suppress with all the means at its command this criminal and terroristic propaganda. In order to 
give these assurances a character of solemnity, the Royal Serbian Government will publish on 
the first page of its official organ of July 26/13, the following declaration:  

"The Royal Serbian Government condemns the propaganda directed against Austria-Hungary, that is to 
say, the whole body of the efforts whose ultimate object it is to separate from the Austro- Hungarian 
Monarchy territories that belong to it, and it most sincerely regrets the dreadful consequences of these 
criminal transactions.  

"The Royal Serbian Government regrets that Serbian officers and officials should have 
taken part in the above-mentioned propaganda and thus have endangered the friendly and 
neighborly relations, to the cultivation of which the Royal Government had most 
solemnly pledged itself by its declarations of March 31, 1909.  

"The Royal Government, which disapproves and repels every idea and every attempt to 
interfere in the destinies of the population of whatever portion of Austria-Hungary, 
regards it as its duty most expressly to call attention of the officers, officials, and the 
whole population of the kingdom to the fact that for the future it will proceed with the 
utmost rigor against any persons who shall become guilty of any such activities, activities 
to prevent and to suppress which, the Government will bend every effort."  

This declaration shall be brought to the attention of the Royal army simultaneously by an order 
of the day from His Majesty the King, and by publication in the official organ of the army.  

The Royal Serbian Government will furthermore pledge itself:  

1. to suppress every publication which shall incite to hatred and contempt of the Monarchy, and the general 
tendency of which shall be directed against the territorial integrity of the latter;  

2. to proceed at once to the dissolution of the Narodna Odbrana to confiscate all of its 
means of propaganda, and in the same manner to proceed against the other unions and 
associations in Serbia which occupy themselves with propaganda against Austria-
Hungary; the Royal Government will take such measures as are necessary to make sure 
that the dissolved associations may not continue their activities under other names or in 
other forms;  

3. to eliminate without delay from public instruction in Serbia, everything, whether 
connected with the teaching corps or with the methods of teaching, that serves or may 
serve to nourish the propaganda against Austria-Hungary;  



4. to remove from the military and administrative service in general all officers and 
officials who have been guilty of carrying on the propaganda against Austria-Hungary, 
whose names the Imperial and Royal Government reserves the right to make known to 
the Royal Government when communicating the material evidence now in its possession;  

5. to agree to the cooperation in Serbia of the organs of the Imperial and Royal 
Government in the suppression of the subversive movement directed against the integrity 
of the Monarchy;  

6. to institute a judicial inquiry against every participant in the conspiracy of the twenty-
eighth of June who may be found in Serbian territory; the organs of the Imperial and 
Royal Government delegated for this purpose will take part in the proceedings held for 
this purpose;  

7. to undertake with all haste the arrest of Major Voislav Tankosic and of one Milan 
Ciganovitch, a Serbian official, who have been compromised by the results of the 
inquiry;  

8. by efficient measures to prevent the participation of Serbian authorities in the 
smuggling of weapons and explosives across the frontier; to dismiss from the service and 
to punish severely those members of the Frontier Service at Schabats and Losnitza who 
assisted the authors of the crime of Sarajevo to cross the frontier;  

9. to make explanations to the Imperial and Royal Government concerning the 
unjustifiable utterances of high Serbian functionaries in Serbia and abroad, who, without 
regard for their official position, have not hesitated to express themselves in a manner 
hostile toward Austria-Hungary since the assassination of the twenty-eighth of June;  

10. to inform the Imperial and Royal Government without delay of the execution of the 
measures comprised in the foregoing points.  

The Imperial and Royal Government awaits the reply of the Royal Government by Saturday, the twenty-fifth instant, 
at 6 p.m., at the latest.  

A reminder of the results of the investigation about Sarajevo, to the extent they relate to the 
functionaries named in points 7 and 8 [above], is appended to this note.«  

 
Appendix:  

 

«The crime investigation undertaken at court in Sarajevo against Gavrilo Princip and his 
comrades on account of the assassination committed on the 28th of June this year, along with the 
guilt of accomplices, has up until now led to the following conclusions:  



1. The plan of murdering Archduke Franz Ferdinand during his stay in Sarajevo was concocted 
in Belgrade by Gavrilo Princip, Nedeljko Cabrinovic, a certain Milan Ciganovic, and Trifko 
Grabesch with the assistance of Major Voija Takosic.  

2. The six bombs and four Browning pistols along with ammunition -- used as tools by the 
criminals -- were procured and given to Princip, Cabrinovic and Grabesch in Belgrade by a 
certain Milan Ciganovic and Major Voija Takosic.  

3. The bombs are hand grenades originating from the weapons depot of the Serbian army in 
Kragujevatz.  

4. To guarantee the success of the assassination, Ciganovic instructed Princip, Cabrinovic and 
Grabesch in the use of the grenades and gave lessons on shooting Browning pistols to Princip 
and Grabesch in a forest next to the shooting range at Topschider.  

5. To make possible Princip, Cabrinovic und Grabesch's passage across the Bosnia-Herzegovina 
border and the smuggling of their weapons, an entire secretive transportation system was 
organized by Ciganovic. The entry of the criminals and their weapons into Bosnia and 
Herzegovina was carried out by the main border officials of Shabatz (Rade Popovic) and 
Losnitza as well as by the customs agent Budivoj Grbic of Losnitza, with the complicity of 
several others.«  

On the occasion of handing over this note, would Your Excellency please also add orally that -- 
in the event that no unconditionally positive answer of the Royal government might be received 
in the meantime -- after the course of the 48-hour deadline referred to in this note, as measured 
from the day and hour of your announcing it, you are commissioned to leave the I. and R. 
Embassy of Belgrade together with your personnel. 



24 July, 1914:  
Russian Memorandum of Advice to Serbia  

Subsequent to the declaration made by the Minister of Foreign Affairs regarding the most recent 
measures taken by the Austro-Hungarian Government against Serbia.  

The Minister of Foreign Affairs informed the Council of Ministers that, according to information 
received by him and according to the announcement made by the Austro-Hungarian Ambassador 
to the Imperial Court, the Austro-Hungarian Government had turned upon the Serbian 
Government with demands which appeared, in fact, to be quite unacceptable to the Serbian 
Government as a sovereign State, and which were drawn up in the form of an ultimatum calling 
for a reply within a definite time, expiring tomorrow, July 12, at 6 o'clock in the evening.  

Therefore, foreseeing that Serbia would turn to us for advice, and perhaps also for aid, there 
arose a need to prepare an answer which might be given to Serbia.  

Having considered the declaration made by Marshal Sazonov in its relation to the information 
reported by the Ministers of War, Marine, and Finance concerning the political and military 
situation, the Council of Ministers decreed:  

1 -- To approve the proposal of the Minister of Foreign Affairs to get in touch with the Cabinets 
of the Great Powers in order to induce the Austro-Hungarian Government to grant a 
postponement in the matter of the answer to the ultimatum demands presented by the Austro-
Hungarian Government, so that it might be possible for the Governments of the Great Powers to 
become acquainted with and to investigate the documents on the Sarajevo crime which are in the 
hands of the Austro-Hungarian Government, and which, according to the declaration of the 
Austro-Hungarian Ambassador, it is willing to communicate to the Russian Government.  

2 -- To approve the proposal of the Minister of Foreign Affairs to advise the Serbian 
Government, in case the situation of Serbia should be such that she could not with her own 
strength protect herself against the possible armed invasion by Austro-Hungary, not to offer 
armed resistance to the invasion of Serbian territory, if such all invasion should occur, but to 
announce that Serbia yields to force and that she entrusts her fate to the judgment of the Great 
Powers.  

3 -- To authorize the Ministers of War and of Marine, in accordance with the duties of their 
offices, to beg your Imperial Majesty to consent, according to the progress of events, to order the 
mobilization of the four military districts of Kiev, Odessa, Moscow, and Kazan, and the Baltic 
and Black Sea fleets.  
(Note by the Acting Secretary of the Council: 
"In the original the word 'Baltic' has been added by his Imperial Majesty's own hand, and the 
word 'fleet' corrected to read 'fleets.' ") 4 -- To authorize the War Minister to proceed 
immediately to gather stores of war material.  

5 -- To authorize the Minister of Finance to take measures instantly to diminish the funds of the 
Ministry of Finance which may be at present in Germany or Austria.  



The Council of Ministers considers it its loyal duty to inform your Imperial Majesty of these 
decisions which it has made.  

Countersigned: President of the Council of Ministers, 
STATE SECRETARY GOREMYKIN 
 



25 July, 1914:  
The Serbian Response  
to the Austro-Hungarian Ultimatum,  
 

The Royal Government has received the communication of the Imperial and Royal Government 
of the 23rd inst. and is convinced that its reply will dissipate any misunderstanding which 
threatens to destroy the friendly and neighbourly relations between the Austrian monarchy and 
the kingdom of Serbia.  

The Royal Government is conscious that nowhere there have been renewed protests against the 
great neighbourly monarchy like those which at one time were expressed in the Skuptschina, as 
well as in the declaration and actions of the responsible representatives of the state at that time, 
and which were terminated by the Serbian declaration of March 31st, 1909; furthermore that 
since that time neither the different corporations of the kingdom, nor the officials have made an 
attempt to alter the political and judicial condition created in Bosnia and the Heregovina. The 
Royal Government states that the I. and R. [Imperial and Royal] Government has made no 
protestation in this sense excepting in the case of a textbook, in regard to which the I. and R. 
Government has received an entirely satisfactory explanation. Serbia has given during the time 
of the Balkan crisis in numerous cases evidence of her pacific and moderate policy, and it is only 
owing to Serbia and the sacrifices which she has brought in the interest of the peace of Europe 
that this peace has been preserved.  

The Royal Government cannot be made responsible for expressions of a private character, as for 
instance newspaper articles and the peaceable work of societies, expressions which are of very 
common appearance in other countries, and which ordinarily are not under the control of the 
state. This, all the less, as the Royal Government has shown great courtesy in the solution of a 
whole series of questions which have arisen between Serbia and Austria-Hungary, whereby it has 
succeeded to solve the greater number thereof, in favour of the progress of both countries.  

The Royal Government was therefore painfully surprised by the assertions that citizens of Serbia 
had participated in the preparations of the outrage in Sarajevo. The Government expected to be 
invited to cooperate in the investigation of the crime, and it was ready, in order to prove its 
complete correctness, to proceed against all persons in regard to whom it would receive 
information.  

According to the wishes of the I. and R. Government, the Royal Government is prepared to 
surrender to the court, without regard to position and rank, every Serbian citizen for whose 
participation in the crime of Sarajevo it should have received proof. It binds itself particularly on 
the first page of the official organ of the 26th of July to publish the following enunciation:  

The Royal Serbian Government condemns every propaganda which should be directed against Austria-
Hungary, i.e., the entirety of such activities as aim towards the separation of certain territories from the 
Austro-Hungarian monarchy, and it regrets sincerely the lamentable consequences of these criminal 
machinations....  



The Royal Government regrets that according to a communication of the I. and R. Government 
certain Serbian officers and functionaries have participated in the propaganda just referred to, 
and that these have there fore endangered the amicable relations for the observation of which the 
Royal Government had solemnly obliged itself through the declaration of March 31st, 1909....  

The Royal Government binds itself further:  

1. During the next regular meeting of the Skuptschina to embody in the press laws a clause, to 
wit, that the incitement to hatred of, and contempt for, the Monarchy is to be most severely 
punished, as well as every publication whose general tendency is directed against the territorial 
integrity of Austria-Hungary.  

It binds itself in view of the coming revision of the constitution to embody an amendment into 
Art. 22 of the constitutional law which permits the confiscation of such publications as is at 
present impossible according to the clear definition of Art. 12 of the constitution.  

2. The Government possesses no proofs and the note of the I. and R. Government does not 
submit them that the society _Narodna_ _Odbrana_ and other similar societies have committed, 
up to the present, any criminal actions of this manner through any one of their members. 
Notwithstanding this, the Royal Government will accept the demand of the I. and R. Government 
and dissolve the society _Narodna_ _Odbrana_, as well as every society which should set against 
Austria-Hungary.  

3. The Royal Serbian Government binds itself without delay to eliminate from the public 
instruction in Serbia anything which might further the propaganda directed against Austria-
Hungary provided the I. and R. Government furnishes actual proofs of this propaganda.  

4. The Royal Government is also ready to dismiss those officers and officials from the military 
and civil services in regard to whom it has been proved by judicial investigation that they have 
been guilty of actions against the territorial integrity of the Monarchy; it expects that the I. and 
R. Government communicate to it for the purpose of starting the investigation the names of these 
officers and officials, and the facts with which they have been charged.  

5. The Royal Government confesses that it is not clear about the sense and the scope of that 
demand of the I. and R. Government which concerns the obligation on the part of the Royal 
Serbian Government to permit the cooperation of officials of the I. and R. Government on 
Serbian territory, but it declares that it is willing to accept every cooperation which does not run 
counter to international law and criminal law, as well as to the friendly and neighbourly 
relations.  

6. The Royal Government considers it its duty as a matter of course to begin an investigation 
against all those persons who have participated in the outrage of June 28th and who are in its 
territory. As far as the cooperation in this investigation of specially delegated officials of the I. 
and R. Government is concerned, this cannot be accepted, as this is a violation of the constitution 
and of criminal procedure. Yet in some cases the result of the investigation might be 
communicated to the Austro-Hungarian officials.  



7. The Royal Government has ordered on the evening of the day on which the note was received 
the arrest of Major Voislar Tankosic. However, as far as Milan Ciganovitch is concerned, who is 
a citizen of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy and who has been employed till June 28th with the 
Railroad Department, it has as yet been impossible to locate him, wherefore a warrant has been 
issued against him.  

The I. and R. Government is asked to make known, as soon as possible for the purpose of 
conducting the investigation, the existing grounds for suspicion and the proofs of guilt, obtained 
in the investigation at Sarajevo.  

8. The Serbian Government will amplify and render more severe the existing measures against 
the suppression of smuggling of arms and explosives.  

It is a matter of course that it will proceed at once against, and punish severely, those officials of 
the frontier service on the line Shabatz-Loznica who violated their duty and who have permitted 
the perpetrators of the crime to cross the frontier.  

9. The Royal Government is ready to give explanations about the expressions which its officials 
in Serbia and abroad have made in interviews after the outrage and which, according to the 
assertion of the I. and R. Government, were hostile to the Monarchy. As soon as the I. and R. 
Government points out in detail where those expressions were made and succeeds in proving that 
those expressions have actually been made by the functionaries concerned, the Royal 
Government itself will take care that the necessary evidences and proofs are collected.  

10. The Royal Government will notify the I. and R. Government, so far as this has not been 
already done by the present note, of the execution of the measures in question as soon as one of 
those measures has been ordered and put into execution.  

The Royal Serbian Government believes it to be to the common interest not to rush the solution 
of this affair and it is therefore, in case the I. and R. Government should not consider itself 
satisfied with this answer, ready, as ever, to accept a peaceable solution, be it by referring the 
decision of this question to the International Court at The Hague or by leaving it to the decision 
of the Great Powers who have participated in the working out of the declaration given by the 
Serbian Government on March 18/31st, 1909. 



The following telegram sent by Count Leopold von Berchtold (Austro-Hungarian 
Foreign Minister) at 11.10 am to M. N. Pashitch (Serbian Prime Minister and 

Foreign Minister), who received it at 12.30 pm 

Vienna 
28 July 1914 

The Royal Serbian Government not having answered in a satisfactory manner the note of 
July 23, 1914, presented by the Austro-Hungarian Minister at Belgrade, the Imperial and 
Royal Government are themselves compelled to see to the safeguarding of their rights and 
interests, and, with this object, to have recourse to force of arms. 

Austria-Hungary consequently considers herself henceforward in state of war with Serbia. 
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Vienna, July 28, 1914  

The Royal Serbian Government not having answered in a satisfactory manner the note of July 23, 1914, presented 
by the Austro-Hungarian Minister at Belgrade, the Imperial and Royal Government are themselves compelled to see 
to the safeguarding of their rights and interests, and, with this object, to have recourse to force of arms. Austria-
Hungary consequently considers herself henceforward in state of war with Serbia. 



By the Grace of God 
WE, NICHOLAS THE SECOND,  

Emperor and Autocrat 
Of All the Russias, 

Tsar of Poland, Grand Duke of Finland, 
etc., etc., etc., 

Declare to all Our loyal subjects: 
Impossible as it seemed, but treacherously preparing from the very beginning of the war, Bulgaria has betrayed the 
Slav cause: The Bulgarian army has attacked Our faithful ally Serbia, [which is already] bleeding profusely in a 
struggle with a strong enemy. 
Russia and Our allied Great Powers tried to warn Ferdinand of Coburg against this fatal step. The fullfillment of an 
age-old aspiration of the Bulgar people - union with Macedonia - has [already] been guaranteed to Bulgaria by a 
means more in accord with the interests of the Slav world. 
But appeals by the Germans to secret ambitions and fratricidal emnity against the Serbs prevailed. 
Bulgaria, whose [Orthodox] faith is the same as Ours, who so recently has been liberated from Turkish slavery by 
the brotherly love and the blood of the Russian people, openly took the side of the enemies of the Christian faith, the 
Slav world and of Russia. 
The Russian people react with bitterness to the treachery of a Bulgaria which was so close to them until recently, 
and draw their swords against her with heavy hearts, leaving the fate of these traitors to the Slav world to God's just 
retribution. 
Given at the Tsar's Headquarters the 5th day of October, in the year from the Nativity of Christ the 1,915th, and of 
Our reign the twenty-first. 
On the true authority of His Imperial Majesty, 
(signed) 
 
NICHOLAS 
Published in Petrograd at the Senate (Seal), October 6, 1915  



Presented by the German Ambassador to St. Petersburg  

 
The Imperial German Government have used every effort since the beginning of the crisis to bring about a peaceful 
settlement. In compliance with a wish expressed to him by His Majesty the Emperor of Russia, the German Emperor 
had undertaken, in concert with Great Britain, the part of mediator between the Cabinets of Vienna and St. 
Petersburg; but Russia, without waiting for any result, proceeded to a general mobilisation of her forces both on land 
and sea. In consequence of this threatening step, which was not justified by any military proceedings on the part of 
Germany, the German Empire was faced by a grave and imminent danger. If the German Government had failed to 
guard against this peril, they would have compromised the safety and the very existence of Germany. The German 
Government were, therefore, obliged to make representations to the Government of His Majesty the Emperor of All 
the Russias and to insist upon a cessation of the aforesaid military acts. Russia having refused to comply with [not 
having considered it necessary to answer]* this demand, and having shown by this refusal [this attitude]* that her 
action was directed against Germany, I have the honour, on the instructions of my Government, to inform your 
Excellency as follows: 
 
His Majesty the Emperor, my august Sovereign, in the name of the German  
Empire, accepts the challenge, and considers himself at war with Russia. 
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