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Truman and Hoover: A Presidential Friendship

“I feel that I am one of his closest 
friends and he is one of my closest 
friends.”
Harry S. Truman on Herbert Hoover
 

“Yours has been a friendship which has 
reached deeper into my life than you 
know.”
Herbert Hoover to Harry S. Truman



Truman and Hoover: A Presidential Friendship

Truman invited Hoover to meet with him at the White 
House.  Truman did so with a hand-written note which 
he mailed himself. Hoover accepted the invitation, 
ending his twelve-year exile.

Hoover met with Truman in the White House on May 
28, 1945.  They discussed the world’s food situation, 
but also whether the military should administer food 
relief, demobilization as the European war unwound, 
when and if Russia would enter the war against Japan.  
Truman was impressed by Hoover’s grasp of the 
situation.  He asked Hoover to write a memo 
summarizing his points. Two days later, Hoover 
delivered an 18-page typed memoranda. They 
continued to write and meet for the next 20 years.



Truman and Hoover: A Presidential Friendship

Review the four letters

• Hoover to Truman, March 18, 1947
• Truman to Hoover, March 24, 1947
• Hoover to Truman, December 19, 1962
• Truman to Hoover, January 5, 1963

Review

• What conclusions can you draw from these letters?



Truman and Civil Rights



Truman and Civil Rights

Review letter from Ernest Roberts to President Truman

Review Truman’s letter to Ernest Roberts

What conclusions can you draw from these two letters?



Truman and Israel



Truman and Israel

Review handwritten notes from the White House

Review signed Statement by President Truman

What conclusions can you draw from these documents?



Resources

• Israel
https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/library/online-collections/recognition-of-state-of-
israel?section=1

• Civil Rights
https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/library/online-collections/desegregation-of-armed-
forces

• Marshall Plan
https://www.trumanlibrary.gov/library/online-collections/truman-marshall-plan
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Resources



Resources

https://docsteach.org/resource/document-analysis-with-
students/

https://www.loc.gov/static/programs/teachers/getting-
started-with-primary-
sources/documents/Analyzing_Primary_Sources.pdf
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Questions?

• Contact mark.adams@nara.gov
• www.trumanlibrary.gov

mailto:mark.adams@nara.gov
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http://www.trumanlibrary.gov/
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